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That's  their  feat. 


Although  I  did  telephone  interviews  with 
two  students  at  Glenvlew  Public 
School.  I  have  used  fictitious  names  In 
order  to  prevent  recriminations  at 
school 

In  a  brie  I  and  unfriendly  Interview, 
Principal  Bill  Shaver  refused  comment 
on  mos I  Issues.  He  said  his  statements 
were  on  record  with  the  Board  of 
Education.  OH. 

The  man  in  the  regulation  Speedo 
bathing  suit  is  John  Argue.  He  Is  a 
swimming  Instructor  and  lifeguard.  The 
Toronto  Board  ol  Education  has  hired 
him  (or  each  ot  Ihe  last  tour  summers  to 
lake  charge  ot  the  summer  swimming 
program  In  various  schools  in  Metro 
Toronto. 

He  was  on  the  swim  learn  at  Queen's 
University.  He  has  his  Red  Cross  and 
fioyaJ  Ufesavlng  Instructors,  theYMCA 
Instructors,  his  Bronze  Medallion  and 
Award  ol  Merit;  he  has  taught 
swimming  at  the  YMCA  In  Ottawa  and 
has  been  in  charge  of  the  swimming 
program  at  one  ol  Ihe  Y's  summer 
camps.  He  Is  33,  slight,  swimmer-trim, 
gregarious.  He's  the  kind  of  person  who 
Introduces  himself  to  you.  He  likes 
working  with  young  people:  they  like 
working  with  him.  He  is  not  a  Jock. 

He  Is  a  homosexual-  An  open  homo- 
sexual who  refuses  (o  pretend  he  is  any- 
thing else.  On  April  27  he  was  tired 
from  his  position  as  lifeguard  at  Glen- 
vlew Senior  Public  School  In  Toronto. 
Mr.  William  Shaver,  the  principal,  made 
the  firing  "effective  Immediately."  On 
May  17,  the  Personnel  Committee  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Education,  In  an 
almost  unprecedented  reversal  of  a  prin- 
cipal's decision,  rehired  John  to  the 
staff  ot  the  Board's  summer  swim  pro- 

What  happened  at  Glenvlew  Public  Is 
a  story  of  not  backing  down,  a  story  of 
being  honest,  a  story  of  a  lot  of  12-14 
year-old  students  meeting  their  first 
open  gay  man  and  dealing  with  it,  of  an 
administration  hell-bent  on  keeping  It 
quiet. 

The  official  reason  for  John's  dis- 
missal had  nothing  to  do  with  his  homo- 
sexuality. "The  last  straw,"  according  to 
principal  Shaver,  was  that  Argue  had  not 
forced  some  students  to  leave  the  pool 
area  and  report  to  a  general  assembly. 
Reference  was  also  made  to  the 
"strained"  relationship  between  him 
and  the  swim  teachers. 

Argue  broke  a  rule.  At  Glenvlew,  all 
students  are  required  to  attend  general 
assembly.  John  told  them  they  should 
go— but  that  he  wouldn't  demand  they 
go.  They  didn't.  He  allowed  them  to  go 
swimming  during  the  last  five  minutes 
of  assembly  time.  "I  thought  It  was  Im- 
portant they  do  something  constructive 
If  they  weren't  going  to  be  in  assembly," 
he  said.  "I  think  it  was  better  that  they 
were  swimming  than  fooling  around  In 
Ihe  change  room.  But  I  wasn't  going  to 
force  them  to  go  to  Ihe  assembly." 
Schools  still  have  rules.  Breaking 
them  will  never  endear  you  to  the  admin- 
istration; breaking  very  serious  ones 
might  justifiably  get  you  fired.  But 
allowing  about  twenty  teenagers  to 
remain  In  the  pool  area  —  against  the 
I  rules  —  would  not  strike  most  people  as 
'  sufficiently  serious  (o  justify  dismissal. 
1  Ot  course,  this  was  "the  last  straw." 
What  was  the  first? 
Teaching  Is  the  "hot  spot"  job  for  gay 
people.  It's  the  spectre  of  gay  teachers 
In  the  classroom  pushing  sodomy  with 
science;  teaching  A  is  for  anallngus  that 
brings  defeat  In  Dade  County.  Wichita, 
St  Paul,  Eugene.,. ,  The  Briggs  initiative 
In  California  is  designed  specifically  to 
rid  the  school  system  of  open  gay 
teachers.  Even  friends  worry;  "As  a 
parent,  my  only  fear  Is  that  my  children 
will  try  to  copy  a  way  of  life  they  don't 
fully  understand,  a  decision  that  could 
affect  them  lor  the  rest  of  their  lives,  a 
decision  none  of  us  should  take  lightly." 
Amother  wrote  that  In  a  letter  to  John 
Argue  when  she  discovered  that  a  gay 
man  was  teaching  her  daughter.  We  can 
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For  John  Argue,  openly  gay 
in  Toronto's  school  system,  the  issue  is  honesty. 


by  Gerald  Hannon 


see  the  Ignorance  buried  In  that  fear  — 
i  we  have  also  seen  Its  more  virulent 
1  forms.  This  woman  could  end  her  letter 
[  "I  just  wanted  you  to  know  that  I  have 
|  noobjections  or  reservations  about 
having  you  teach  my  children..." 
I      But  one  mother  did. 
I     That  was  the  first  straw. 
j      John  Argue  was  never  a  hidden  homo- 
j  sexual  In  the  Toronto  school  system  — 
'  even  at  Glenvlew  Public,  which  Is 
nothing  special  except  that  It  sits  at  the 
,  north  end  of  Toronto's  monled  and  con- 
j  servatlve  Forest  Hills,  and  nestles  be 
,  rween  Haver  gal,  smart  private  girls' 
i  school,  and  Lawrence  Park  Collegiate, 
,  purveyor  of  young  businessmen  to  Bay 
!  Street. 

j     The  Toronto  Board  of  Education  knew 
j  he  was  gay.  Two  years  ago,  he  phoned 
!  John  Mlchaluk,  Co-Director  of  the 
;  Summer  Swim  Program  and  told  him.  "I 
j  had  been  on  national  TV  the  night  be- 
fore as  pari  of  the  "kiss-in"  that  took 
place  In  Toronto,"  John  said,  "and  I 
,  wanted  to  let  the  Board  know  they  might 
have  to  field  some  questions  about  my 
I  participation." 

|     The  staff  and  principal  knew  he  was 
igay.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  he  told 
the  three  other  staff  members  In  the 
phys  ed  department  —  and  the  topic 
came  up  from  time  to  time  in  the  staff 
'  room.  The  reactions  were  predictable. 
They  were  surprised.  And  they  were  un- 
comfortable —  though  I  think  any 
I  discussion  of  sexuality  would  have 
made  them  uncomfortable.  There  was 
respect  for  what  they  saw  as  my  per- 
sonal lifestyle  —  but  it  was  always  seen 
{  as  simply  a  persona/ thing,  a  fact  of  my 
1  life  with  no  political  or  social  impll- 

Some  of  the  students  knew  he  was  gay. 
"They  start  to  ask  you  questions  after 
!  they  realize  you're  approachable.  So 
they  asked  if  I  was  married  orhadaglrl- 

■  friend... .  I  told  them  that  I  didn't,  that  I 
'  was  gay.  it  didn't  seem  to  spread 

■  through  the  school  though  —  maybe  It 
was  the  age  group;  these  were  12-14 

i  year-olds  and  maybe  they  didn't  see  It 
as  anything  very  Important.  Anyway,  it's 
come  up  each  of  the  last  tour  years  I've 
spent  In  the  Toronto  school  board  sys- 
i  tern  and  the  students  have  always  been 
'  able  to  handle  It.  Parents  have  some- 
limes  been  nervous,  but  we've  talked. 
I  and  it's  been  tine.  They  know  I'm  not 
1  sexually  Interested  In  their  kids,  and 


even  If  I  were,  I  simply  would  never  con- 
sider having  asexual  relationship  with  a 
student  of  mine." 

Maybe  not  everyone  believed  that. 
Afew  days  after  last  Hallowe'en  an 
irate  mother  called  Principal  Bill  Shaver 
and  wanted  to  know  where  he  got  off 
having  a  homosexual  teach  her  son 
homosexuality  on  school  time. 

Now  Hallowe'en  In  Toronto  is  an 
Event.  Thousands  of  heterosexuals  line 
up  along  Ihe  Yonge  Street  "strip"  hoping 
to  see  a  few  drag  queens  —  who  are 
smart  enough  these  days  to  stay  off  the 
streets.  It  Is  an  ugly,  egg-pitching,  slone- 
throwlng  crowd  and  It  does 
damage  —  to  gay  people  mostly,  to  pro- 
perty, and  —  in  the  way  of  all  brutal  ex- 
I  presslons  —  to  itself.  The  men  and 
I  women  who  go  there  are  going  out  to 
i  have  a  "good  time."  Some  of  their 
!  brothers  and  sisters  go  to  Glenvlew 
1  Public  School. 

The  day  after  Hallowe'en  was  bright 
I  and  sunny  and  warm;alotot  thestu- 
dents  were  having  lunch  outside  and 
!  John  was  with  them.  "He  was  a  pretty 
|  decent  teacher,"  according  to  Peter 
I  Harris,  15,  one  of  John's  students. 
"He'd  talk  to  you.  He  wasn't  like  a  lot  of 
the  other  teachers  —  he'd  have  lunch 
with  the  kids  and  talk.  He'd  bend  the 
rules  a  bit  that  way.  And  he  never  got  on 
I  your  back  —  unless  you  did  something 
|  wrong.  And  then  he  let  you  know." 
i     That  day  he  let  them  know  something 
else.  "I  overheard  some  of  the  guys 
talking  about  other  guys  they  knew  who 
I  had  gone  down  to  the  St  Charles  Tavern 
i  to'have  some  fun  getting  the  queers.'  I 

couldn't  let  that  pass.  I  said:  'Just  a 
:  minute  guys  —  you've  got  a  faggot  right 
j  here.  I'm  gay.'" 

The  discussion  lasted  about  fifteen 
,  minutes  and  "some  of  the  guys"  grew  to 
i  about  25  students,  some  listening 
i  quietly,  some  giggling  from  time  to 
'  time, some doinga"limp wrist" number, 
j  some  wanting  to  know  "who  he 
'  liked  —  Elton  John,  David  Bowie?", 
I  some  wanting  to  know  who  the  other 
I  gay  teachers  on  slaff  were... . 

"I  believe  that  I  acted  responsibly  in 
rebutting  the  cant  about  'throwing  eggs 
j  at  faggots'  on  Hallowe'en,"  John  said  In 
,  a  letter  to  a  concerned  mother,  "l  did  n 
j  by  identifying  myself  as  gay  while 
■  elaborating  a  little  on  sexual 
stereotypes  and  roles  By  doing  so,  of 
course,  it  was  my  hope  that  they  would 


consider  seriously  Ihe  validity  of  what 
they  were  saying  by  denigrating  any 
human  —  and  particularly  gays,  since 
ignorance  about  us  Is  so  pervasive." 

By  the  afternoon,  it  was  all  over  the 
school.  Overheard  conversation:  Boy  1: 
"I'm  not  going  Into  the  change  room 
witha  queer."  Boy  2:  "What's  the  differ- 
ence? You've  been  In  the  change  room 
with  him  all  year.  Why  get  upset  now?" 
Boy  2  was  at  that  lunchtlme  discussion 
of  gay  rights  and,  according  to  John, 
also  happened  to  be  a  leader  In  his  peer 
group.  That  helped.  "Some  of  Ihe  boys 
were  uncomfortable  for  a  while,"  John 
admits.  "But  It  didn't  take  them  long  to 
accept  lhat  it  was  the  same  me  —  that 
nothing  had  changed.  Except  that  they 
had  to  face  the  (act  lhat  gay  people 
existed  in  ways  other  than  the  stereo- 
types they'd  learned  about," 

The  following  morning  one  parent 
complained  to  the  principal. 

The  next  morning  John  Argue  was  In 
Principal  Shaver's  office.  Vice-Principal 
Marvin  Llpton,  who  writes  a  con- 
descending column  (or  young  people  In 
the  Monday  Star,  was  also  there,  taking 
notes. 

Shaver  commended  John  (or  his 
honesty  In  dealing  with  the  question, 
and  then  asked  him  to  resign.  He  made 
reference  to  the  conservative  nature  of 
the  neighbourhood.  He  hinted  that 
some  of  the  parents  had  "Influential" 
friends  that  It  would  be  wise  not  to  anta 
gonize  He  stated  that  It  was  entirely 
unacceptable  for  John  to  be  an  open 
gay  person  In  the  school.  "I  don't  have 
anything  against  you  —  don't  get  me 
wrong.  I  don't  oppose  the  way  you 
choose  to  live.  But  I  won't  have  you 
talking  to  the  kids  about  It." 

John:  "I  have  a  responsibility  to  deal 
with  It." 

Shaver  "Your  responsibility  is  the 
pool." 

It  went  on  for  over  an  hour  John  was 
told  that  personal  beliefs  have  no  place 
In  the  school  system,  that  If  the  topic  of 
homosexuality  came  up  It  should  be  dls 
cussed  "objectively,"  with  no 
reference  to  one's  own  sexual 
orientation. 

The  demand  to  resign  was  repeated. 
John  refused.  "If  you  want  to  gel  rid  of 
me,  fire  me."  Stalemate.  John  then  sug- 
gested they  think  about  It  over  the  week 
end.  and  discuss  it  again  the  following 
Monday. 
By  Monday,  there  had  been  no  further 
:  complaints  from  parents.  At  4  pm  there 
was  a  meeting  between  John,  Mr 
Shaver,  and  Mr  BSnell,  Ihe  Area  Super- 
intendent. Snell  allowed  that  John  was 
"naive"  in  feeling  that  his  discussion 
with  the  students  would  not  generate  a 
lot  of  unpleasant  controversy  for  the 
school  —  but  otherwise  backed  him  up. 
He  suggested  lhat  Shaver  spell  out  in 
detail  what  sort  ol  behaviour  he  would 
I  expect  of  John  in  future.  John  agreed  to 
:  consider  such  a  document —  and 
;  ended  Ihe  meeting  by  offering  to  meet 
j  with  the  staff  or  students  to  open  a  dls- 
j  cussion  on  the  whole  issue.  The  answer 
;  was  no. 

Tneresulllng  "behaviour"  memo 
which  came  down  November  9  over 
William  Shaver's  signature  has  gained  a 
certain  notoriety.  It  is  included  In  the 
documentation  section  ol  the  brief  pre- 
sented to  the  Ontario  legislature  by  the 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  It 
moved  Dick  Beddoes,  a  columnist  lor 
ihe  Globe  and  Mail,  to  write  In  his 
!  column  November  22:  "A  heterosexual 
would  tell  the  principal  by  means  of  a 
|  homey  colloquialism  how  he  could  dis- 
pose of  his  ludicrous  conditions.  Tne 
homosexual  lifeguard  may  be  forced  to 
I  accept  them  because  he  needs  the  job." 
I      There  were  eight  criteria  to  be 
|  observed: 

I   1.  Thai  he  wear,  while  on  duty,  a  recog- 
nized Red  Cross  Instructor's  bathing 
suit  or  one  >nat  is  not  classified  as  a 
,      racing  suit. 

Continued  on  page  27 
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Conference  78:  making  it  strong 

Annual  conferences  of  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  have  become  the  occa- 
sion when  gay  Canada  talks  to  —  and  about  —  Itself. 
This  year,  It  has  a  lot  to  talk  about. 

And  II  does  so  In  the  context  of  a  developing  crisis  situation.  Bryant  — 
and  her  Canadian  cousins  —  appear  to  be  growing  in  power.  Lesbians  are  fired 
from  the  armed  forces,  are  losing  their  children;  this  paper  is  facing  serious 
criminal  charges;  Ihe  Damten  case  is  not  yet  In  court;  freedom  of  expression  Is 
being  attacked  on  any  number  of  fronts. 

Under  those  circumstances,  discussions  of  controversial  issues  might  well  be 
expected  lo  be  heated  and  animated.  Which  is  fine.  But  delegates  must  be  wary  of 
allowing  legitimate  political  differences  to  degenerate  into  name-calling  and  bad 
feeling.  We  are  ripe  for  disunity  —  there  are  many  Issues  which  will  seriously  divide 
delegates,  and  ihey  are  going  to  be  discussed  In  an  atmosphere  charged  with  the 
tension  of  a  developing  right  wing  offensive.  Our  job  will  be  to  discover  where  unity 
Is  possible  —  and  make  It  strong.  To  discover  where  we  legitimately  differ  —  and 
minimize  Ihe  weaknesses  such  differences  may  entail. 

Many  of  the  troublesome  questions  will  be  ones  generated  or  not  handled  by 
delegates  to  the  conference  In  Saskatoon  last  year. 

There  is  still  no  practical  solution  to  the  problem  of  how  to  Implement  Ihe  50  per 
cent  lesbian  control  resolution  passed  by  last  year's  conference 

The  important  questions  of  police  repression  and  how  to  deal  with  police 
harassment  were  entirely  avoided  in  Saskatoon,  A  comprehensive  position  on  the 
matter  had  been  adopted  at  ihe  Toronto  conference  two  years  ago,  but  a  number  of 
NGRC  groups  have  seriously  undermined  solidarity  by  actively  co-operating  with 
the  police.  The  massive  police  raid  on  the  gay  bar  Truxx  in  Montreal  underlined  the 
need  to  readdress  the  question  and  come  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  issues 
Involved 

There  are  new  problems.  Should  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  be  de- 
centralized —  moreol  the  work,  and  decision  making,  spread  around  the  country? 
Now  that  we've  set  up  some  programs  and  policy,  isn't  it  time  to  deal  with 
strategies  and  priorities?  Now  that  gay  rights  exist,  at  least  on  paper,  In  Quebec, 
where  do  the  Quebecois  and  pan-Canadian  movements  take  them?  Do  they  mean 
anything?  Should  Ihe  gay  movement  lake  a  posilion  on  sell-determi nation  lor 
Quebec? 
Thorny  problems. 

Our  job  will  be  lo  discover  where  unily  is  possible  —  and  make  it  strong. 
To  discover  where  we  legitimately  differ  —  and  minimize  the  weaknesses  such 
differences  may  entail. D 


Pull-out,  hello,  good-bye 


This  Is  one  of  The  Body  Pontic's  two  double  issues  per  year  —  and  Includes  for  the 
first  time  a  pull-out  iravel  section  lor  those  with  their  hearts  set  on  a  vacation  in 
Atlantic  Canada.  Much  ol  It  is  oriented  lo  Individuals  who  will  be  travelling  to 
Halifax  for  Ihe  gay  rights  conference  at  the  end  ol  June  —  but  good  eating  spots, 
good  cruising  spots  and  good  places  to  see  will  be  the  same  all  year.  Soil  you're 
flying  to  Frederlcton,  motoring  to  Moncton,  swimming  lo  St.  John's  or  hitching  to 
Halifax  —  pull  out  our  centre-spread  and  take  it  along, 

TBP  continues  to  be  committed  to  a  took  at  how  young  people  and  gay  adults 
Interact.  This  month,  it's  the  story  ol  a  courageous  swim  Instructor  In  Toronto  who 
risked  being  fired  rather  than  be  dishonest  about  his  lite.  Read  about  John  Argue's 
successful  fight  lo  keep  his  Job  as  an  open  gay  lifeguard  in  a  Toronto  public 
school  —  starting  on  page  1. 

"The  New  Age"  is  back  this  month  with  a  nineteen-year-old  lesbian's  memories 
of  coming  oul  al  seventeen.  Poignant,  Impressionistic  —  on  page  26. 

Lindsay  Kemp  and  troupe  have  been  startling  To ronlo  audiences  for  months  with 
Ihelr  overwhelming  and  explicitly  homoerollc  productions  of  Salome  and  Flowers. 
Our  Image  Ihls  month  talks  to  David  Haughton  —  typecast  as  an  angel.  But  very 
often  It's  Ihe  Angel  of  Death. 

This  Issue  we  say  hello  to  our  newest  collective  member  —  Robin  Hardy,  busily 
making  himself  Invaluable  in  the  news  department. 

And  we  say  good-bye  to  Merv  Walker.  He's  been  a  collective  member  since  Issue 
7,  has  done  —  at  one  lime  or  anolher  —  every  task  associated  with  the  paper,  and 
is  largely  responsible  for  every  smart  design  idea  that  turns  up  In  every  issue. 
Vancouver  is  claiming  him.  We  lose  a  good  friend  and  a  tireless  worker  —  no  small 
loss.  He  has  promised  to  maintain  contact  with  TBP  by  spending  time  writing  the 
articles  that  Ihe  dally  grind  ol  work  on  the  paper  never  allowed  belore.  It's  a  promise 
we'll  hold  him  to. 

The  CollectlveD 


Kernel  of  truth 

As  members  of  GATE  Toronlo  we  found 
Ken  Popart's  analysis  "Retreat  from 
politics?"  [TBP,  April)  a  destructive  and 
Incorrect  response  to  Ihe  present  dlf- 
ficullles  of  the  gay  movement  In 
Toronlo.  The  problem  is  not,  as  he 
suggests,  the  growth  of  new  groups  like 
the  Gay  Offensive  Collective,  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Trade  Union  Group  or 
Gay  Youth  Toronto.  In  fact,  these 
groups  represent  Important  gains  for 
our  movement. 

Neither  is  the  problem  one  of 
"defectors"  from  GATE,  as  Popert 
suggests.  The  problems  Of  GATE  are 
i   rooted  In  Its  inability,  so  far,  to  meet  the 
!   needs  of  radicalizing  gays  and  to 
develop  a  militant  perspective  on  how  to 
2/Body  Politic 


combat  the  attacks  upon  us. 

The  problem  for  us  Is  not  that  there 
are  many  groups  In  the  city.  Ralher  the 
problem  is  the  lack  of  united  action 
against  the  attacks  we  all  face.  The  anti- 
Bryant  actions  here  In  January  and 
across  Canada  In  April  provided 
Inspiring  examples  of  the  road  forward. 
In  Ihese  actions  we  united  In  coalitions 
which  took  up  demands  that  expressed 
all  of  our  needs,  began  to  develop  links 
with  Ihe  feminist  community  and  pro- 
tested in  militant  action  In  the  streets. 

Since  January  In  Toronlo  there  has 
been  a  falling  back  from  unlled  action 
and  here  we  hit  the  kernel  of  truth  In 
Popert's  analysis.  The  response  to 
increasing  assaults  on  us  must  not  be 
to  relreat  from  politics  but  to  come  out 
all  the  stronger  to  reforge  the  unity  of 


January  and  build  beyond  it  Part  of  this 
must  be  discussing  the  role  of  sexism 
and  ageism  In  hampering  the  unity  of 
our  movements,  beginning  fo  overcome 
this  Situation  and  clarifying  our  support 
lor  ihe  feminist  movemenL 
Hugh  English 
Gary  Kinsman 
Paul  Troll  ope 
Toronlo 

Ken  Popert  replies 

I  am  pleased  lhat  the  writers  snare  my 
concern  over  the  stale  of  the  gay  move- 
ment In  Toronto. 

They  criticize  my  article  as  destruct- 
ive and  Incorrect.  Nothing  in  their  letter 
supports  the  charge  ol  destructlveness 
and  I  think  It  can  be  fairly  set  aside  as  a 
rhetorical  flourish. 

I  would  agree  that  my  article  was  In- 
correct if  indeed  the  observations 
attributed  to  me  by  Ihe  wrilers  In  their 
firs!  paragraph  were  in  facl  mine.  I  did 
not  point  to  the  proliferation  of  small 
groups  or  to  defections  fjomGATEas 
the  problem  —  I  Isolated  these 
phenomena  as  symptoms  of  the 
problem,  which  I  characterized  —  us- 
ing the  expression  "retreat  from  politics 
—  as  a  trend  away  from  the  sustained 
work  of  organization. 

In  their  second  and  third  paragraphs, 
the  writers  simply  reiterale  that  obser- 
vation. I  cannot  see  much  to  choose  be- 
tween "falling  back  from  unlled  action" 
and  a  "retreat  from  politics"  as  I  defined 
it.  Happily,  Ihe  wrilers  generously  con- 
cede lhat  this  was  the  "kernel  of  truth" 
In  what  I  wrole  and  In  fact  finish  by 
taking  up  my  expression  as  their  own. 


Redefining  activism 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
discussion  lately  concerning  a  crisis 
conlrontlng  the  gay  movement.  So  far 
the  discussion  hasfocussedonthe 
movement  In  Ontario  with  particular 
attention  being  given  the  "fragmenta- 
tion" of  Toronlo  groups. 

Talk  of  crisis  seems  to  me  to  Indicate 
a  lack  of  understanding  on  the  part  of 
some  people  as  to  what  is  taking  place 
within  the  gay  community. 

It's  funny  how  yesterday's  radicals 
become,  imperceptibly,  the  conserva- 
tives of  today  Those  of  us  who  are  the 
"pioneers"  of  gay  activism,  who  have 
played  a  leading  role  In  establishing  the 
present  structures  and  strategies  of  Ihe 
movement  must  now  face  a  new  phen- 
omenon: the  second  generation  gay  acti- 
vist. Inspired  by  the  successes  of  the 
past  and  benefitting  from  the  height- 
ened consciousness  created  by  ten 
years  of  activism,  this  new  generation 
has  different  priorities  and  different 
Ideas  about  how  lo  advance  our 
struggle.  It  suddenly  occured  to  me  that 
almost  all  Ihe  people  putting  forward 
the  concept  of  crisis  are  the  people  who 
have  been  most  active  in  the  movement 
for  a  long  lime.  This  leads  me  to  wonder 
whether  the  tear  of  a  "crisis"  Is  not 
merely  the  fear  of  change  —  change  In 
the  structures  and  strategies  that  we 
have  held  near  and  dear  for  so  long. 

Uke  most  of  my  activist  friends  — 
Ihe  tired  old  laces  of  the  movement  —  I 
subscribed  to  the  belief  thai  out  move- 
ment was  in  the  midst  of  profound  crisis 
thai  threalened  to  result  in  the  collapse 
of  gay  activism.  A  lot  of  soul-searching 
In  recent  weeks  has  changed  all  of  this. 
I'm  not  at  all  convinced  anymore  that  we 
are  confronted  with  a  crisis  —  except 
posslblyacrislsofgrowth.il  Is  be- 
coming clear  lhat  ihe  present  uncer- 
tainties indicate  a  period  of  transition  In 
the  evolution  of  our  movement. 

Afew  years  from  now  we  will  proba- 
bly look  back  on  this  period,  in  a  posi- 
tive way,  as  an  essenllal  turning  point. 
Once  this  perspective  is  adopted  it  Is 
easy  to  put  to  rest,  once  and  for  all,  the 
various  theories  of  gloom  and  doom, 
instead,  we  can  begin  to  prepare  to 
adjust  to  the  new  and  progressive 
dynamics  lhat  are  likely  to  fundament- 
ally alter  our  struggle. 
Tom  Warner 
Toronto 

Ken  Popert  replies: 

TBP  demands  a  brief  reply:  Tom  Warner 
sees  no  problem  and  those  who  do. 
according  to  him  are  tired  old  faces  who 
lack  understanding.  Although  kindly 


Parliamentary  mail 

TBP  recenf/y  sent  complimentary 
copies  ol  Its  April  Issue  to  members 
ol  the  Parliamentary  Standing 
Committee  on  Justice  and  Legal 
Affairs  The  issue  contained  news 
coverage  and  an  analysis  ol  the  new 
pornography  legislation  proposed  by 
that  committee.  The  following  reply 
was  received  from  the  olllce  ol 
James  McGrath  IPC  —  St  John's 
East,  Nfld): 
Editor. 

Mr  McGrath  has  asked  me  to  return 
this  magazine  which  he  finds 
objectionable  and  repulsive. 
Secretary 
(unsigned) 


meant,  Ihls  is  not  discussion,  It  is  con- 
descension. To  his  final  point,  I  can  only 
reply  that  political  analysis  Is  a  guide  to 
action,  not  a  way  to  peace  of  mind. 

Religion  in  TBP 

Even  Ihough  I  am  nol  religious  myself, 
I'm  disappointed  that  MCC  or  Dignity  is 
not  allowed  any  space  in  reft  The 
collective  can't  really  be  liberated  un- 
less ll  accepts  philosophical  beliefs 
which  may  be  different  from  Us  own — 
as  long  as  all  contributors  are  for  gay 
lib,  ol  course. 

We  need  people  to  develop  cogent 
arguments  against  Biblical  strictures 
wtiich  after  all  can  be  used  lo  'prove' 
anything. 

Does  being  religious  mean  you 
cannot  be  a  'good'  gay  lib  person?  I  sub- 
mit the  answer  Is  'no.'  So,  how  about  it, 

rep? 

Shane  Que  Hee 
Hamilton 


Gay  daddies  get  together 

Asa  gay  daddy,  I  read  your  feature  "For- 
gotten Fathers"  In  Ihe  April  Issue  with 
considerable  interest  Gay  daddies  do, 
indeed,  tend  lobe  Invisible  In  our  so- 
ciety. This  may  well  be  because 
straights  find  men  who  have  rejected 
Ihe  straight  life  even  more  difficult  to 
deal  with  than  those  who  have 
ostensibly  never  tried  It. 

I  was  particularly  struck  by  Brian 
Miller's  comment  that  gay  daddies  tend 
to  experience  a  gap  In  their  lives  as 
fathers  and  their  lives  as  gay  men.  lama 
member  of  a  group  In  New  York  which  Is 
quietly  trying  to  fill  In  that  gap. 

The  Fathers  Group  was  formed  two 
years  ago  as  an  informal  group  of  divor- 
ced and  separated  gay  men  who  have 
children.  The  group  presently  has  30 
members.  We  meet  on  a  bi-weekly  basis 
to  discuss  common  and  unique 
problems.  Sometimes  we  probably 
sound  like  any  other  group  of  formerly 
married  men,  worrying  about  alimony, 
child  support  and  visitation.  At  other 
times  the  focus  Is  on  our  gayness  and 
how  It  relates  to  Oaddyhood. 

The  children,  too,  are  served  by  the 
group.  There  are  monthly  outings  with 
children,  daddies  and  their  lovers  to 
parks,  ice  skating  rinks  and  other  urban 
environments. 

The  Fathers  Group  acts  as  a  set  of 
stepping  siones  towards  Ihe  Integration 
ol  one's  life  as  a  daddy  and  one's  life  as 
a  gay  man.  And  we  are  planning  to  do 
somelhlng  about  our  Invisibility.  This 
June  we  will  be  marching  In  the  Chris- 
topher Street  Liberation  Day  Parade, 
banners  proudly  identifying  our 
daddy  hood. 
Henry  Waller  Weiss 
New  York  City 


Pornography 

Recently  we  have  received  a  number 
of  interesting  and  thoughtful  letters 
from  readers  on  the  relationship  of 
pornography,  censorship  and  femin- 
ism. Because  of  the  Importance  ol 
this  debate,  we  have  decided  to  print 
a  larger  selection  ol  these  letters  In 
our  Dexi  Issue  (August).  Further  res- 
ponses are  welcome. 


LETTERS 


No  to  dolorousness 

-Looking  for  Mr  Candybar"  {TBP,  May) 
was  a  line  parody,  the  son  ot  wit  we 
need  these  days  to  counter  all  those 
dolorous  —  but  necessary  —  columns 
about  Anna  Bryant  and  the  latest 
repealed  gay  rights  measure 

Keep  John  Forbes  writing.  He's  good. 
I  laughed.  My  gay  Iriends  laughed.  My 
straight  Iflends  laughed,  then  asked 
what  it  meant. 
Richard  La  bo  n  I* 
Ottawa 

Yes  to  history 

I  would  like  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks 
'  and  appreciation  to  Hubert  Kennedy  for 

the  researching  and  writing  ot  his 
:  articles  on  Karl  Helnrich  Uirlchs  {TBP. 
March  and  April,  1978).  No  doubt  there 
was  much  work  involved  and  I  am  glad 
that  Mr  Kennedy  has  taken  the  time  to 
Investigate  an  Important  part  ol  gay 
people's  past.  Such  articles  are  Import- 
ant to  help  educate  the  gay  community. 

The  Body  Politic  deserves  much 
credit  for  helping  the  growth  ot  gay  con- 
sciousness. I  look  forward  to  future 
articles  from  this  fine  author. 
Gary  Rocchlo 
San  Francisco,  CA 

Should  bars  be  trashed? 

I  found  Michael  RlordorVs  column 
"Private  Money"  {TBP,  May)  more  than  a 
bit  much.  What  I  gather  he  was  saying  Is 
that  this  would  be  such  a  better  world 
for  gays  II  we  would  use  our  energies 
and  money  to  purposes  other  than  the 
diversions  we  often  choose.  1  couldn't 
agree  more.  But  for  the  most  part  I 
found  the  article  offensive.  It  anger3  me. 
I  feel  trashed. 

Michael,  you  trash  30  much  of  what  Is 
gay  life  forme.  Vou  trash  the  ghetto. 
You  hate  it.  I  happen  to  live  In  it,  If  one 
exists  here.  I  need  It  and  I  want  It.  I  need 
to  see  other  visibly  gay  people  when  I 
step  out  my  door  and  walk  down  the 
street,  I  need  the  gay  bar.  You  tell  us  our 
beer  money  goes  to  keep  us 
opppressed.  What  would  you  have  us 
do? 

Stop  going,  I  suppose.  But  I  want  to 
be  In  the  company  of  other  gay  men.  I 
want  to  see  them  en  masse.  True,  the 
Lord  Elgin  Is  a  dreary  and  oppressive 
bar  at  the  best  of  limes,  but  don't  Imply  I 
have  low  gay  consciousness  because  I 
go  there.  Yes.  I  like  Donna  Summers. 
Yes,  I'm  Into  the  disco.  And  oh,  how  I'd 
love  to  go  to  Fire  Island.  Diversions! 

You  Imply  that  I'm  a  traitor  to  the  gay 
cause  because  I  drink  Florida  OJ.  And 
what  if  I  shop  at  Eaton's,  am  1  to  be 
shot?  Truly,  I  haven't  bought  a  thing 
there  In  years  {there's  no  downtown 
store  here).  But  then  you'll  often  see  me 
browsing  through  the  Salvation  Army, 
and  God  knows  how  anti-gay  they  are! 

Come  on,  Michael.  Is  your  radical  gay 
consciousness  really  any  more  con- 
structive. I've  found  it  derogatory  and 
oppressive. 
Peter  Gray 
Ottawa 

Michael  Rlordon  replies: 
Apparently  neither  of  us  is  particularly 
happy  with  the  private  and  public  money 
chains  we're  locked  into  —  can  anyone 
be,  besides  the  owners  of  the  chains? 
Question  is:  what  do  we  do  —  languish 
in  them,  pretend  to  Ignore  them,  make 
the  best  ot  them  or  light  them? 

News  desk  pickup 

I  think  that  David  Pinto's  criticism 
(Letters,  TBP,  May)  to  the  effect  that 
newspapers  do  not  pick  up  headlines 
from  each  other  or  from  Canadian  Press 
Is  naive. 

To  begin  with,  In  many  cities  one 
newspaper  produces  a  "bulldog" 
edition  which  comes  out  before  the 
!  others.  Most  media  outlets  In  that  city, 
;  whether  or  not  they  admit  It,  consult  the 
I  "bulldog"  edition  of  the  leading  paper  in 
order  to  examine  the  treatment  of  a 
particular  story.  Where  a  story  Is  par- 
:  llcularly  "hot"  or  sensitive,  one  fre- 
quently sees  a  fairly  consistent  pattern 
of  media  treatment  emerging  from  the 
corporate  press. 

Often  newspaper  desk  people,  oper- 
ating from  the  same  basic  assumptions 
about  what  Is  normal  and  what  their 
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bosses  want  to  see  in  the  paper,  do 
"pick  up"  headlines  from  each  other. 
This  may  be  done  consciously  (by  direct 

1  examination  ot  competing  newspaper) 

1  or  unconsciously  (through  the  process 
of  inculcation  ot  the  norms  and  biases 
of  the  corporate  press). 

When  I  worked  full-time  for  a  dally 
newspaper,  the  CP  wire  stories  were 
Indeed  transmitted  with  slugs,  breakers 
and  other  catch  words  which  could 
easily  be  "picked  up"  as  heads  by  news- 

|  paper  deskers. 

The  point  Is  that,  on  some  Issues,  we 
see  the  corporate  press  operating  from 

,  a  more-or-less  common  set  ol  values. 
And.  particularly  when  criticized  from 
the  outside  (by  the  gay  movement,  for 

'  example),  they  tend  to  close  ranks  and 
defend  each  others'  misdeeds. 
PaulTrallope 
Toronto 

Reality's  defeat 

Reality  defeats  Paul  Trollope's  analysis 
in  "Closetry's  Reward  or,  how  trying  to 
conceal  her  lesbianism  may  have  lost 
one  mother  the  custody  of  her  children" 
(T8P,  April).  That  mother  now  has  legal 
custody  of  the  two  older  children  and 
may  well  soon  have  ot  the  youngest,  as 
well  as  support  payments  for  them  from 
father. 

"Coming  out"  would  have  undoubt- 
edly cost  her  all  of  this  plus  her  job,  and 
been  a  resounding  defeat  for  the  cause 
of  lesbian  motherhood.  Of  course  we 
like  to  feel  that  If  all  gay  people  came 
out  today,  prejudice  would  end  and 
liberation  reign.  For  the  individual, 
however,  the  decision  to  acknowledge 
one's  homosexuality  must  be  made  with 
ajudlcious  eye  to  the  particular  circum- 
stances; It  is  an  option  to  be  taken  when 
In  a  position  of  personal  security,  rather 
than  weakness. 

Mr  Trollope's  analysis  would  be 
better  drawn  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
event.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  outcome 
of  the  case?  He  need  only  have  asked. 
Chris  Vogel 
Winnipeg 

PaulTrollopB  replies; 
I  think  Chris  rather  misses  the  point.  If 
the  two  of  us  are  Indeed  talking  about 
the  same  case,  mother  may  well  have 
custody  now,  but  all  this  proves  Is  that 
child  custody  decisions  are  never 
final  —  something  the  gay  movement 
has  been  pointing  out  for  years,  and 
something  that  is  often  used  to  take 
away  children  from  lesbian  and  gay 
parents. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  "coming 
out"  would  have  lost  this  woman  her 
children.  The  analysis  did  not  pretend 
otherwise.  Rather  it  suggested  that  the 
eventual  result  of  open  lesbians  and 
gays  fighting  custody  battles  In  court 
would  be  to  force  the  courts  to  change 
their  anti-gay  and  hypocritical  stances. 

What  Is  Important  is  that  the  case  I 
was  reporting  is  a  published  legal  prece- 
dent. The  woman's  attempt  to  conceal 
certain  information  from  the  court 
provided  a  smokescreen  behind  which 
the  court  could  piously  sermonize  about 
parents  who  do  not  tell  the  court  the 
whole  story.  The  court  Is  thus  able  to 
avoid  specifically  citing  lesbianism  as  a 
reason  lor  denying  a  mother  custody  of 
her  children.  □ 
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Lee's  celebration  ot  the  "sexual  delivery  system"  gay  men  have 
developed. 
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Gay  youth  plan  assault 
on  school  system 


Representatives  ol  gay  youth  from 
Canada  and  Quebec  meeting  In  Toronto 
over  the  Victoria  Day  weekend  have 
formed  a  National  Gay  Youth  Coalition. 

The  new  group,  with  headquarters  In 
both  Montreal  and  Toronto,  Is  Intended 
to  give  gay  youth  a  united  voice  In  both 
the  Canadian  political  system  and  the 
gay  movement. 

The  conference,  described  as 
"Immensely  successful"  by  the  organi- 
zers, articulated  fifteen  demands 
ranging  from  support  for  gay  youth 
group  homes  to  a  call  for  more  access 
10  high  schools,  but  failed  to  resolve  the 
controversial  question  of  age  of 
consent  laws. 

Over  75  delegates,  some  from  as  tar 
away  as  Vancouver,  Yale  and  Montreal, 
attended  three  days  of  workshops  and 
plenaries  In  what  was  called  "the  first 
Bi-natlonal  Gay  Youth  Conference." 

The  most  contentious  Issue  facing 
ihe  delegates  was  the  question  of  age 
of  consent  laws  —  the  age  at  which 
sexual  acts  between  consenting 
individuals  become  legal.  The  age  of 
consent  for  homosexual  acts  Is  twenty- 
one;  under  most  circumstances  it  Is 
eighteen  for  heterosexuals, 

"We  didn't  come  to  a  conclusion  on 
the  matter  aVthls  conference,"  said 
Mark  Whitehead  of  Gay  Youlh  Toronto, 
'"but  the  general  consensus  is  that 
change  of  some  kind  Is  absolutely 
necessary." 

Delegates  were  divided  over  whether 
thedemand  should  be  lot  abolition  of 
ageof  consent  laws,  or  for  an  equal- 
ization which  would  bring  Ihe  age  lor 
gayyouth  In  line  with  that  for  straight 
youth.  The  conference  resolved  the 
Issue  by  deciding  to  give  the  subject 
,  priority  discussion  over  thecoming 
i  year.and  by  calling  iorthe  preparation 
Of  a  policy  paper  to  be  debated  during 
the  second  annual  conference  In  1979. 

Many  delegates  were  upset  and 
disappointed  that  the  group  did  not 
endorse  a  policy  already  part  of  the 
program  of  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition.  "The  laws  do  not  protect  the 
young,"  said  one  disgruntled  delegate, 
"they  oppress  us.  There's  a  necessity  to 
protect  people  from  assault  and 
coercion,  and  that's  what  concerns 
A  /Body  Politic 


those  who  want  a  uniform  age  of 
consent  law.  But  it's  the  young  people 
who  llnd  themselves  placed  In  training 
homes  when  they're  convicted  for 
under-age  sex  offences  " 

There  was  little  dissension  around 
other  demands  which  came  out  of  the 
conference.  They  Included  support  for 
gayyouth  group  homes  such  as  Tri-Ald 
House  In  Toronto,  more  liaison  with 
social  service  agencies  dealing  with  gay 
youth,  economic  Independence  for 
youth,  support  (or  the  victims  of  the 
Truxx  raid  in  Montreal,  and  support  for 
self-determination  tor  Quebec.  Items  of 
particular  interest  to  women  included 
demands  for  more  emphasis  on 
women's  culture  and  history  In  the 
school  system,  and  (or  custody  rights 
for  lesbian  mothers. 

The  group  also  endorsed  the 
Revolutionary  Prostitutes'  League's  call 
for  the  decriminalization  of  prostitution. 

Ralph  Lesser,  who  co-ordinated  Ihe 
conference  with  David  Mlglcovsky  ot 
Jeunesses  Gal(e)s  de  Montreal, 
commented  that  "the  workshops  were 
serious  but  not  dogmatic.  The  most 
important  demands  were  those 
concerning  the  school  system,  and  the 
multi-angled  approach  to  getting  access 
to  the  education  system."  The  group 
has  agreed  to  raise  funds  to  compile  a 
book  for  students  about  homosexuality, 
and  hopes  logo  Into  high  schools  to 
bring  the  whole  discussion  out  of  the 
closet 

There  are  plans  to  leaflet  high 
schools,  and  to  apply  pressure  to 
Boards  of  Education  and  Parent- 
Teacher  Associations,  as  well  as  the 
school  administration  and  student 
councils. 

Astructural  meeting  will  be  held  In 
tour  weeks  f  o  form  a  steering 
committee,  and  decide  on  how  to 
Implement  resolutions.  A 
subconference  Is  planned  for  October. 
Representatives  ot  the  various  youth 
groups  will  meet  to  further  discuss 
Implementation  of  the  demands,  and  to 
co-ordinate  communication  between 
the  Montreal  and  Toronto  national 
offices  ot  the  National  Coalition  of  Gay 
Youth. 

by  Robin  Hardy. 


Heading  for  the  centre 
of  their  lives 


Impressions  of  a  slightly  older  youth 


The  workshop  was  called  "Coming 
Out."  Thirty-five  young  men  and  women, 
seventeen  to  twenty-seven  attended. 
They  began  with  parents. 

There  was  the  lesbian  from  a  radical 
left  family  whose  mother  told  her, 
"That's  great!  When  are  you  going  to 
bring  home  one  ot  your  older  woman 
friends  for  me  to  meet?" 

There  was  the  young  gay  man,  from  a 
family  with  a  long  and  firm  tradition  of 
male  dominance,  who  saw  his  father  cry 
lor  Ihe  first  time  when  he  was  told.  The 
father,  two  years  later.  Is  continuing  to 
learn  and  learning  to  believe. 

There  was  the  1 7-year-old  who 
doesn't  dare  come  out  to  his  family 
because  his  lover  is  thirty-eight.  Quebe- 
cois  and  Chinese  delegates  spoke  of 
the  cultural  barriers  they  must  face  In 
coming  out  —  barriers  propped  up  by 
the  strong  family  structure  they  find 
themselves  In. 

Someone  compares  the  problems  ot 
gay  people  to  those  of  blacks  —  but 
realizes  that  the  analogy  is  not  a  strong 
one,  A  black  child  who  becomes  a 
victim  ol  discrimination  can  at  least  turn 
to  his/her  family  for  support.  This  work- 
shop has  become  Ihe  family  for  these 
people,  providing  In  one  hour  the 
support  and  access  to  shared 
experience  that  most  have  missed  for 
all  of  their  young  lives. 

Another  workshop  —  Youth  and 
Liberation.  Tim  Guest  is  chairing,  and 
he  wants  to  Be  different.  "Why  should 
we  bother  trying  lo  fit  Into  the  Pepsi 
generation?  Why  accept  the  sexist  play- 
roles  of  the  coca-cola  and  doublemlnl 
world?" 

Another  voice  —  on  oppression 
Inside  the  gay  community,  on  the  role  / 
so  many  young  gay  men  find  them- 


selves pushed  Into  —  "young,  dumb 
and  full  of  cum."  He  spoke  of  the  older 
men  who  refuse  to  take  the  young 
seriously  —  either  as  lovers  or  as  politi- 
cal allies.  They  make  the  connec- 
tion —  "Beautiful  women  have  played  up 
to  this.  A  lot  of  young  gays  get  a  real 
power  trip  from  being  on  the  pedestal. 
You  can  end  up  bitter  and  hard.  And  sus- 
picious. No  one  likes  you  for  what  you 
are." 

It  was  clear  they  still  had  to  come  to 
terms  with  gay  people  older  than  them- 
selves. And  that  older  people  would 
have  to  change  their  attitudes.  "Gay 
youth  are  often  out  ol  the  home  sooner 
than  straights  because  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  being  gay  In  a  heterosexual 
family.  So  older  gay  men  can  till  a  much 
needed  role  sometimes  as  surrogate 
parents.  We  have  to  get  away  from  the 
image  of  'chicken'  and  'chicken 
hawk'  —  we  have  to  end  the  exploitative 
nature  of  those  relationships." 

These  young  people  are  dangerous. 
They're  learning  that  the  nuclear  family 
expressway  leads  straight  lo  the  side- 
lines of  life.  They're  laklng  the  exit 
ramp  —  and  heading  for  the  centres  of 
thelrown  lives. 

Whal  are  they  going  to  find?  As  one 
delegate  put  it,  "It's  good  to  be  who  you 
are  It's  good  to  be  'abnormal.'  We  know 
what  we  have  to  do  —  it's  a  question  of 
confidence  now,  and  we're  finding  that 
In  these  gay  youth  groups." 

They  know  their  politics  and  their  pre- 
dicament. And  they  know  where  to 
begin  —  Ihe  Chief  resolution  al  ihe  final 
plenary  urged  that  an  assault  begin  on 
the  educational  system. 

Growing  up  will  never  be  Ihe  same. 
by  RoWn  Hardy 
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"The  people  who  produced  the  'moderate' 

and  'reasonable'  brief ...  will  be  marching 

on  Queen's  Park  if  the  legislators  ignore  it." 

A  look  at  reaction  to  the  CGRO  brief. 


government's  position  on  the  issue. 

Although  gay  movement  leaders 
found  some  of  Smilh's  comments 
patronizing  and  misleading  —  he  spoke 
of  how,  as  a  psychiatrist,  he  had  treated 
"many  ol  these  troubled  persons"  —  he 
did  support  the  amendment  to  the  code, 
and  added,  "lam  no  more  afraid  of  hav- 
ing my  son,  for  Instance,  learn  In  a 
school  where  (here  Is  a  teacher  who 
may  In  his  private  life  have  a  homo- 
sexual orientation  than  I  am  afraid  of 
having  my  daughter  study  In  a  school 
where  there  Is  a  teacher  who  has  a 
heterosexual  orientation." 

The  statements  were  made  May  4 
during  a  debate  In  the  legislature  on  (he 
report  of  the  Ontario  Human  flights 
Commission,  Ufa  Togo  frier.  That 
report's  most  controversial 
recommendation  was  that  sexual  orien- 
tation be  added  to  Ihe  Code. 

During  the  debate,  all  New  Demo- 
cratic Party  members  who  spoke  on  the 
issue  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
amendment.  The  NDP  Is  the  only  party 
with  a  "gay  rights  plank."  Support  for 
legislative  protection  tor  gays  Is  party 


CGRO  brief  prompts 

media  support  for  Code  change 


Liberal  Party  leader  joins  growing  list  of  supporters 


A  brief  presented  to  the  Ontario  legis- 
lature recently  has  resulted  in  favour- 
able coverage  in  two  Toronto  dailies, 
and  prompted  the  leader  of  the  provin- 
cial Liberals  to  endorse  the  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code. 

The  brief,  Discrimination  and  the  Gay 
Minority,  was  distributed  May  3  to  ell 
members  of  the  Ontario  legislature.  The 
document  had  been  prepared  by  the 
Coalition  for  Gay  flights  In  Ontario 
(CGRO). 

The  Toronto  Star,  In  an  editorial  May 
20,  stated  that  "As  long  as  homosexual 
citizens  have  no  protection  against  dis- 
crimination In  employment  and 
housing,  Ontario's  human  rights  code 
remains  Inadequate."  Norman  Webster 
of  the  Globe  and  Mall  devoted  his 
column  May  18  to  the  brief  and  Liberal 
leader  Stuart  Smith's  endorsatlon,  and 
called  on  the  Tories  and  Labour  Minister 
Bette  Stephenson  to  put  forward  the 

Damien  destitute, 
Committee  launches 
plea  for  help 

John  Damien  Is  personally  broke,  and 

has  been  for  a  long  time,  says  the 
Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  The 
Committee  Is  accepting  contributions 
for  John's  personal  subsistence  In 
addition  to  conducting  fundralslng  for 
the  legal  defense  fund  through  its 
Prolect  Pledgecard. 

Michael  Lynch,  chairperson  of  the 
Committee,  pointed  out  that  all  his  life 
Damlen's  training  was  In  one  employ- 
ment area  only,  racing.  Two  non-racing 
Jobs  since  his  firing  have  been  unsuc- 
cessful and  consumed  time  he  needed 
to  spend  on  his  case.  The  racing  sales 
job  which  he  got  two  months  ago  Is 
based  completely  on  commissions,  and 
John  has  yet  to  make  a  sale  although  he 
works  hard  contacting  potential  cus- 
tomers on  the  tracks, 

"After  the  firing  It  did  not  take  long  to 
exhausl  his  savings,"  Lynch  said,  "and 
John  began  to  sell  off  his  posesslons. 
He's  at  rock  botlom  now.  The  other  day 
he  sold  the  last  sellable  item,  his 
vacuum  cleaner.  For  over  a  year  he's 
had  to  rely  on  small  gifts  and  loans  from 
his  family  In  order  to  eat  and  pay  the 
rent."  Just  this  month  he  had  no  funds 
to  pay  his  Ontario  Health  Insurance 
Premiums  until  the  committee  located 
some  willing  contributors.  "I  don't  think 
I  could  endure  this  kind  of  existence 
myself,"  Lynch  said,  "even  for  gay  liber- 
ation. And  I  think  that  most  gays  who 
are  used  to  regular  earnings  of  any  sort 
would  also  have  a  tough  time.  The 
Committee  decided  we  had  an  obliga- 
tion to  help  John  personally  as  well  as 
politically.  He  said  he  wanted  no  hand- 
outs, but  we  told  him  this  wasn't  a 
matter  of  a  handout.  He's  spending 
several  years  of  his  life  for  a  case  that, 
when  he  wins,  will  benefit  all  of  us.  He 
works  hard  at  It,  spending  hours  study- 
ing transcripts  of  the  discoveries, 
writing  lo  supporters,  collecting  and 
verifying  evidence  for  the  trial.  He's 
given  up  all  kinds  of  personal  privacy.  In 
a  real  sense,  he's  working  for  all  gay 
Canadians,  and  we're  negligent  if  we 
don't  help  him  out." 

The  Committee  reported  recently  that 
its  Pro)ect  Pledgecard  has  met  an  excel- 
lent response;  fifty-five  people  have 
pledged  $10  a  month  for  the  next  year  to 
keep  the  legal  side  of  the  case  going. 
Many  smaller  pledges  have  helped  bring 
the  project  near  the  three-quarters  mark 
towards  It's  goal. 

Contributions  going  directly  to  the 
Committee  and  marked  "for  personal 
subsistence"  will,  Lynch  promised,  be 
channeled  directly  to  the  man  respons- 
ible lor  this  major  gay-rights  battle.  □ 
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policy  both  In  Ontario  and  at  the  federal 
level. 

The  only  speaker  from  the 
government,  John  Williams  (PC  — 
Oriole),  spoke  against  the 
recommendation  on  (he  grounds  that  It 
was  not  the  government's  Job  to  be 
legislating  social  behaviour  and 


The  government  has  come  under 
much  criticism  for  refusing  to  deal  with 
the  recommendations  of  Ufa  Together, 
for  reducing  the  budget  of  theOHRC, 
and  for  appointing  a  long-time  civil  ser- 
vant Dorothea  Crittenden  to  head  the 
Commission. 

The  CGRO  brief  was  presented  to  the 
press  May  17  during  a  press  conference 
at  the  Legislature.  The  presentation  was 
made  by  Tom  Warner,  CGRO  co- 
ordinator, Michael  Lynch,  chairperson 
of  the  Committee  to  Defend  John 
Damien,  and  Brent  Hawkes  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Claire  Hoy  of  Ihe  Toronto  Sun  was 
present  and  his  column  May  IB,  headed 
"Homosexuals  far  from  harmless,"  lam- 
ented Ihe  support  given  the  sexual 
orientation  amendment  by  the  NDP  and 
Liberal  leader  Smith. 

According  to  CGRO  coordinator  Tom 
Warner,  support  continues  to  grow  for 
the  amendment,  although  some  Con- 
servative and  Liberal  MPPs  are  still 
reluctant  to  make  public  their  private 
support.  "If  and  when  the  sexual 
orientation  amendment  comes  to  a  vole 
In  the  Legislature,"  he  said,  "CGRO  will 
be  pushing  for  a  free  vote  on  the  Issue, 
thereby  allowing  Individual  Tory 
members  to  vote  In  favour  of  the 
legislation," 

Indications  are  that  the  government 
may  Introduce  a  bill  this  fall  covering  at 
least  some  of  the  recommendations  of 
Ufa  Together. 

Interested  Individuals  may  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  CGRO  brief,  Discrimination 
and  the  Gay  Minority,  by  sanding  $1.50 
to:  CGflO,  PO  Box  156,  Sin  P,  Toronto. 
ON,  M5S  2S7. 

by  BUI  Lewis: 


Guilty  of  brutal  attack, 
'queerbashers'  get  jail  term 


A  Toronto  Judge  sentenced  three  youths 
toelght  months  In  jail  and  one  year  pro- 
bation May  2  for  the  savage  beating  of 
three  men  In  Toronto's  Rlverdale  Park 
last  September. 

In  sentencing  the  three  —  all  In  their 
late  teens  —  Judge  O'Connell  said  the 
case  was  the  most  difficult  he  had  ever 
dealt  wllh,  and  termed  the  attacks 
"brutal  and  animalistic."  Holding  up 
hospital  photographs  of  the  victims, 
O'Connell  said,  "I  cannot  even  Identify 
from  these  photographs  any  of  the  three 
victims  who  testified  before  this  court, 
their  Injuries  are  so  horrible.  The  attacks 
took  place  without  reason  or  cause  In  a 
public  park  in  the  evening,  and  the  vic- 
tims had  every  right  to  be  there.  This 
crime  was  an  attack  on  an  alleged 
specific  group  of  persons  whom  you 
and  your  friends  believe  to  be  homo- 
sexuals. Every  member  of  society  must 
respect  the  privacy  and  dignity  of 
others." 

These  attacks  occurred  September 
10, 1977  One  of  the  juveniles  suggested 
they  go  to  the  park  and  "punch  out 
some  queers"  after  the  group  had 
consumed  two  cases  of  beer.  All  three 
were  residents  of  Clifton  House,  a 
group  home  for  delinquent  boys. 

The  three  men  they  attacked  that 
evening  were  brutally  beaten,  and  left 
naked  and  covered  In  blood.  All  were  in 
hospital  for  weeks,  and  required  treat- 
ment for  broken  ribs  and  facial  bones, 
lacerations  and  Internal  Injuries.  All 
suffered  permanent  physical  and 
psychological  damage.  One  of  the 
victims  testified,  "I  feel  older  than  I  am. 
I'm  much  more  cautious  than  I  used  to 
be,  cautious  of  strangers  and  dark  — 
physical  things." 


Police  arrested  the  three  assailants 
the  following  day.  Their  blood  soaked 
clothing  was  still  in  the  house. 

During  the  trial,  evidence  was 
presented  to  suggest  that  In  fact, 
Rlverdale  Park  was  a  place  where  a 
person  might  be  in  danger  from  assault 
by  a  homosexual.  Police  Constable 
David  Robinson  testified  that  the  park 
had  a  reputation  for  homosexual 
activity,  and  when  he  was  a  plainclothes 
officer,  he  was  assaulted  there  on  one 
occasion. 

"Assault"  on  such  occasions  usually 
means  that  a  plainclothes  officer  has 
enticed  a  gay  man  Into  touching  him. 
The  officer  Is  then  able  to  arrest  the 
man  and  charge  him  with  "Indecent 
assault."  That  tactic,  known  as 
entrapment,  Is  legal  In  Canada 

Observers  at  the  trial  felt  the 
constable's  testimony  was  an  attempt 
to  discredit  the  victims,  and  bring  into 
question  their  reasons  for  being  In  the 
park  that  night.  Judge  O'Connell's 
statements  during  sentencing,  however, 
appear  to  Indicate  that  he  had  chosen  to 
Ignore  that  line  of  reasoning. 

In  a  statement  to  TBP,  the  director  of 
Clifton  House  said  that  homophobic 
prejudice  Is  something  the  home 
leaders  constantly  have  to  deal  with.  He 
said  the  attack  had  been  led  by  a 
Juvenile  who  often  frequented  Rlverdale 
Park  on  his  own.  On  occasion,  he  had 
been  approached  by  gay  men,  and  two 
days  before  the  beatings  occurred,  he 
had  been  accused  of  being  gay  himself. 

At  the  end  of  the  trial,  the  Judge 
estimated  that  each  of  the  victims  could 
recover  up  to  S75.000  from  the  Criminal 
Injuries  Compensallon  Board. 

by  Robin  Hardy 


Just  give  them  a 
classy  looking  brief, 
and  they*  II  eat  out  of 
your  hand 

Commentary  by  Chris  Bearchell 


At  a  press  conference  May  17,  the 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  In  Ontario 
(CGRO)  announced  to  the  media  the 
presentation  of  a  brief  to  Ontario  MPPs. 
The  document  makes  the  case  for 
including  sexual  orientation  as  grounds 
on  which  discrimination  Is  prohibited. 
Called  Discrimination  and  the  Gay 
Minority,  it  was  carefully  written  by  a 
subcommittee  of  CGRO,  and  was  attrac- 
tively designed  and  produced  by  Pink 
Triangle  Press  as  part  of  Its  contribution 
to  the  protect.  The  straight  press,  or 
most  of  It  anyway,  was  suitably 
Impressed. 

The  Globe  and  Malta  Queen's  Park 
correspondent  Norman  Webster  noted 
that  CGflO  showed  "It  is  possible  to  put 
the  homosexual  case  rationally  and 
moderately  to  the  province's  legis- 
lators." In  the  same  column,  almost  In 
the  same  breath,  he  smears  the  organi- 
zed gay  movement  as  "militants  who 
chant  offensive  slogans  at  Anita  Bryant, 
or  demand  that  their  preferences  be 
taught  In  the  schools  as  a  neat 
alternative  to  heterosexuallty,  or  are 
droll  In  print  about  the  seduction  of 
young  boys," 

The  Toronto  Star,  notorious  for  Its 
long-standing  anti-gay  policy,  actually 
editorialized  In  favour  of  the  pro-gay 
amendment  to  the  Human  Rights  Code. 
Yes,  that's  the  same  Toronto  Star  that's 
been  found  guilty  of  anti-gay  discrim- 
ination more  than  once  by  the  Ontario 
Press  Council. 

There's  a  common  thread  running 
through  the  pronouncements  of  both 
papers  —  that  a  "decent"  branch  of  the 
homosexual  rights  movement  Is  respon- 
sible for  this  "reasonable"  and  "moder- 
ate" brief.  There's  a  new  tactic  at  work 

—  creating  two  categories  of 
"deviants",  the  decent  and  the  militant, 
and  pitting  them  against  each  other. 
Any  advances  are  credited  to  the 
"decent"  set;  setbacks  of  any  kind  can 
be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  crazed 
militants.  It  reminds  me  of  "good" 
versus  "uppity"  —  as  in  niggers. 

CGflO's  recent  brief,  while  more 
complete  than  earlier  efforts,  says 
nothing  new  and  doesn't  say  It  In  a  qual- 
itatively different  way.  And  CGflO  Is  the 
same  coalition  that  organized  some  of 
Ontario's  most  spirited,  and  yes,  most 
militant  demonstrations  and  rallies. 

The  one  member  of  the  press  who 
seems  to  realize  this  Is  the  rabidly  anti- 
gay  Sun  columnist,  Claire  Hoy.  Of 
course,  he  also  thinks  CGRO  Is  a  sub- 
versive plot  which  Is  simply  becoming 
more  adept  at  disguise.  Nothing  could 
be  further  from  the  truth,  of  course. 
The  Coalition  Is  perfectly  open  about  Its 
methods  and  goals,  and  has  frequently 
presented  Itself  to  the  public  through 
the  conventional  channels  —  press 
conferences,  briefs  and  so  on.  However, 
many  of  us  know  all  too  well  that  such 
established  tactics  have  a  mysterious 
way  of  going  nowhere,  and  leading  to 
precious  few  results  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  So  we've  frequently  turned  to 
other  (and  equally  legitimate)  means  to 
bring  our  struggle  to  public  and  media 
attention.  We  picket,  we  rally,  we 
demonstrate. 

There  are  not  two  wings  of  the  gay 
movement  —  one  decent  and  discreet; 
the  other  militant  and  unruly.  The 
people  who  produced  the  "moderate" 
and  "reasonable"  brief  are  the  same 
people  who  will  be  marching  on 
Queen's  Park  II  the  legislators  try  to 
Ignore  IL  Despite  our  diversity,  the 
organized  expression  of  the  gay  com- 
munity In  Ontario  la  still  all  In  one  camp 
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Remember  the  largest  mass  arrest 
since  the  War  Measures  Act? 
The  Truxx  trial  begins. 


Prairie  conference 
urges  regional 
organizing 

Over  100  men  and  women,  Including 
delegates  from  12  prairie  gay  organiza- 
tions, participated  in  the  Prairie  Gay 
Conference  held  In  Saskatoon  May  19- 
22. 

According  to  the  Education  and  Poli- 
tical Action  Committee  of  Saskatoon, 
the  weekend  was  an  excellent  working 
conference  characterized  by  spirited, 
serious  discussions  which  resulted  In 
near  unanimity  on  all  resolutions. 

The  ma|or  emphasis  of  the  confer- 
ence was  on  regional  organizing.  Gay 
Friends  of  Brandon  presented  a  work- 
shop on  organizing  gays  in  a  small 
centre  and  delegates  voted  that  a  direc- 
tory of  gay  resources  on  the  Prairies  be 
compiled  and  distributed  by  the  Saskat- 
chewan Gay  Coalition, 

Discussions  of  gay  culture  at  the  con- 
ference resulted  In  plans  for  a  major  gay 
cultural  celebration  to  be  held  on  the 
Prairies  sometime  this  fall.  As  well,  a 
collective  is  being  formed  In  Saskatoon 
to  produce  a  journal  devoted  to  gay 
cultural  works.  Gay  persons  from 
accross  the  country  have  been  Invited  to 
submit  prose,  poetry,  graphics,  and 
photos  to  the  Journal  Collective  at  Box 
7506,  Saskatoon, 

Approximately  half  the  participants  In 
the  conference  were  women  and  there 
was  extensive  discussion  of  the  role  of 
lesbians  In  groups  such  as  the  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  (NGRC).  In  the 
final  plenary  session,  delegates 
passed  a  number  of  resolutions 
directed  at  the  NGRC  conference  to  be 
held  in  Halifax  June  8.  Specifically,  the 
Prairie  conference  endorsed  NGRC's 
policy  of  providing  lesbians  with  50%  of 
the  decision  making  power,  but  op- 
posed NGRC's  proposal  for  Imple- 
mentation of  the  voting  procedure.  The 
Prairie  resolution  called  for  a  tally  lo  be 
made  of  all  male  and  female  delegates 
present  at  any  NGRC  meeting,  and  that 
the  voting  power  of  lesbian  delegates 
be  prorated  to  equal  that  of  the  male 
delegates. 

The  conference  also  called  on  NGRC 
to  raise  funds  for  travel  assistance  to 
lesbian  delegates  and  that  NGRC  re- 
quire member  groups  to  hold  at  least 
one  benefit  a  year  to  finance  such  a 
fund. 

a  detailed  resolution  forwarded  by 
A/ferSfonewatfof  Winnipeg  called  tor 
the  restructuring  of  NGRC.  It  recom- 
mended that  a  coordinating  body  of 
NGRC  composed  of  16  persons,  with  at 
least  8  lesbians,  be  elected  by  delegates 
at  the  annual  NGRC  meetings.  The  co- 
ordinating committee  would  then  free 


Gays  of  Ottawa,  the  presenting  Coord- 
inating office,  lo  concentrate  on  Mason 
I  and  monitoring  of  the  Federal  Parlla- 
1  ment.  The  resolution  also  proposes  that 
1  the  location  of  the  coordinating  office 
be  rotated  around  major  NGRC  groups, 
i      In  addition  to  the  many  workshops. 
I  the  Saskatoon  conference  provided  a 
variety  of  social  events  throughout  the 
|  weekend.  Three  dances,  the  film  Some 
■  American  Feminists,  and  a  performance 

by  lesbian  comedian  Lorna  Boschman 
|  of  Winnipeg  were  allattended  by  two  to 
I  three  hundred  people.' 

In  the  words  of  Doug  Wilson,  one  of 
I  theconference  organizers,  "The 
strength,  energy  and  commitment  to 
l  united  effort  by  Prairie  groups,  as  well 
,  as  the  working  harmony  exhibited  by 

lesbians  and  gay  men  at  this  conference 
1  was  truly  exciting,  these  factors  plus 
I  hot,  sunny  days,  Saskatoon  In  spring,  a 
full  moon  and  fine  people  made  the  con- 
.  ference  very  much  a  success." 
I      The  final  decision  of  the  delegates 

was  a  commitment  to  hold  a  Prairie  Gay 
'  Conference  annually,  with  the  next  con- 
ference to  be  hosted  by  Calgary  In  May 
1979.D 


'Bawdy  house'  or  not? 
Truxx  trials  begin 

The  owner  of  Truxx  went  on  trial  during 
i  the  week  of  May  8  at  the  Montreal 
Municipal  Court. 

This  Is  the  first  step  in  what  most 
observers  agree  will  be  a  long  and  com- 
plicated legal  story. 

Last  October  22  city  police,  armed 
with  machine  guns,  raided  Truxx.  a 
popular  downtown  gay  men's  bar.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-five  men  were  sub- 
sequently charged  under  various 
sections  of  the  Criminal  Code.  The  most 
common  charge  was  being  a  found-in  in 
a  "common  bawdy  house."  It  was  the 
largest  mass  arrest  since  the  War 
Measures  Act  was  invoked  In  1970. 

This  opening  trial  had  the  responsi- 
bility of  establishing  whether  or  not 
Truxx  was  In  fact  a  "common  bawdy 
house." 

According  to  section  179  (1)  (b)  of  the 
Criminal  Code,  a  "common  bawdy 
house"  Is  defined  as  a  public  place 
resorted  to  "for  the  purposes  of  prosti- 
tution or  the  practice  of  acts  of  In- 
decency." 

Since  the  bar's  owner,  Mr  Salvaglo, 
decided  to  plead  not  guilty  to  the 
charges  of  keeping  a  "bawdy  house." 
the  burden  of  proof  rested  with  the  city 
of  Montreal.  The  Court  had  already 
heard  the  corroborating  testimony  of 
the  five  morality  squad  officers  Involved 
In  the  raid,  and  their  precise  and  clrcum 
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Chrte  Bearchell  or  the  Gay  OHenslve  Collective  puts  thumbs  down  on  the  latest  Hollywood 
assault  on  gay  people.  About  twenty-live  gay  man  and  women  picketed  a  showing  of  the  new  film 
chMdrSo  Portrays  a  lesbian  and  gay  man  who  fall  in  love,  get  married,  and  have 

kK^PiC™!;ih*ld  'n  Tof°n,° '" lh*  Wrly  even,n«  ot  """>  ^  was  ,llm*  >* th*  Gay  Offensive  Col- 
wciiYB.  a  media  group  currently  producing  a  series  of  cable  television  shows  lor  Rogers  Cable 
The  group  handed  a  leaflet  to  passers-by  which  read  In  pari:  "The  moral  of  the  story  Hele.o- 
se.ufli  is  what  everybody  should  be,  wants  to  be,  and  can  be  -  given  the  rtght  punishment  or 
rewara  Lesbians  and  gay  men  are  not  convertible  -  nor  do  we  want  to  be.  We  are  fighting  to  be 


<  stantlal  statements  seemed  to  justify 
the  merits  of  the  charge, 
i      In  fact,  during  ten  days  preceding  the 

raid,  plainclothes  officers  observed 
,  activities  Inside  the  bar.  The  numerous 
I  allegations  of  "gross  Indecency"  and 
"Indecent  acts"  —  which  were  des- 
cribed at  great  length  and  In  minute 
detail  —  constitute  the  basis  ol  the 
proof  of  the  charge. 

The  proprietor's  defence  has  been 
organized  In  conjunction  with  the 
Defence  Committee  of  the  Truxx 
Accused,  In  order  to  assure  the  appear- 
ance of  about  30  witnesses  —  In  most 
j  cases  regular  customers  ofTruxx. 

The  Court  has  already  heard  12  of 
I  these  witnesses,  and  all  testified  that 
they  had  not  seen  any  "Indecent  acts" 
i  in  the  bar.  The  defence  has  obviously 
decided  to  provide  a  solid  counter- 
balance to  the  testimony  of  the  morality 
squad. 

This  trial  Is  of  central  Importance  for 
the  Truxx  found-Ins.  The  forthcoming 
judgement  will  decide  whether  the 
charges  against  them  will  be  pursued  or 
I  dropped. 

j      Viewing  this  as  an  Important  test 
j  case  —  and  a  potential  victory  for  the 
|  morality  squad  —  the  city  has  asslgend 
■  toit  some  of  lis  best  lawyers.  Salvaglo 
has  retained  the  services  of  a  highly 
reputable  Montreal  criminal  lawyer.  Mr. 
!  Champagne. 

The  court  has  adjourned  the  case 
I  until  next  October  25-27  when  the 
I  defence  will  present  further  testimony. 
!  Since  It  appears  certain  that  regardless 
:  of  the  outcome  the  decision  will  be 
appealed,  the  entire  Truxx  trials  could 
drag  on  for  several  years. 

In  the  meantime  the  defence  fund  for 
the  Truxx  accused  is  In  urgent  need  of 
funds.  Contributions  should  be  sent  to: 
"ADGQ  -  Fond  de  defense  des 
accuses",  c/o  Androgyny  Bookstore, 
1217  Crescent,  Montreal,  Quebec,  H3G 
2B1. 

In  a  related  development,  a  public 
demonstration  has  been  called  for  June 
17  against  ongoing  repression  directed 
at  Montreal's  gay  and  lesbian 
communities.  One  of  the  demands  will 
be  "the  repeal  of  all  the  charges  against 
the  135  Truxx  accused." 

by  Stuart  Russell  D 


Court  upholds 
conviction  of  two 
for  postering 

While  reducing  their  sentences  to  a  fine 
of  $100  each,  Ontario  appeals  court 
judge  R  Conane  rejected  May  10  the 
appeal  of  Dave  Foreman  and  Bob 
Schlsler  against  their  conviction  under 
the  Criminal  Code  for  postering 

The  conviction  has  opened  the  way 
for  police  to  harass  posterers  with  a 
criminal  charge  carrying  a  maximum 
penalty  of  six  months'  Imprisonment. 
Previously,  posterers  risked  a  fine  under 
a  municipal  bylaw  against  the  unlawful 
distribution  of  handbills. 

Dave  and  Bob  will  appeal  their  convic- 
tion to  the  Ontario  Supreme  Court. 

The  two  members  of  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  were  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  unlawfully  distributing  hand- 
bills last  July  18  after  pasting  posters 
about  a  GATE  dance  and  an  antiGryant 
march  on  a  mail  box. 

The  charge  was  later  changed  to  one 
of  wilful  damage. 

At  their  trial  on  Nov  4,  attorney  Ken 
Danson  presenied  evidence  that  no 
actual  damage  had  been  done  to  the 
mall  box,  since  the  posters  could  be 
removed  with  soap  and  water  without 
leaving  a  trace. 

But  they  were  convicted  by  county 
court  judge  R  Dnieper,  who  sentenced 
them  to  seven  days  In  jail  and  a  fine  of 
$300  each. 

Appeals  court  judge  Conane  also 
rejected  the  evidence,  ruling  that  no 
damage  In  the  dictionary  meaning  of  the 


word  need  be  done  to  support  a  con- 
viction on  a  charge  of  wlllul  damage. 

But  he  reduced  the  sentence  after  the 
prosecuting  attorney  suggested  that 
Dnieper  had  been  harsh  because  he  was 
prejudiced  against  homosexuals. 
Although  It  threatens  to  give  the 
police  a  new  means  of  harassing 
posterers  for  social  protest  movements, 
the  gay  movement  has  shown  little  In- 
terest In  the  case 

Despite  a  telephone  blitz  conducted 
by  GATE  in  the  days  before  the  appeal 
hearing,  only  eight  people  showed  up 
j  May  10  to  show  their  support. 
|      The  costs  of  the  trial  and  the  appeals 
I  are  being  borne  by  legal  aid  and  by 
I  GATE. 

Uom  Gay  Rising 

Lesbian  conference 
high  on  culture, 
low  on  politics 

On  the  Queen's  birthday  weekend.  May 
19-22, 1978,  about  100  lesbians  con- 
verged on  Carleton  University,  Ottawa, 
for  an  Ontario  Lesbian  Conference.  Re- 
flecting Its  provincial  orientation,  there 
was  not  the  cross-section  of 
Quebecoise  and  West  coast  lesbians 
represented  as  there  was  at  the  1976 
National  Lesbian  Conference  in  Ottawa 

The  approach  of  the  conference  was 
largely  "personal  growth"  —  dealing 
with  how  to  conduct  relationships, 
problems  of  coming  out,  etc.  The 
conference  was  well  organized  in  terms 
of  timetables  and  space  arrangements; 
but  many  women  felt  this  autocratic 
style  of  organization  backfired  when  it 
came  to  trying  to  deal  construcllvely 
with  personal  growth  problems.  There 
seemed  no  mechanism  to  get  Into  con- 
structive help  around  feelings  A 
suggestion  to  break  off  Into  small 
groups  was  refused  by  a  leader  who 
said  there  were  not  enough  leaders  and 
thai  some  women  were  too  shy  to  talk 
without  a  leader*  many  disagreed  but 
there  was  no  vote. 

Participants  in  the  "Our  Political 
Future"  workshop  felt  that  there  was  no 
mechanism  to  organize  all  the  topics 
which  came  up  —  no  problem-solving 
approach.  (Other  empty  rooms  were 
offered,  however,  to  those  who  did  not 
agree  with  the  system.)  One  woman  said 
afterwards,  "Here  I  was  crawling  into 
this  conference  on  my  hands  and  knees 
from  burn  out,  nails  raw  to  the  quick 
from  hanging  onto  my  sexual  orienta- 
tion In  this  heterosexlst  society,  Anita's 
return  trips  to  Canada,  Body  Pontic's 
raid,  and  I  felt  like  I  had  arrived  at  a  tea 
party  —  so  little  did  the  majority  seem 
to  realize  the  gravity  of  our  situation." 

The  intention  to  produce  a  nation- 
wide newsletter  did  come  out  of  the 
conference.  It  Is  to  print  submissions  In 
French  and  English  and  awaits  a  title  In 
both  languages.  Submissions  and 
suggestions  for  a  title  can  be  sent  to 
Sibyl  Frel,  305  Huron  St,  London,  ON 
N6A2K1. 

On  the  cultural  side,  however,  the 
conference  presented  an  Impressive 
array  of  lesbian  talent.  Lesbian 
creativity  is  flowering  within  the  lesbian 
feminist  movement.  At  the  Sunday  night 
coffeehouse  Mary  Harvey  donned  a 
huge  false  nose  and  glasses  as  a  re- 
searcher who  has  studied  heterosex- 
uals —  "they're  proliferating  at  an 
alarming  rate!"  The  reverse  Anita  Bryant 
routine  had  the  roomful  of  women 
breathless  with  laughter.  Ruth  and 
Keltle  produced  clear  sound  reproduc- 
tion for  the  musicians,  whose  songs 
and  playing  were  accomplished  and 
staggeringly  beautiful.  At  lunch  time  on 
the  grassy  amphitheatre.  Gay  Bell 
performed  a  play  on  being  a  lesbian 
artist,  a 
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What's  "offensive"  this  month? 

Two  men  kissing.  A  talk  on  VD ... 

Gay  TV  gets  the  axe. 


Maclean  Hunter 
cancels  Gay  T.V. 

Madean  Hunter  Cable  TV  Ltd  has  de- 
cided 10  cancel  all  further  showings  of 
Gay  News  and  Views  on  their  network. 
The  program  Is  produced  at  Metro  Cable 
TV  and  continues  to  be  shown  In  the 
Toronto  area  on  that  network  as  well  as 
on  Rogers  Cable. 

On  May  26  John  Haynes, 
Programming  Coordinator  tor  Maclean 
Hunter,  informed  Frank  Hulchings  of 
the  Gay  TV  Collective,  of  the  reasons  for 
the  cancellation.  Hulchings  was  told 
the  program  was  offensive.  Particularly 
so  were  a  slide  ol  two  men  kissing,  a 
poster  of  Queen  victoria  advertising  a 
San  Francisco  V.D. Clinic  with  the  words 
"Even  queens  get  V.D",  and  a  show  on 
Hassle  Free  Clinic  which  Informed  the 
gay  public  of  where  to  get  anal  ex- 
aminations. Hulchings  was  also  told 
that  In  a  survey  of  5000  homes,  Maclean 
Hunter  had  received  12  letters  which 
found  the  program  offensive. 

The  decision  to  terminate  the 
program  was  apparently  made  at  an  ex- 
ecutive level, 

Ina  statement  to  TBP  Haynes  said, 
The  material  on  Ihe  program  Is  Intel- 
lectually hostile,  and  disrespectful  to 
the  establishment  heterosexual 
community.  It  does  not  project  abetter 
understanding  of  the  gay  community 
and  It  Is  too  militant.  The  program 
seams  to  admit  that  there  Is  no  hope  for 
belter  understanding.  This  insulting  atti- 
tude is  not  In  ihe  best  interests  of  the 
gay  community."  Haynes,  who  is  not 
gay,  specifically  mentioned  one 
program  which  showed  two  men  kissing 
in  the  nude.  In  fact,  Ihe  photo  was  taken 
at  a  GATE  dance  and  Ihe  men  were 
clothed. 

Haynes  was  unable  to  give  examples 
of  alleged  mllilancy.  He  continued:  "We 
are  quite  prepared  lo  go  to  Ihe  CATC  on 
this  because  the  program  has  deviated 
from  CRTC  standards  of  practices.  I 
know  lor  a  fact  that  Metro  Cable  TV,  the 
producers  of  the  program,  are  nol  aware 
of  the  content  of  the  show,  but  are 
taking  a  hard  look  ai  it  to  consider 
similar  action." 

A  spokesperson  tor  Metro  Cable  TV 
denied  this.  "What  Maclean  Hunter 
found  objectionable  we  had  no 
problems  with." 

The  Gay  TV  Collective  Is  meeting  to 
consider  further  action. 

by  Robin  Hardy 


Clinic  seeks  co- 
operation of  gay 
men  in  parasite 
study 

A  Toronto  VD  clinic  has  announced  It 
is  beginning  a  study  to  determine  the 
Incidence  of  certain  intestinal  para- 
sites among  the  gay  male  population. 

Hassle  Free  Clinic  spokesperson 
Robert  Trow  said  the  study  is  being 
conducted  In  conjunction  with  Dr 
Donna  Keystone  and  the  Ontario 
Ministry  of  Health  In  order  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  incidence  of  the 
parasites  Gtardla  Lamblta  and  Ent- 
amoeba Histolytica  Is  higher  among 
gay  men  than  among  the  general 
male  population. 

Several  articles  published  over  the 
last  year  in  British  and  American 
medical  journals  have  documented 
the  presence  of  both  organisms  in 
ihe  general  gay  male  population. 
Their  spread  has  been  linked  to  oral- 
anal  contact. 

"Treatment  of  paraslles  has  In- 
creased over  the  past  year,"  said 
Trow,  "but  partly  because  the  staff  of 
the  Clinic  are  more  aware.  We  give 
everyone  a  kit."  Trow  emphasized 
that  an  Individual  could  be  infected 
with  one  or  both  paraslles,  and  still 
show  no  symptoms.  However,  the 
organisms  can  be  responsible  for 
such  complaints  as  fatigue,  Intoler- 
ance for  certain  foods,  gas,  loss  of 
appetite  and,  In  some  cases,  severe 
diarrhea.  In  addition,  E.  Histolytica 
can  cause  tropical  liver  abscesses, 
although  Dr.  Keystone  emphasized 
that  tew  cases  have  been  reported  In 
Canada. 

Participants  In  the  study  are  re- 
quired to  provide  a  stool  sample  and 
answer  an  anonymous  questionnaire. 
Test  kits  can  be  picked  up  at  Hassle 
Free  Clinic,  2  Homewood  Ave.,  Glad 
Day  Books,  4  Collier  St.,  and  Ihe 
MCC,  29  Granby  St.  Further  Informa- 
tion is  available  at  922-3323. 

by  Keith  Sly  D 
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City  clerk  beats  firing, 
claims  discrimination 

John  Bodls,  president  of  Gay  Equality 
Mlssissauga  (GEM)  has  succeeded  In 
keeping  his  job  after  an  attempt  was 
made  lo  fire  him  on  April  3. 

Bodls  had  appeared  before  the  Mlssi- 
ssauga Council  on  February  27  to 
protest  the  decision  by  Ihe  municipal- 
ity's library  board  not  show  Ihe  lllm  The 
Naked  Civil  Servant 

Just  over  a  month  later  he  was  told  he 
was  dismissed  from  his  job  as  a  clerk  at 
the  City  of  Toronto  Purchasing  Depart- 
ment when  he  called  in  sick  one 
morning  at  9:23  am.  Alter  he  filed  a 
grievance  the  llring  was  reduced  to  a 
five  day  suspension  lor  failure  to  report 
to  work.  A  second  grievance  has  been 
filed  against  the  suspension. 

His  employers  claim  he  Is  often  late. 
and  was  away  from  work  16  days  last 
year. 

Bodis  feels  that  he  is  being  made  a 
scapegoat.  "They  don't  like  gay  people 
and  Ihey  want  to  get  rid  of  me." 

If  the  matter  cannot  be  settled  within 
the  personnel  section,  It  may  come 
before  Toronto  City  Council  under  the 
1973  bylaw  prohlbiling  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  oriental  ion 

Bryant  cancels 
Ontario  tour 

ra3  has  learned  that  Anita  Bryant  has 
cancelled  what  was  to  be  her  third 
Canadian  tour,  this  time  loflog  her  book 
The  Anita  Bryant  Story,  The  tour,  from 
JuneS  to  10,  was  to  have  included 
Ottawa,  Owen  Sound  and  London. 

The  tour  is  said  to  have  been 
cancelled  because  Bryant  has  a  throat 
infection.  □ 
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Upper  Crust  Bread 
belongs  in  your 
picnic  basket. 
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>9  Yonge  Street,  Toronto, 
of  the  Summerhlll  Liquor  Store 
Phone  922-8661 


MCC  Conference 
names  new 
Toronto  pastor 

The  continuing  Canadian  expansion  ot 
the  Universal  Fellowship  ot  Metropoll- 
[  tan  Community  Churches  (MCC)  was 
celebrated  May  18-21  In  Toronto  at  the 
second  annual  conference  ot  MCC 
Canada. 

During  the  conference.  Reverend 
Robert  Wolfe  resigned  from  the  position 
of  MCC  Canadian  Co-ordlnator,  and  Rev 
David  Gunton,  Pastor  of  MCC  Edmon- 
ton, was  elected  to  fill  the  position. 

On  the  final  day  of  the  conference  a 
special  service  was  held  to  officially 
Install  Brent  Hawkes  as  pastor  of  MCC 
Toronto.  In  addition  to  the  pastors  from 
all  Canadian  Congregations,  MCC 
founder  Troy  Perry  of  Los  Angeles  took 
part  In  the  service.  Hawkes  Is  the  first 
Canadian  to  be  elected  pastor  of  a 
chartered  MCC  church. 

In  recognition  of  his  activities  for  gay 
rights,  Hawkes  was  also  appointed  head 
of  The  Christian  Social  Action 
Committee  of  MCC  Canada.  The 
committee  has  responsibility  for  the 
active  participation  of  MCC  within  the 
gay  rights  movement.  While  interim 
pastor  of  MCC  Toronto,  Hawkes  was 
Instrumental  in  the  church's  active 
membership  within  organizations  such 
as  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition, 
the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  In  Ontario 
and  the  Committee  to  Defend  John 
D  ami  en. 

by  Karl  von  Marten  O 

Alberta  prison 
bans  gay  lit 

Two  gay  periodicals  for  prisoners  have 
I  recently  been  banned  by  the  Prince 
I  Albert  Penitentiary  In  Saskatchewan.  It 
I  also  appears  that  prison  officials  are 
j  blocking  all  correspondence  between 
i  gay  prisoners  and  a  gay  minister. 

Cellmate,  published  for  gay  prisoners 
by  the  International  Fellowship  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Churches,  had 
been  admitted  to  the  Saskatchewan  pen 
for  eighteen  months  before  It  was 
banned.  It  was  distributed  free  by  the 
Rev  JoAnne  Monti  of  the  Emmanuel 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  In 
Montreal.  Also  banned  Is  the  Metropoli- 
tan Community  News,  a  publication  of 
the  MCC  of  Toronto. 

Rev  Monti's  correspondence  with 
three  prisoners,  which  had  been  going 
on  for  two  years,  has  also  been  halted. 
Monti  Is  Chairperson  ot  MCC  Canada's 
Board  of  Prison  Ministry.  A  letter  to 
Monti  from  the  regional  Director  of  the 
Prairie  Division  of  the  Penitentiary  Ser- 
vices explained  that  the  ban  was 
against  materials  which  proselytize. 

"I  intend  to  take  this  as  high  as  I  can," 
an  angry  Monti  told  TBP.  "This  is  clearly 
an  Infringement  of  human  rights."  At 
the  recent  MCC  conference  in  Toronto  a 
motion  was  passed  to  pursue  the  Issue 
to  the  fullest  extent  deemed  necessary. 
This  would  include  court  action. 

In  the  United  States,  MCC  has  gone 
to  court  over  similar  Instances  of  prison 
censorship,  and  has  obtained 
favourable  rulings  on  its  behalf.  D 

Unitarians  pass 
rights  resolution 

TheCanadlan  Unitarian  Council, 
meeting  In  Frederlcton  New  Brunswick 
on  the  Victoria  Day  Weekend,  passed  a 
resolution  in  support  of  gay  rights  with 
36  In  favour  and  one  abstention. 

The  resolution  reads  "Be  It  resolved 
that  the  17th  annual  meeting  of  the 
Canadian  Unitarian  Council  encourages 
all  societies  and  Individual  members 
(eg.  members  of  council  churches  or 
fellowship  groups)  to  support  all 
efforts  to  modify  federal  and  provin- 
cial codes  of  human  rights  to  bar  dis- 
crimination based  on  sexual 
oriental  ion." 

by  Robfn  Hardy  D 


NDP  poll  shows 
support  for  gay  rights 

The  results  of  a  recent  survey  In  Ottawa 
show  that  public  opinion  favours  civil 
,  rights  protection  for  homosexuals.  The 
i  survey  was  conducted  In  the  Ottawa 
|  Centre  riding  of  MPP  Michael  Cassldy, 
leader  of  the  Ontario  New  Democrats. 
One  of  the  questions  Included  In  the 
survey  asked:  "Do  you  favour  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
to  outlaw  discrimination  against  homo- 
sexuals?" 

The  results  of  the  questionnaire,  pub- 
lished in  the  most  recent  Ottawa  Centre 
riding  report,  showed  that  of  the 427 
replies  received,  64%  favoured  out- 
lawing discrimination  against  gays. 

John  Duggan,  spokesperson  for  Gays 
of  Ottawa,  Indicated  that  the  group  was 
encouraged  by  the  results  ot  the  survey. 
"The  support  confirms  our  belief  that 
despite  Anita  Bryant,  support  for  civil 
rights  for  homosexuals  In  Canada  has 
not  diminished  but,  In  fact,  has  been 
growl  ng."D 


Poppers  OK  by 
research  group 

Toronto's  Addiction  Research 
Foundation  recently  published  a 
commendablynon-Judgmental 
Informative  review  about  what  It  calls 
"the  recreational  use  ot  vasodilators 
(RVs);  poppers".  In  addition  to  listing 
the  various  chemical  and  trade  names 
by  which  poppers  are  known,  the  report 
discusses  Ihelr  physical  properties, 
availability  and  legal  status  In  Canada. 

The  report  finds  headaches  to  be  the 
only  common  side  effect  of  poppers, 
and  says  tolerance  to  these  develops 
quickly.  More  severe  side  effects,  It 
says,  are  rarely  reported.  No  long-term 
problems  are  known,  according  to  the 
report. 

There  is  evidence  that  repeated  use 
of  poppers  "requires  higher  doses  to 
produce  the  original  effects."  There  is 
no  evidence  of  withdrawal  symptoms, 
but  the  available  reports  on  the  subject 
all  relate  to  medical  rather  than 
recreational  use. 

Copies  of  the  Information  review  are 
available  without  charge  from  the 
Information  Centre  of  the  Addiction 
Research  Foundation,  33  Russell  Street, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2S1. 

byPautTrollopan 


Students  safe, 
TBP  dropped  from 
summer  program 

TheOntarlo  Arts  Council  has  rejected 
an  application  ffom  The  Body  Politic  tot 
a  Production  and  Promotion  Assistant 
under  Ihe  Youth  Secretariat's 
Experience  '78  program. 

Under  the  program,  the  Council 
would  have  paid  the  salary  ot  a  student 
hired  by  TBP  to  assist  In  production  and 
design  tasks  over  the  summer  months. 

Ola  Pytlowany,  co-ordlnator  for  the 
program,  explained  in  a  letter  May  24 
that  "the  Council  has  decided  that  it 
cannot  allocate  a  position  to  The  Body 
Politic  this  year  while  charges  under  the 
Criminal  Code  of  Canada  are  still 
pending." 

'The  Council  has  found  us  guilty 
even  before  the  courts  have  had  a 
chance,"  said  Gerald  Hannon,  TBP 
collective  member.  "We  Intend  to 
protest  this  decision." 

He  noted  lurther  that  the  Council  had 
accepted  the  paper  onto  the  program 
last  summer,  and  had  paid  an  openly 
heterosexual  student  to  work  In  rep's 
office. 

In  her  letter,  Pytlowany  admitted  thai 
"your  application  was  in  order,  and  your 
sponsorship  last  year  seems  to  have 
worked  out  well "  J 

June/July  1978 


Jamaican  gays  make  headlines; 

it's  not  OMahomo, 

and  American  poodles  live  in  terror... 


French  lesbians 
win  rape  case 

Altera  tour  year  trial  In  Alx-en-Provence, 
two  lesbians  have  won  a  pivotal  case  In 
the  struggle  to  make  the  French  Ju- 
dicial system  take  sexual  assault 
seriously. 

In  the  tlrst  time  In  French  history  that 
a  rape  case  had  reached  the 
Com  D' Assises,  three  men  were  found 
guilty  and  sentenced  to  lour  to  six  years 
in  prison.  Rape  cases  have  seldom 
come  to  trial  In  France.  When  they  have, 
the  charge  has  usually  been  reduced  to 
assault,  heard  In  a  tower  court  and 
punished  by  a  negligible  penalty.  In  this 
case,  the  usual  tactic  ol  arguing  that 
consent  had  been  obtained  was  difficult 
given  thai  the  victims  were  both 


Feminist  demonstrators  kept  the 
courts  underpressure  throughout  the 
thai  In  spite  ol  abuse  and  the  occasional 
physical  attack.  The  southern  French 
city  was  described  by  the  NY  Times  as 
"a  oast  Ion  o)  Mediterranean 
chauvinism." 

The  plaintiffs"  lawyer  was  Gtsele 
Hallml,  a  feminist  whose  victory  In  a 
1972  abortion  case  was  largely  respons- 
ible tor  (he  subsequent  legalization  of 
abortion  In  France. D 

Rights  bills  killed  in 
Wichita  and  Eugene 

Gay  rights  ordinances  have  been  slruck 
down  In  reterendums  in  Wichita  Kansas 
and  Eugene  Oregon. 

Popular  vote  has  now  reversed  gay 
righls  ordinances  In  lour  American 
atles.  Voters  In  Dade  County  and  St 
Paul  overturned  similar  rights  bills 
within  the  last  year. 

There  was  Immediate  response 
across  the  country  to  the  Wichita 
results.  Protest  demonstrations  were 
held  In  New  York  and  San  Francisco. 

"People  won't  go  back  Into  the 
closets"  was  the  response  ol  Robert 
Lewis,  co-director  of  the  Homophlle 
Alliance  of  Sedgewlck  County,  to  the 
news  that  the  Wichita  ordinance  had 
been  defeated  on  May  9.  With  only  44% 
ot  eligible  voters  turning  out,  the 
ordinance,  approved  In  a  3  to  2  vote  In 
the  City  Commission  September  27  of 
last  year,  was  repealed  by  a  five  to  one 
margin. 

The  results  in  Eugene  were  less 
devastating.  There  the  gay  rights  ordin- 
ance, passed  by  a  5  to  3  vote  in  City 
Council  last  November,  was  overturned 
byamarglnol2to  1. 

The  Eugene  Citizens  for  Human 
rights  attempted  to  avoid  the  tactic 
which  failed  In  Miami.  That  city's  gay 
organizations  tended  to  emphasize  the 
human  rights  aspect  and  downplay  the 
gay  Issue.  The  Eugene  group  conducted 
an  educational  campaign  on  such 
topics  as  child  molestation  and  the 
myth  of  homosexual  recruitment  In  an 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  voters'  lack  of 
information  about  gay  people.  The  civil 
rights  aspect  was  not  Ignored  however. 

Despite  their  defeat,  gay  leaders  In 
Wichita  were  optimistic.  "During  this 
campaign  we've  educated  a  lot  of  the 
public  and  found  the  media  to  be  very 
supportive.  Before  last  year's  Gay  Pride 
celebration  there  were  not  open  gay 
people  here.  Now  that's  all  changed." 

The  next  challenge  to  a  city  gay  rights 
ordinance  In  the  USA  will  take  place  In 
Seattle  this  November.Q 

Quakers  for  gays 

The  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee announced  the enaclmenl  April 
26  ol  an  affirmative  action  plan 
Including  gay  people  along  with  women 
and  third  world  people. 

The  program  established  that  the 
group  "should  actively  seek  the  partici- 
pation ol  openly  gay  people"  In  its  staff 
i    and  committee  structures.  CIE 
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Gay  groups  join  mounting 
protest  against  fascism 

Fifteen  thousand  protestors  from  West 
Germany,  France  and  Poland  —  includ- 
ing survivors  ol  Hitler's  death  camps  — 
marched  through  Cologne  Germany 
April  22.  II  was  one  of  the  biggest  antl- 
Nazl  demonstrations  In  West  Germany 
since  the  Second  World  War.  Neo-Nazi 
groups  have  been  Increasingly  active  In 
the  country  In  the  past  year. 

Among  the  marchers  was  a  gay 
contingent  carrying  a  banner 
demanding  "Reparation  tor  the  Gays  In 
the  Concentration  Camps."  Homo- 
sexuals were  the  only  group  refused 
compensation  for  concentration  camp 
atrocities  after  the  fall  of  the  Third 
Reich. 

On  April  30  a  gay  contingent  in  Lon- 
don joined  a  crowd  of  80,000  to  march 
from  Trafalgar  Square  to  a  "flock 
Against  Racism"  concert.  The  march  and 
concert  were  organized  by  the  Anti-Nazi 
League,  a  coalition  of  groups  that 
Includes  CHE,  Britain's  largest  gay 
organization. 

The  Anti-Nazi  League  opposes  the 
National  Front,  a  British  neo-fascist 
organization  which  has  called  for  the  de- 
portation of  all  non-white  immigrants 
and  the  liquidation  of  gay  people    . 
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Bomb  attack  sparks 
1  gay  activism  in  Jamaica 

I  A  letter  to  the  Kingston  Jamaica  DaWy 
News  has  brought  the  Issue  of  gay  liber- 
ation to  national  attention. 

The  letter,  the  work  of  The  Gay 
Freedom  League  Movement,  followed  a 

I  bomb  attack  on  a  university  student 
suspected  of  being  gay.  GFM  spokes- 
persons have  since  appeared  on  both 
television  and  radio  and  the  Issue  Is 
being  debated  In  the  national  press. 

The  group  has  been  publishing  a  bi- 
weekly news  letter  The  Jamaica  Gaily 
News  since  last  year.  Gay  sex  of  any 
kind  Is  Still  Illegal  In  Jamaica. '.. 

East  Berlin  gay  group  first 
in  Communist  Europe 

Reports  from  the  German  Democrat ic 
Republic  Indicate  that  a  gay  group  Is 
Functioning  In  East  Berlin  —  the  first  In 
Communist  Europe.  A  group  of  40  to  70 
gay  men  and  several  lesbians  have  been 
meeting  on  a  bi-weekly  basis  For  the  last 
five  years  to  discuss  their  problems,  gay 
history  and  the  gay  movement  through- 
out the  world. 

Although  the  group  is  officially  toler- 
ated, It  has  not  been  granted  official 
status  In  spite  ol  attempts  to  have  It 
recognized  as  a  public  organization.  "The 
group  wants  to  co-operate  within  and 
lor  the  socialist  state,  and  to  work  for 
the  specific  goals  and  Interests  of  a 
particular  minority"  a  spokesperson 
reports.  Homosexual  acts  between  con- 
senting adults  are  legal  In  theGDR.D 

Oklahoma  bans 
gay  teachers 

The  Oklahoma  State  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  passed  a  bill  allowing 
school  boards  to  fire  teachers  who  en- 
gage in  public  homosexual  conduct. 
The  vote  was  42  to  0. 

Public  homosexual  conduct  Is  de- 
fined as  "advocating,  soliciting,  Impos- 
ing, encouraging  or  promoting  public 
or  private  homosexual  activities  in  a 
manner  that  creates  a  substantial  risk 
thai  such  conduct  will  come  to  the 
attention  of  school  children  or  school 
employees." 

Senator  Mary  Helm,  a  Republican 
from  Oklahoma  City  and  a  member  of 
the  John  Birch  Society,  said  that  the 
bill  is  needed  to  protect  the  state  from 
homosexual  movements  spreading 
Inland  from  San  Francisco  and  other 
coastal  cities. □ 


Boston  judge  charged 

Superior  Court  Chief  Justice  Robert 
Benin  was  formally  charged  April  27 
with  violations  of  the  States  Supreme 
Court  Rules  for  Judicial  conduct. 

The  charges  arose  from  Bonln's 
attendance  at  a  benefit  lecture  by  Gore 
Vldal  for  the  Boston/Boise  Committee. 
The  Committee  was  set  up  to  protect 
the  Interests  ot  the  gay  community 
during  a  witch  hunt  prompted  by  the 
arrests  ot  a  number  of  men  accused  of 
having  sex  with  minors. 

Bonln  has  refused  to  resign  and  has 
requested  the  Judicial  Court  hold  hear- 
ings on  the  charges.  The  Judge  has  con- 
sistently denied  any  wrongdoing. Q 

Bill  defeated,  gay  sex 
still  outlawed  in  Scotland 

A  private  members  bill  legalizing  gay 
sex  in  Scotland  has  recently  been  scut- 
tled in  the  British  Parliament.  The  bill 
was  proposed  by  Labour  MP  Robin 
Cook  and  had  the  support  of  Scottish 
Nationalist  Party  MP  Margaret  Bain. 

Neither  Labour  nor  the  Scottish 
Nationalists  wanted  to  support  a  bill 
which  they  saw  as  a  vote-loser,  however, 
and  pressure  was  brought  on  both  MPs 
to  drop  the  effort. 

Their  attempt  was  finally  killed  when 
a  Tory  MP  raised  objections  during  its 
second  reading  In  the  House.  The  bill 
had  previously  passed  easily  through 
the  House  of  Lords.  Q 

Australians  back  law  reform 

A  majority  of  Australians  of  voting  age 
now  believe  that  the  laws  about  homo- 
sexuality should  be  changed,  according 
loa  national  survey  conducted  by  AGE 
POLL  The  results  were  released  on  May 
10. 

Fifty-seven  percent  ol  those  polled 
say  that  sexual  acts  between  persons  of 
the  same  sex  should  be  treated  by  the 
law  In  the  same  way  as  those  between 
persons  of  different  sexes.  A  poll  taken 
In  1975  Indicated  that  only  39%  of  Aus- 
tralians fell  that  legalizing  gay  sex  be- 
tween consenting  adults  was  "right  and 
harmless." 

The  results  are  expected  to  weaken 
the  anti-gay  stance  of  Ross  Edwards, 
leader  of  the  ultra  conservative  Country 
Party  In  the  State  of  Victoria  He  had 
tabled  a  petition  in  the  State  Parliament 
opposing  homosexual  law  reform. 

Four  days  after  the  release  of  the  poll 
the  Victoria  Teachers'  Union  (VTU) 
became  the  third  ot  the  state's  three 


major  teachers'  unions  to  endorse  a 
policy  pledging  protection  for 
homosexual  teachers.  The  motion  also 
alf  Irmed  the  VTU's  support  for 
decriminalization  of  homosexual  acts 
between  consenting  adults,  and 
demanded  that  there  be  no  disciplinary 
action  taken  against  any  teacher 
convicted  of  a  homosexual  offence  with 
a  consenting  adult. 

The  union,  considered  the  state's 
most  conservative  teaching  body, 
passed  the  motion  by  an  overwhelming 
majority. 

The  new  policy  Is  the  result  of  con- 
sistent agitation  over  the  last  three 
years  by  the  Melbourne  Gay  Teachers 
and  Students  Group.  The  group  has 
raised  gay  teachers'  Issues  In  union 
publications,  at  teachers'  seminars,  at 
union  branch  meetings  and  In  the  mass 
media.  It  also  worked  In  co-operation 
with  the  Sexism  Committees  of  the 
various  teachers'  unions.  D 

Gays  join  May  Day  marches 

TheGroupe  de  Liberation  Homosexuelle 
joined  groups  from  all  over  France  to 
participate  In  the  traditional  Paris  May 
Day  Celebration  this  year.  This  Is  the 
second  year  that  the  GLH  has  been 
given  permission  to  march  by  the  major 
French  Trades  Unions. 

The  gay  contingent  was  at  the  tall  end 
of  the  demonstration  when  helmeted 
riot  police  attacked,  armed  with  trunch- 
eons and  plexiglass  shields.  The  police 
fired  several  volleys  of  tear  gas 
grenades.  Several  gays  were  taken  In  by 
police  for  "Identity  checks"  and  re- 
leased later. 

In  Newcastle,  England,  local  gay 
activists  joined  3000  May  Day  marchers 
for  the  first  time  In  the  city's  history. 
They  distributed  leaflets  arguing  the 
relevance  of  the  gay  struggle  to  trade 
unionists.  D 

Homo  monsters  kill  dog 

A  recent  mailing  from  the  offices  of 
"Protect  America's  Children",  signed  by 
Anita  Bryant  Green  herself,  describes 
the  atrocities  committed,  presumably 
by  militant  homosexuals,  against 
Reverend  Richard  Angwin, 

"A  bloody  axe  was  left  on  his  daugh- 
ter's bed,  his  sermons  were  ripped  and 
his  Bible  stomped  on  so  hard  you  could 
see  the  footprints,  and  their  pet  poodle 
blown  to  bits." 

The  letter  concluded  with  an  appeal 
lor  money  —  and  prayera.D 
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Everyfaggot's  Dyke  — 
Everydyke's  Faggot 


Stereotype  t.  A  faggot  Is  a  person  (male) 
who  is  weak  In  body  and  mind;  who.  at 
one  and  the  same  lime,  emulates  and 
fears/haies  women.  He  is  bitchy,  fas- 
tidious, swishy.  neurotic,  and  an  all- 
around  (allure  as  a  man.  By  the  way,  he 
also  tends  to  be  attracted  to  his  own 
kind. 

SferBofype  2.  A  dyke  Is  someone 
(female)  who  is  aggressive,  over-bearing 
and  violent.  She  Is  a  man-hater  who  acts 
tikea  man  because  she  couldn't  catch 
onetf  her  lite  depended  on  It.  She  Is  a 
mean,  ugly  bully  who  is  neurotic  and  an 
all-around  (allure  as  a  woman.  Oh  yes, 
she  prefers  other  women  as  sexual 
partners. 

That  Is  the  world  —  ours  —  accord- 
ing to  fhem. 

They  are  more  or  less  married,  more  or 
less  living  in  the  suburbs,  and  more  or 
less  in  touch,  Germalne  Greer  once 
said,  though  no  doubt  with  less  venom 
and  more  succinctly,  that  they  marry  In 
an  effort  to  complete  themselves.  That 
heterosexual  couples  often  find  that 
Ihey  have  scarcely  enough  personality 
between  them  to  make  up  one  whole 
human  being.  We  might  see  their  fate  — 
experiencing  only  half  of  their  human 
potential,  being  able  to  express  half  (or 
less)  of  the  range  of  human  emotions  — 
as  tragic.  But  people  like  them  still 
make  Ihe  rules. 

The  lesbian  escapes  Ihe  trap  of 
sweel,  fluffy,  wife-and-mother  only  to  be 
labelled  a  bull  dyke,  a  mousey  prude,  or 
a  sex-crazed  object  to  titillate  male 
fantasies.  Her  male  gay  counterpart 
may  have  avoided  the  role  of  oppressive 
macho  Jock  only  to  be  confronted  wllh  a 
choice  of  Identities  that  ranges  from 
harmless  hairdresser  lo  dangerous 
child-molester. 

The  most  oppressive  thing  about  gay 
stereotypes  Is  that  they  sometimes 
Induce  us  to  believe  them.  There  are 
fortunately  fewer  of  us  now  who  think 
that  accepting  lesbian  or  gay  sexuality 
means  accepting  straights'  lies  about 
us  or  parodying  their  twisted  roles.  But 
we  are  still  tempted  to  believe  the  myths 
about  each  other.  There  are  gay  men 
who  reacted  joyfully  when  lesbians 
were  excluded  from  "gay"  bars  because 
they  were  glad  to  be  rid  at  last  of  the 
spectre  of  the  brawling  dyke.  There  are 
lesbians  who  have  implied,  or  even 
staled,  that  gay  men  are  In  fact  child 
molesters  who've  cost  all  gay  people 
legal  protection  In  the  human  rights 
code. 

The  most  Insidious  thing  about  gay 
stereotypes  Is  lhat  we  sometimes 
create  our  own.  Have  you  met  the  faggot 
or  dyke  who  is  thrilled  to  the  marrow 
when  someone  pays  him  or  her  the  ul- 
timate compliment:  "I  never  would  have 
guessed! "?  The  "new  gay  macho" 
seems  designed  to  provoke  just  such 
response.  At  least  as  dangerous  are  the 
new,  subtle  versions  of  our  old,  blatant 
stereotypes  for  each  other  that  hare 
taken  hold  (of  all  places)  within  our 
movements. 

There  are  male  gay  actlvitsts  who 
tremble  at  the  approach  ol  "tough" 
lesbian  feminists  and  shudder  at  their 
political  "Irrationality".  This  Stereotype, 
shall  we  call  It  Stereotype  1A,  draws  in 
part  upon  general  male  concepts  of 
women.  It's  most  dangerous  tendency 
Is  to  discourage  discussion  because 
lesbians  and  feminists  are  presumed  to 
be  Inscrutable  women  —  emotional 
rather  than  analytical,  and  above  all 
"sensitive"  and  apt  to  cry  "sexist"  at  the 
least  provocation  (not  that  provocation 
is  being  invited). 

Equally  unjust  assumptions  about 
gay  male  activists  are  held  by  many 
lesbian  feminists.  One  of  the  more 
common  Is  that  gay  men  believe  that  It 
Is  possible  to  change  the  definition  of 
masculinity  just  enough  to  allow  gay 
men  to  fit  comfortably  Into  a  male- 
dominated  society  (this  leaving  women, 
including  lesbians,  holding  the  short 


end  of  the  slick).  This  assumption  rests 
on  several  premises,  some  of  which  are 
true,  others  not.  It  is  true  that  our 
society  Is  male-dominated.  It  Is  also  true 
that  legal  change  does  not  equal  social 
change.  It  Is  not  true  that  legal  change 
alone  could  alter  entrenched  societal 
definitions  of  what,  for  example,  It 
means  to  be  male.  Conceptions  of 
masculine  behaviour  hinge  on  those  of 
feminine  behaviour  and  the  Other  way 
around.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  change 
the  one  without  changing  the  other.  It  Is 
also  untrue  lhat  gay  llberationlslsdon'i, 
by  and  large,  realize  this. 

So,  Stereotype  2A  might  be  the  gay 
man  who  earns  enough  money  to  afford 
tobe  publicly  gay  In  order  to  fight  for 
the  rights  that  will  eventually  enable 
him  to  earn  more.  With  Impunity,  and  at 
the  expense  of  women  and  other 
'  oppressed  groups. 

Disagreement  about  who  could  and 
should  be  public  has  a  lot  to  do  with  the 
1   hard  feelings  wilh in  our  community 
between  women  and  men.  Openly  gay 
men  are  far  more  numerous  than  public 
lesbians.  Men  are  sometimes  resentful 
thai  It  is  they  who  slick  out  their  necks 
to  be  public  and  are  then  criticised  for 
maledomlnated  press  conferences, 
demonstrations,  publications  and  so 
on.  Lesbians  are  often  resentful  that  the 
!  manstandlngnext  to  them,  doing  the        I 
same  job,  is  presumed  to  be  a  primary        ] 
I  "bread-winner,"  whether  he  Is  gay  or 

straight,  and  is  paid  accordingly  while 
I  lesbians  are  "worth"  less  simply 
i  because  they  are  women.  Lesbians  have 
I  a  justifiably  greater  concern  lor  job 
security.  For  them  breaking  out  of  the 
female  role  means  taking  a  career  and 
self-sufficiency  very  seriously.  It  Is 
often  a  matter  of  survival  in  a  world  that 
.  systematically  discriminates  against 
j  women. 

|      Reality  1  is  a  lesbian  and  feminist 
I  who,  because  she  has  a  relentless  res- 
pect for  organization,  waited  until 
January  1st  lo  come  out,  even  though 
|  she'd  decided  to  do  so  In  November. 
:   She  went  lo  a  drop-in  one  evening  and 
found  herself  carrying  a  picket  sign 
against  Anita  Bryant  the  next.  Within 
three  months,  she  was  on  the  co-ordina- 
ting commit  tee  of  one  of  Canada's 
fastest  growing  lesbian  organizations 
and  now  faithfully  edits  Its 
newsletter.  This  woman  loves  to  engage 
In  debate  and  discussion  and  sees  as 
one  of  her  goals  developing  political 
unity  between  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
When  asked  to  appear  on  television,  she 
overcame  whal  she  considered  to  be  a 
"symbolic"  obstacle  easily  and  was 
only  really  concerned  that  she  "say  all 
the  right  things." 

Men,  are  not  only  not  discriminated 
against .  but  for  them,  a  challenge  to  the 
traditional  male  sex  role  means  a  very 
different  Ihmg   Reality  2  is  a  male  gay 
friend  who  Is  breaking  out  of  the  male 
role  in  part  by  refusing  to  be  competitive 
and  career  oriented,  at  least  in  any  tra- 
ditional sense  of  that  expression. 
Having  made  peace  with  his  sexuality, 
he  is  determined  to  live  according  to  his 
own  lights.  He  walks  down  Yonge  Street 
holding  his  lover's  hand  (Yonge  Street 
Isn't  bad,  but  watch  out  for  College). 
While  he  may  recommend  avoiding  cer- 
lain  streets,  he  hasn't  let  violence, 
verbal  or  physical,  stop  him  from  being 
himself.  He  is  a  non-professional 
hospital  worker  who  may  earn  more 
than  women  doing  similar  jobs.  But  he 
knows  they  will  never  let  him  climb  the 
ladder.  While  he  may  worry  about  his 
future,  success  In  their  terms  doesn't 
mean  that  much  to  him. 

Two  realities.  They  are  Individuals, 
exceptions,  one-in-a-mlllion  kind  of 
people  —  but  they  exist.  And  they  have 
tar  more  lo  offer  us,  to  teach  us,  than 
stereotypes  —  our  own  or  anyone 
else's. 

by  Chris  BMrchellU 
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Assyria.  I  played  the  architect  who  Is  a 
semi-divine  Innocent  who  gradually  be- 
comes corrupted.  And  I  played  Caliban, 
not  as  an  earthy  thing,  but  as  a  magical 
being  And  various  other  things  had 
overtones.  Since  I  Joined  the  company,  I 
have  sort  of  become  typecast  as  an  angel. 

Recently  Derek  (Sebastlane)  Jarman 
Invited  David  Haughton  to  play  a  punk 
rocker  In  his  new  film,  Jubilee.  But  the 
Inevitable  happened. 

I  play  Ariel  who  Is  a  dark  angel.  The 
film  starts  off  at  the  court  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  I.  Her  astrologer  summons  up 
the  spirit  Ariel  who  then  takes  them  on  a 
time  trip  to  a  contemporary,  slightly 
futurized  England. 

I've  always  been  fascinated  wllh  that 
super  possibility  of  what  a  man,  a 
person,  can  be  —  which  is  what  angels 
are  A  projection  of  one's  highest  spirit- 
ual potential,  what  one  could  be  If  one 
could  free  oneself  from  the  Ihlngs  that 
hold  one  down. 

He  was  educated  at  Cambridge.  He 
got  two  firsts  even  though  he  spent  most 
of  his  time  with  an  experimental,  uni- 
versity-based theatre  group  variously 
called  The  Mummers  and  Phases  of  the 
Moon.  (The  other  celebrity  the  group 
produced  was  playwright  Stephen 
Poliakott.  author  ot  Strawberry  Fields.) 

Grafiam  Jackson  is  a  Toronto  tence  critic 
His  ierv  boon.  Dance  as  Dance,  has  lust  been 

published  by  Catalyst  Press 

12/Body  Politic 


On  a  visit  to  the  Edinburgh  Feslivt  . 
Haughton's  group  crossed  paths  with 
Undsay  Kemp  who  was  presenting  his 
spectacular  Flowers  there  to  great 
acclaim.  After  Edinburgh,  thegroup 
moved  on  to  London  where  Kemp  just 
happened  to  be  presenting  Flowers  for 
the  first  time.  Haughton  began  taking 
classes  from  Kemp.  Not  long  after  he 
was  asked  to  take  on  the  role  of  the 
Angel  Gabriel. 

The  Angel  Gabriel  existed  before  I 
Joined  the  company.  But  with  Salome,  I 
did  shape  a  lot.  I  devised  the  whole  of' 
the  first  half  before  the  words  begin. 
The  birth  of  the  snake  and  the 
dove  —  the  dove  which  eventually  turns 
inlo  me,  the  Angel  of  Death  —  was  mine 
I  too. 

I      He  points  out  his  own  contributions  to 
I  Salome,  but  with  the  unspoken  acknow- 
ledgement that  Kemp  is  the  presiding 
'  genius.  When  he  speaks  of  Kemp,  it's  as 
'  of  a  Great  Artist,  a  guru,  a  prelate. 

The  key  to  what  he  does  is  In  his 
I  ability  to  allow  things  to  happen.  He 
|  has  a  gift  lor  encouraging  people  to  give 
|  their  energy,  bul  he  also  provides  a 
focus  for  It.  I'm  very,  very  fortunate  be- 
j  cause  I  get  lo  contribute  a  lot.  It's  some 
times  hard  to  draw  a  line  between  my 
contribution  and  Lindsay's  because 
I  being  together  a  lot  we  Just  share  Ideas. 


Not  In  the  visual  area  usually  because 
that's  not  my  strongest  area  and  visual 
Is  what  Lindsay  Is  par  excellence. 

In  spite  of  Its  many  visually  arresting 
moments  and  Haughton's  more  philo- 
sophical contribution,  Salome  has  often 
proven  awkward,  unwieldy  In  per- 
formance. Still,  it  represents  the  hind  of 
challenge  Kemp  and  his  disciples 
embrace  with  en  almost  religious 
fervour. 

In  places  In  Salome,  there's  an 
uneasy  accomodation  between  the 
literary  and  the  theatrical  images,  which 
probably  has  to  do  with  our  vocal  tech- 
nique; It's  not  as  developed  as  our 
physical  technique.  Some  of  the  Images 
In  Salome  we  took  and  made  work 
though,  Images  ot  mirrors,  of  blood, 
sexual  Images. 

We're  united  as  a  company  by  a  com- 
mon fascination  with  certain  Images 
and  with  the  trance  of  performing  —  re- 
leasing oneself  from  what  one  is 
defined  by  In  performance  and  ex- 
ploring the  trance  thai  happens.  We  fun- 
ction within  an  Idea  of  exploration. 
Performing  a  not  very  large  rep  over  a 
long  period  affects  (he  kind  of  work  one 
is  doing  because  one  has  to  Improvise 
and  change  within  that  (circumscribed) 
context.  It  becomes  a  ritual. 

It's  extraordinary  how  long  It  can  go 
on  being  satisfying.  To  me,  five  years 
ago,  the  Idea  that  I  might  spend  close 
on  five  years  doing  most  of  the  time  two 
plays  would  have  been  Inconceivable, 
frightening.  But  it  hasn't  precluded 
development  and  change.  One  is  able  to 
explore  the  fine  details  of  performance. 

One  loses  one's  Inhibitions  by  having 
a  thing  called  Ffowers  or  Safome  la  re- 
produce all  the  time.  The  framework 
allows  one  to  test  oneself,  to  see  II  one 
is  able  to  give  oneself  up  totally,  to  give 
a  total  performance  each  time. 

In  Toronto,  the  eroticism  ot  Flowers 
and  Salome  was  bound  to  affect  audi- 
ences. With  repressive,  anti- 


pornography,  save-the-chitdren 
measures  being  dealt  out  by  our  legis- 
lators, with  the  climate  growing  ever 
more  red-neck  and  cop-controlled,  the 
response  to  Kemp  was  bound  to  be 
vehement.  Vehement  against:  Dick 
Beddoes  of  The  Globe  and  Mall 
denounced  Flowers  as  sordid  and 
Mackenzie  Porter  of  the  Toronto  Sun,  in 
his  usual  overblown  prose,  labelled 
Salome  "lltlllatlon  tor  sexual  deviants" 
(prompting  Haughton  to  suggest  the  re- 
view be  mounted  In  a  gilt  frame  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Victoria  and  Albert 
Museum  as  a  curio  of  a  dead  era). 
Vehement  tor:  working  at  Theatrebooks 
lam  everyday  asked  tor  copies  of 
Genet's  Our  Lady  of  the  Flowers,  by 
earnest  young  people  and  excited  older 
ones  whose  voices  have  the  urgency  of 
converts. 

Ours  is  an  aesthetic  of  Imaginative  re- 
lease, ol  freeing  oneself  from  the  re- 
strictions one  has  built  up  through  the 
process  of  being  educated  and  growing 
up.  It  we  see  any  mission  that's  the  di- 
rection It  lies  in  —  overcoming  our  own 
limitations  and  helping  people  over 
some  of  theirs,  taking  them  somewhere 
in  their  minds  where  they've  never  been. 

Sex  is  one  of  the  areas  where  one  is 
most  preconditioned,  enclosed  or  af- 
fected by  education,  the  one  that  needs 
to  be  broken  open  most.  To  a  lot  ot 
people  that's  the  most  apparent  thing  in 
our  shows.  To  us  It  Isn't.  We  always  get 
taken  aback  when  we  go  somewhere  be- 
cause at  first  that's  what  they  talk 
about,  especially  critics. 

At  first  the  predominant  reaction  Is  to 
emphasize  the  gay  element.  That 
simmers  down  a  bit  after  we've  been 
somewhere  for  a  tew  months.  The 
audience  gets  wider.  Occasionally  one 
can  feel  a  very  exuberant,  camp  re 
sponse  to  everything  that  can  overtlp 
the  scales  In  our  performance. 
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in  Spain  where  we  worked  tor  four 
months  before  we  came  here,  the 
audiences  were  Incredibly  Intense,  pas- 
sionate. They  never  laughed  or  tittered. 
The  cabaret  scene  In  Flowers  > 
play  to  dead  silence  and  then  at  the 
end  ot  Over  the  Rainbow,  there  would 
be  a  standing  ovation  ot  1 .000  people  tor 
over  five  minutes.  Coming  here  we 
;  found  audiences  picking  up  on  the 
movie  references  and  Ihey  laugh 
because  they  recognize  Images.  They 
laugh  much  more. 

Though  they  have  little  time  they  can 
call  their  own,  what  between  classes 
and  performances,  Kemp  end  company 

m 


try  to  see  as  much  dance,  mime  and  tllrr 
as  they  can.  From  them  Kemp  takes 
whet  he  wants,  whet  he  needs 

Be  J  art  is  an  influence  although  there 
are  lots  ol  things  I  don't  like  now  A  lot 
!  of  his  stylistic  vocabulary  hear 
bit  rhetorical  The  pageants  are  Of  ten 
magnificent,  but  the  choreographic  de- 
tail doesn't  stand  up, 

Recently  Kemp  created  a  ballet  called 
Cruel  Garden  in  collaboration  with 
Christopher  Bruce  tor  London's  Ballet 
Rambert.  Hailed  by  one  critic  as  a 

sterpiece.  Cruel  Garden  draws  an  im- 
pressionistic study  ot  the  gay  Spanish 
;  poef,  Federlco  Garcia  Lorca.  Haughton 

;  Lores  when  he  talks  about 
1  Kemp's  favourite  I 

Writers  whose  work  has 
obsessional  Images.  Lind- 
say works  like  a  magpie 
with  his  favourite  images, 
which  repeat  and  repeat 
like  Cocteau's 

Among  possible  future 
projects  are  shows  i 
on  Jacques  Preverf's  script 
for  Les  Enfants  du  Paradls, 
on  Lorca's  poetry,  maybe 
Shakespeare's  Hamlet  or 
A  Midsummer  Night's 
Dream.  Obsessional  though 
I  he  Is,  they  reject  Proust  as 
|  being  mundane.  What  they 
I  are  Into  Is  excess,  extra- 
I  vagance,  and  Proust,  with  his 
I  tea  and  madeleines,  his 
I  paving  stones  and  hawthorn 
I  bushes,  provides  no 
challenge 
Perhaps  next  time  Kemp 
■  and  Company  come  to  town 
j  we'll  be  seeing  David  Houghton 

i  wings  again  as  Ooeron. 
|  What  more  likely  role? 

He  smiles  as  he  goes  down 
\  the  stairs  and  you  know  that  In  a 
tew  hours  that  mouth  will  look 
llkean  open  wound  sparkling 
with  tiny  stolen  towels.  In  a  tew 
hours,  he  will  be  the  Angel  ot 
Death  once  more. 

After  he's  gone,  Mlchaellooks 
at  the  remains  ot  an  ordinary 
lunch  and  says,  "You  should  have 
served  him  angelcake."0 


OUR  MACE 


Getting  into  Getting  Sex 

Michael  Lynch  talks  to  author  John  Lee 


GewngSex.A  New  Approach  — 
!  mors  fun  less  guilt  by  John  A\an  Lee 
(General  Publishing,  1978,58.95) 
Getting  Sex,  the  new  book  by  gay  socio- 
logist John  Lee,  proposes  to  describe 
|  the  gay  "sex  delivery  system"  in  a  large 
North  American  city.  Called  in  Ihe  book 
j  "Metropolis,"  this  city  bears  a  partial 
resemblance  to  Metropolitan  Toronto. 
I  Lee  recommends  such  a  "system"  lo 
'■   heterosexuals  as  a  model  of  how  to  find, 
,   as  he  says  In  the  promo  leaflet,  "more 
■   sex,  more  fun.  and  less  guilt." 
i      Lee  describes  in  great  detail  the 
various  sexual  and  social  meeting 
i   places  of  gay  men  In  "Metropolis": 
i   cruising  on  the  streets.  In  parks  and 
i  washrooms,  at  bars  and  discos  and 
j   making  contact  through  classified  ads 
In  the  gay  press.  He  devoles  a  chapter 
j   toS&M  and  discusses  male  prostltu- 
'   tlon.  Framed  In  theformof  asociologl- 
'  caJ  study  aimed  al  academics  and 
others  Interested  In  human  behaviour, 
the  book  Is  based  upon  "many  hours"  ol 
original  research  by  Ihe  author  as  a  par- 
ticipant observer  and  Interviewer. 

I  found  Getting  Sex  hypnotic.  And 
bothersome.  It  argues  for  promiscuity, 
which  I  want  to  see  both  defended 
against  lis  many  detractors  and  made 
available  lo  more  people,  gay  and  non- 
gay  II  argues  that  there  Is  a  "gay  wis- 
dom" that  non-gays  mlghl  learn  from  — 
who  could  disagree?  But  Is  this  the  par- 
ticular model  ol  promiscuity  we  should 
take  pride  In  and  promote?  Does  this 
book  represent  the  "wisdom"  or  the 
folly  of  the  gay  ghetto  In  matters 

Lee  writes  In  his  preface  that  he 
knows  the  book  will  upset  some  gay 
people,  and  has  lold  me  lhat  "I  knew 
you'd  be  one  of  them."  So  when  TBP 
asked  me  to  speak  with  him  with  an  eye 
towards  articulating  some  of  our  differ- 
ences, we  were  both  ripe  fordlscord. 

I  like  your  dismissal  of  some  stereo- 
types about  gay  men  —  fftaf  we  musf  be 
butch-or-lem,  or  actlve-or-passive,  tor  In- 
stance. But  isn't  the  entire  book  based  up- 
on another  stereotypical  dualism,  saying 
we  must  be  either  young  and  attractive 
or,  when  that  Is  lost,  skillful  "sex- 
hunters"? 

The  question  ot  attraction  occurs 
only  a  few  times  In  Ihe  book,  as 
opposed  to  the  hunter  and  hunted  roles, 
which  are  emphasized  repeatedly  as 
roles.  1  don't  see  any  reason  to  apolo- 
gize (or  the  notion  that  getting  sex  re- 
quires skills,  that  it  doesn't  come  natur- 
ally. 

Nor  do/.  But  aren't  there  other  appro- 
priate ways  of  analysing  what  goes  into 
successful  cruising  than  the  uniform 
"hunter/hunted"  metaphor? 

I  suppose  there  are.  I  use  this  one 
because  It's  part  of  the  ecological 
model.  If  you  begin  with  a  biological 
model,  you  start  with  the  concept  of 
species  relallng  to  each  other.  "Preda- 
tlon"  Is  one  ot  Ihem;  "symbiosis"  is 
equally  important. 

The  Impression  the  book  gives  me  Is 
that  there  Is  the  "prey"  and  there  are  the 
various  "hunters" always  competing 
tike  crazy  tor  It.  Do  you  see  "sexhunt- 
log"  as  always  competitive? 

Yes.  As  long  as  you  realize  that  a 
person  can  make  himself  either  hunter 
or  hunted.  I  definitely  see  it  as  acom- 
pelltlve  sltuailon  In  a  large  city.  Which- 
ever role  you  take,  the  chances  of  oper- 
ating on  a  strictly  one-to-one  basis  with- 
out competition  are  very  small. 

But  there  are  so  many  men,  why 
should  there  be  competition?  And  why 
should  we  encourage  straights  to  mimic 
that  competitiveness? 

Sex  Is  made  an  artificially  scarce  re- 
j   source  in  our  society  lor  a  number  of 
reasons:  our  Victorian  and  Puritanical 
ethics,  stemming  from  Judeo-Chrlsllan 
ethics,  the  romantic  notions,  the 
notions  of  ideal  physical  type.  Everyone 
In  a  bar  or  baths  Is  not  equally  Into  the 
competition;  some  people  have  more  to 
"/Body  Politic 


,  olfer  man  others.  Physical  beauty  is 
|   high  In  terms  of  the  exchange  value  In 
I   that  system,  but  II  can  be  compensated 
1  for  by  skills. 

I'd  argue  that  we  should  be  trying  to 
undo  that  situation,  not  extend  It.  But 


■n  as  things  s 


1.  It  Sr 


that  there  are  many  factors  determining 
attractiveness  between  partners,  not 
lust  physical  beauty  or  the  old  man 's 
compensatory  "technique." 

That  depends  on  whether  you're 
thinking  of  getting  sex  or  llndlng  a  rela- 
tionship. If  you're  looking  tor  a  relation- 
ship, I  agree  with  you.  Personality,  bio- 
graphical qualities,  occupation  and  so 
on  become  much  more  relevant.  But  if 
all  you  want  Is  the  body,  If  you  want  a 
night  or  a  series  of  nights,  a  fucking 
buddy  or  a  scenario  or  threesome  or  a 
trick,  then  essentially  the  character 
comes  In  only  to  the  extent  that  It  mini- 
mizes risks.  You  don't  want  to  go  to  bed 
with  someone  dangerous. 

Despite  a  tew  passages  showing  Ihe 
pleasures  of  cruising,  the  book's  over- 
whelming Impression,  to  me.  Is  that 
cruising  Is  very  mechanical  and  mani- 
pulative, a  matter  of  designing  various 
means  carefully  to  trap  the  "prey. " 

"Manipulative"  I'll  agree  with,  the  rest 
1  don'l.  My  sociology  Is  the  sociology  of 
symbolic  Interaction.  I  believe  lhat 
people  are  always  manipulating  others, 
with  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  of 
consciousness.  II  you  want  lo  play 
tennis  with  someone  and  he  wanis  to 
play  tennis  with  you,  then  you're  not 
using  the  person.  I  don'l  see  that  as 
mechanical. 


"The  experienced  sexhunter 
of  the  gay  discos  casts  his 
line  and  dragnets,  culling  the 
crowd  for  his  nightly  catch": 
I  believe  people  are  always 
manipulating  others,  with  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree  of 
consciousness  —  John  Lee 


But  who  ever  speaks  of  "hunting"  a 
tennis  partner  as  "prey"?  The  difficulty  I 
have  with  the  idea  that  all  manipulation 
in  cruising  is  predatory.  It  suggests 
trapping  something  that  really  doesn't 
want  to  be  caught,  any  more  than  a  bird 
wants  to  be  shot  or  a  fish  to  be  hooked. 

You're  getting  hung  up  on  a  word. 

Vourword.  Your  world-view. 

If  I'd  used  "searcher"  and 
"sea/chee,"  would  It  seem  less  mech- 
anical? 

Perhaps  If  you'd  used  "searcher"  and 
"searchee, "  but  mutuality  Is  far  from 
your  system.  I  keep  hearing  echoes  of 
some  treatise  written  within  twenty 
years  of  Darwin,  In  which  there  are  the 
beautiful  young  things  being  devoured 
by  the  slightly  older  and  slightly  less 
beautiful  young  things,  being  devoured 
by  —  and  so  on.  You  know,  "nature  red 
In  tooth  and  claw." 

It  is  simply  a  question  of  taking  Initia- 
tives or  responding  to  initiatives. 

Nor  in  Getting  Sex.  You  write,  tor 
example,  with  regards  to  men  In  the 
perk:  "Many  appear  over  thirty;  many,  as 
you  might  expect,  are  no  longer  attrac- 
tive. "  I  don't  expect  people,  because 
they're  over  thirty,  to  be  no  longer 
attractive. 

That's  in  the  context  of  the  park. 
People  who  go  out  to  look  In  parks  late 
at  night  In  the  dark  without  a  single 
streetlight  I  expect  to  be  less  attractive 
yes. 

Then  you  discount  the  pleasures  of 
having  sex  In  the  park,  which  you  des- 
cribenlcely  elsewhere?  Surely  anyone 
can  enjoy  sex  in  the  park. 

I  also  say  that  there  are  attractive  and 
liberated  people  who  use  parks. 

But  rrte  main  — 


But  the  main  —  my  experience, 
spending  god  knows  how  many  nights 
In  parks,  talking  to  people  and  counting 
them,  Is  that  the  great  ma|orlty  were 
over  thirty. 
|       Could  you  comment  on  this 
|  statement  from  the  chapter  on  discos: 

"The  experienced  sexhunter  ot  the 
I  Metropolitan  gay  discos  likewise  casts 
I  his  tines  and  dragnets,  culling  the 
crowd  for  his  nightly  catch.  Toandtro 
he  moves  around  the  floor,  plying  the 
surging  tide  of  bodies,  pulling  some  In 
end  throwing  them  back,  until  at  last  he 
wrestles  with  a  worthy  plunder." 

That's  written  definitely  as  a  meta- 
!  phor,  since  the  clubs  I'm  talking  aboul 
|  are  given  the  names  of  fishes. 

Isn't  the  metaphor  so  overextended 
that  it  falsities  the  situation? 
I      That's  a  criticism  that  could  be  made, 
from  a  literary  point  of  view. 

/  mean  In  terms  ot  fact,  of  what 
actually  happens. 

I  don't  deny  that  there  are  obviously 
people  there  who  |ust  go  to  dance  and 
|  so  on,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of  my 
!  problem  —  namely,  how  does  one 
!  trick  —  thedlsco  works  this  way. 
|      Do  you  find  it  a  widely  spread 
phenomenon,  as  I  think  you  Imply,  that 
older  men  (anyone  over  thirty)  asking 
younger  men  (anyone  under  thirty)  to 
dance  gets  answers  such  as  "Not  with 
you,  fatty, "  or  "I  never  dance  with  old 
men,  "-or  "It  might  be  too  hard  on  your 
heart,  deary. "  These  sound  like  the  anti- 
gay  literature  ol  the  50'$ 

Those  are  all  actual  examples.  I'm 
afraid  that's  very  much  pan  of  the  reality 
thai  I've  found. 

I  don't,  myself,  wish  this  kind  ot 
ageism  onto  straights.  There  Is  a 
passage  I  do  Ilka,  towards  the  end  ot  the 
book.  There  you  speak  briefly  of  sex  as 
play  because  It's  not  a  means  but  rather 
an  end  In  itself.  Ot  course,  this  Is  our 
repeated  answer  to  Catholics  and 
others  who  want  sax  only  for  procrea- 
tion. But  it  seems  to  ma  that  throughout 
this  book,  cruising  Is  not  playful.  In  this 
sense  at  least,  because  It  Is  pointedly  a 
means  to  an  end.  You  don't  ever  allow 
forcrulslng  to  be  playful  —  only  more 
or  less  efficient,  more  or  less  success- 
ful, in  reaching  its  end:  a  "catch"  for  the 
night. 

That's  a  fair  criticism.  Getting  Sex 
does  not  discuss  those  aspects  of  the 
gay  social  life  which  are  essentially 
social.  I  say  several  times  that  these 
exist,  and  that  they  actually  occupy 
much  more  of  gay  people's  social  Inter- 
action than  just  cruising  for  sex.  My 
book  is  not  about  ihe  gay  subculture,  or 
the  gay  culture,  or  whatever  you  want  to 
call  It.  It's  about  the  problem  of  getting 
sex. 

This  book  presents  the  gay  world  of 
Metropolis  to  people  who  don't  know 
anything  about  It,  and  claims  to  be 
designed  for  a  heterosexual  audience. 
And  you  Ve  no  qualms  that  you  don't 
give  the  larger  picture  as  well? 

Getting  Sex  Is  not  a  book  to  present 
the  gay  world. 

You  know  It's  going  to  do  just  that. 
You  know  that  the  only  other  book  in 
English  Canada  on  gays  is  A  Not  So  Gay 
World.  Where  else  Is  the  straight  audi- 
ence to  get  the  whole  picture? 

Nowhere,  nowhere.  I  agree.  Getting 
Sex  Is  the  book  I  set  out  to  write.  The 


other  book  turned  out  not  to  be  In  me. 
Getting  Sex  was. 

'  wonder  It  a  gay  person,  particularly 
In  most  ot  Canada  where  there  Is  no 
urban  "sex  delivery  system"  such  as 
you  describe  here,  would  get  a  vary 
negative  image,  particularly  a  young  gay 
person  because  throughout  It,  success 
can  only  be  achieved  by  using  another 
person. 

I  see  nothing  wrong  with  a  person 
using  another  If  the  two  people  enjoy 
thai  mutual  use.  I  use  the  streetcar  con- 
ductor, I  use  my  mailman.  They  use  me 
too  because  If  riders  or  mall -receivers 
didn't  exist  they  wouldn't  have  a  job. 

You've  said  that  "sexhunlers"  have 
praised  you  tor  the  accuracy  ot  the 
disco  chapter.  Have  you  asked  any  ot 
the  disco  "prey"  for  a  reaction? 

No  I  haven't,  because  I  think  that 
people  who  go  to  discos  mainly  lo  be 
caught  are  not  really  conscious  to  any- 
thing like  the  same  extent  of  what's 
going  on.  Part  of  the  problem  In  being 
Inefficient  In  using  Ihe  territory  Is  lhat 
they  don't  understand  the  structure  of 
the  lerrliory  Ihe  way  the  hunter  does. 

That  seems  to  me  to  confirm  what  I 
was  charging,  that  the  action  In  your 
analysis  is  all  on  one  side.  You  were 
saying  that  the  action  really  is  mutual 
because  the  prey  go  there  to  be  hunted, 
but  now  you  say  that  they  really  don't 
understand  what  they're  doing. 

Not  nearly  as  much.  I'm  not  saying 
that  they  don't  understand  it  at  all. 

The  hunter/prey  kind  of  promiscuity 
is  the  kind  that  you  would  like  to  see 
heterosexuals  adopt,  right? 

Yes.  The  message  put  out  by  the 
media  Is  one  of  a  very  negative, 
moralistic  warning.  You  seek  casual  sex 
and  you'll  end  up  either  lonely  and 
demented,  IlkeAltle,  or  dead,  like  Terry 
Dunn.  What  I'm  saying  Is  that,  given  the 
right  kind  of  social  organization,  It's 
entirely  possible  lor  heterosexuals  to 
have  a  system  of  sexual  opportunities. 

/  have  a  silly  hope  that  we,  or  they, 
canalter  the  hunted/prey  mentality, 
wherever  it  exists. 

You  don't  see  Plalo's  Retreat  as  an 
advance  for  heterosexuals? 

Yes,  a  very  small  one.  I  don't  sea  that 
the  "system"  you  describe  here  Is  good 
in  itself,  as  you  seem  to  think. 

Gay  people  have  solved  the  problem 
better  than  heterosexuals  have  — 

No  doubt  about  thai 

—  and  heterosexuals  can  learn  from 
the  way  the  problem  has  been  solved  in 
the  gay  world. 

Lee  has  an  answer  for  every 

objection.  A  lot  more  answers  than  I  do. 
But  many  ot  them,  somehow,  evade  the 
objections.  So  I'm  lelt  with  questions, 
questions,  questions. 

Is  his  use  of  ecological  language 
appropriate  or  misleading?  Are  his 
natural  metaphors  faithful  to  current 
understandings  ot  nature?  Isn't 
Getting  Sex  committed  loan  ageism 
and  an  unrelieved  competitiveness  in  Us 
analysis?  And  isn'l  lis  tone  through  and 
through  condescending  to  every  kind  of 
gay  person  —  the  young,  Ihe  old,  the 
closeted,  the  activist,  the  MCC  member, 
the  lesbian  —  except  the  hardened,  In- 
veterate, vulturous,  successful 
"sexhunter"? 

You'll  read  11,  You  can  say.Q 
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For  the  Beautiful  People  it's  by  air. 
For  the  intrepid  and/or  impover- 
ished traveller  it's  by  train,  car,  bi- 
cycle or  foot.  The  countryside  makes 
the  land  trip  worthwhile. 

The  voyage  begins  in  Montreal. 
Two  famous  trains  (for  railroad 
buffs)  depart  daily:  The  Ocean  leaves 
at  5:05  pm.  On  the  first  evening  out 
voyagers  can  see  a  spectacular  sunset 
view  of  Quebec  City  and  the  Citadel 
as  the  train  passes  through  Levis  on 
the  south  side  of  the  St,  Lawrence  at 
8:40  pm.  The  trains  run  down  the 
east  coast  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
the  sunrise  over  the  Baie  de  Chaleur 
is  not  to  be  missed.  It's  probably  one 
of  Canada's  most  spectacular  sights. 
The  train  arrives  in  Campbellton  NB 
at  6:00  am  and  proceeds  down  the 
province  along  the  Northumberland 
Straight  to  Moncton  and  arrives  in 
Halifax  at  3:55  pm. 

The  Scotian  leaves  Montreal  at 
11:30  pm.  If  you're  awake  at  3:00  am 
you  can  see  Quebec  City  by  night, 
and  the  train  resurfaces  at  daylight  in 
Riviere  du  Loup  at  5:30  am.  After  a 
grueling  day's  travel.  The  Scotian 
arrives  in  Halifax  at  10:20  pm.  Coach 
seals  on  either  train  are  $43.00  one 
way. 

The  voyage  by  car  opens  up  as 
many  variables  as  there  are  high- 
ways. There  are,  again,  two  main 
routes.  The  first  is  all-Canadian 
along  the  Trans-Canada  highway  to 
Riviere  du  Loup,  and  then  south 
into  New  Brunswick,  taking  the 
traveller  through  Edmunston  and  the 
Madawaska  Valley.  This  predomin- 
ately French-speaking  area  of  New 
Brunswick  has  its  own  firmly 
entrenched  regional  identity  dating 
from  the  days  of  the  Maine 
boundary  disputes  in  the  early  1800s. 
When  asked  at  that  time  whether 
they  were  American  or  British,  the 
locals  replied  "Citizens  of  the 
Republic  of  Madawaska"  and  so 
they  still  consider  themselves  today. 
The  Republic  has  its  own  flag,  and 
federal  buildings  in  the  area  are 
referred  to  as  embassies.  The  capital 

Edmunston.  From  there,  the 
Trans-Canada  proceeds  to  Frederic- 
ton,  and  the  traveller  has  a  choice  of 
either  proceeding  to  Saint  John  and 
taking  the  ferry  to  Digby,  Nova 
Scotia;  or  going  to  Moncton  on  the 
Trans-Canada,  crossing  the  Tantra- 
Marshes  on  the  isthmus  of 
Chignecto  and  on  into  Nova  Scotia. 
(For  all  ferry  schedules  and  costs  see 
back  page  of  this  pull-out.) 
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Above:  Halifax,  NS,  site  of  the  6th  Conference  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 
Below:  Halifax-Dartmouth  and  surrounding  countryside.  Avoid  Peggy's 
Cove,  the  most  photographed  village  in  North  America.  Too  kitsch  and  too 
crowded.  Prospect,  a  32  km  drive  from  Halifax,  is  nicer,  and  unspoiled.  You 
can  buy  fresh  mackeral  at  the  fish  houses  there  for  20«  a  fish.  For  a 
secluded  and  nearby  beach  the  grandeur  of  Crystal  Crescent  is  recom- 
nended.  Four  kilometres  of  sand  along  the  Atlantic.  A  nice  place  to  be  gay. 


The  second  route  goes  south  of 
Montreal  to  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Bangor,  Maine  via  the 
Interstate  highways.  From  Bangor, 
150  km  of  winding  blacktop  goes  to 
Calais  (pronounced  'calis')  where 
one  crosses  into  St.  Stephen,  New 
Brunswick.  Again,  one  has  a  choice 
here  of  proceeding  to  Moncton  and 
Nova  Scotia  by  the  Trans-Canada,  or 
taking  the  Digby  Ferry  from 
Saint  John.  Both  routes  are  scenic, 
the  Maine  way  being  somewhat  more 
pastoral.  The  countryside  is  Filled 
with  enormous  frame  houses  built  in 
the  19th  century. 

Two  other  potential  routes 
through  Maine  involve  travelling  to 
the  seacoast  towns  of  Bar  Harbor 


or  Portland,  and  taking  the  ferry 
from  either  to  Yarmouth,  Nova 
Scotia,  which  is  340  km  south  of 
Halifax.  Beware  of  the  cost.  Travel- 
ling by  car  on  the  ferries  is  expensive 

Once  you're  in  the  Maritimes,  dis- 
tances are  short,  and  with  a  car  it's 
easy  to  province  hop.  To  get  to 
Prince  Edward  Island  one  drives 
from  Halifax  north  to  CapeTormen- 
tine,  just  across  the  New  Brunswick 
border  and  catches  the  ferry  which 
runs  like  a  bus  service  to  the  Island. 

A  ferry  also  runs  from  Wood 
island,  on  the  south  coast  of  PEI  to 
Caribou  cm  the  north  shore  of  Nova 
Scotia,  which  is  convenient  if  one 
wishes  to  go  directly  from  PEI  to 
Cape  Breton. 


The  journey  to  Newfoundland  is 
long,  and  underlines  that  province's 
isolation  from  the  North  American 
mainland.  To  get  there  one  has  to 
cross  the  Maritimes  to  the  east  coast 
of  Cape  Breton.  The  ferries  leave 
only  from  North  Sidney.  Cape 
Breton  is  worth  the  drive. 

During  the  summer  months,  there 
are  two  ferry  routes  to  Newfound- 
land. The  first  sails  across  the 
entrance  to  the  gulf  of  St  Lawrence 
to  Port  aux  Basques,  Nfld,  a  distance 
of  160  km.  It's  a  six  hour  ride.  Then 
there's  a  1000  kilometer  drive  across 
the  entire  width  of  the  province  to 
the  city  of  St  John's,  located  at  the 
extreme  eastern  tip  of  the  Avalon 
Peninsula.  This  route  offers  a  chance 
to  visit  communities  such  as  Comer- 
brook,  Grand  Falls  and  Gander,  as 
well  as  the  infamous  oil  refinery  at 
Come-by-Chance.  Near  there,  on  the 
isthmus  leading  to  the  Avalon  Penin- 
sula, you'll  find  a  magnificent  look- 
out on  the  top  of  a  mountain.  You 
can  see  the  enormous  Placentia  Bay 
to  the  south  and  the  equally  awesome 
Trinity     Bay     to     the     north. 

The  second  ferry  from  North 
Sidney  travels  across  426  km  of 
water,  some  of  it  international 
(which  allows  CN  Marine  to  provide 
gambling  for  your  amusement).  The 
trip  is  eighteen  hours  and  berths  are 
inexpensive,  recommended,  and  will 
literally  rock  you  to  sleep.  This  ferry 
arrives  in  Argentia,  a  small  former 
US  naval  base  on  the  Avalon  Penin- 
sula, and  a  mere  1 20  km  ride  from  St 
John's. 

Avisit  to  St.  John's  should  include 
a  visit  to  Cape  Spear,  which  juts  out 
into  the  Atlantic  some  32  km.  south 
of  the  city.  It  is  the  most  easterly 
point  in  North  America.  A  gra- 
vel road  leads  to  it,  and  it's  hard 
to  find,  but  it's  a  great  place  to  watch 
for  icebergs,  and  explore  the  aban- 
doned armaments  from  the  second- 
world  war. 

Geologically  speaking,  the  Avalon 
Peninsula  is  supposed  to  be  a  little 
piece  of  Europe  tacked  onto  the  new 
world.  Internationally  speaking, 
nearby  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  are 
historical  flukes,  little  pieces  of 
France  maintaining  their  nationality 
a  few  kilometers  off  the  coast  of 
Canada.  Go.  You  don't  need  a  pass- 
port. The  ferry  leaves  from  Fortune, 
Newfoundland,  daily  during  the 
summer.  Fortune  is  about  450  km. 
from  St.  John's. 

And  have  a  gay  old  timed 
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Wednesday,  June  28 

OKJO  Registration  desk  opens 

Rural  gays  meet  for  caucus 

1000  Opening  plenary 

1200  Lunch 

1300  Workshops 

1430  Workshops 

.  1600  Workshops 

'  1730  Supper 

2000  Truxx  play  and/i 


Some  little  things: 

this  year's  coordinator  remembers  last  year  in  Saskatoon. 


July  1,  1977  will  go  down  in  Saskatoon  history  as  the 
day  we  liberated  Kiwanis  Park.  Exhilarated  from  the 
success  of  our  march  on  City  Hall,  the  first  gay 
march  ever  held  in  Saskatoon,  we  wandered  over  the 
riverside  arm-in-arm,  in  couples  and  groups.  There, 
the  stately  Bessborough  Hotel  was  presiding  over  a 
somewhat  tepid  Canada  Day  celebration.  A  country 
band  was  playing  on  an  outdoor  stage,  but  no  one 
was  dancing  —  until  we  arrived. 

Eyes  grew  wide  as  men  started  dancing  with  men, 
women  with  women.  Soon,  members  of  the  watching 
crowd  were  joining  in.  Whether  out  of  acceptance, 
amusement  or  simple  astonishment,  no  one  tried  to 
harass  us.  A  benign  prairie  sky  shone  down  on  every- 
one. For  a  moment  it  was  as  if  the  revolution  had 


already  happened.  We  had  a  taste  of  that  freedom 
that  will  be  ours  someday  —  the  simple  freedom  to 
love  openly  and  joyfully  without  the  cancerous  sense 
of  fear  that  today  eats  into  our  selves  and  our 
relationships.  That  small  taste  was  wildly 
intoxicating,  and  very  addictive. 

It's  the  little  things  that  change  our  lives.  When  I 
think  of  Saskatoon,  one  image  appears  again  and 
again.  I  see  gentle,  bushy  James  Eraser  of  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  dressed  in  an  orange  caftan, 
laughing,  dancing,  whirling  about  in  Kiwanis  Park 
with  a  group  of  children,  their  parents  smiling  on.  A 
tiny  glimpse  of  a  better  world.  The  biggest  thing  of 
all. 

Robin  Metcalfe  □ 
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The  Heidelberg  —  1475 
Dresdan  Row.  German  cui- 
sine and  lounge  with  a  large 
gay  patronage.  Try  their 
cheesecake. 

The  Gin  Kee  Hing  —  S970 
Spring  Garden  Road.  Good 
Chinese  food  at  reasonable 

The  Garden  mew  —  5525 
Spring  Garden  Rd.  Chinese 
food,  popular  downtown 
hang-out.  Affectionately 
known  as  Gag'n'Spew. 
Campbell's  Clam  Chowder  a 
specialty. 

The  Paradise  -  1556  Hollis 
St.  Halifax's  only  all-night 
restaurant.  A  son  of  land- 
mark... Dig  the  Garden  of 
Eden  murals. 

The  Chicken  Tan- 
door—  1264  Harrington  St, 
good  East  Indian  food  at 
reasonable  price*. 

The  Palm  Lunch  —  524S 
Prince  St.,  corner  Grafton. 
Chinese  and  Canadian 
dishes.  Small  and  economi- 
I  caJ.  Another  "son  of  land- 
mark." 
Philos  —  Queen  St.  off 
i  Spring  Garden  Rd.  Vegc- 
;  tarian  dishes,  all  sorts  of  herb 
j  teas  and  such.  Small,  casual, 
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Historic  Properties  —  Fea- 
tuiing  Privateers  Wart- 
house  —  three  levels,  each 
unique;  lower  pub,  middle 
good  jazz,  upper  good  food. 
The  Clipper  Cay  —  great 
seafood.  Also  the  berth  of 
the  famous  Bluenose  and  lots 
of  interesting  boutiques.  A 
Hi  of  a  tourist  trap,  but 
pretty. 

The  Henry  House  —  1222 
Sarrington  St.  An  elegant 
and  antique  setting.  Excellent 
wine  selection  and  gourmet 
dishes.  Not  for  the  poor. 

Pepe's  —  5680  Spring 
Garden  Rd.  Comfortable  at- 
mosphere. Specializing  in 
salads,  seafoods  and  tradi- 
tional Nova  Scotian  desserts. 
Downstairs  —  Cabbagetown, 
a  jazz  cafe,  growing  in  popu- 

Zapaia's  —  1591  South 
Park  St.  Greek  and  Mexican 
dishes,  very  afford- 
able —  candlelight    and 

Old  Man  Morias'  —  1 150 
Harrington  St.  Delicious  Hel- 
lenic cuisine  —  Greek  music 
and  decor. 

By  kith,  MacNeil 

with  unsolicited  comments 

by  Robin  Metcalfe  □ 


In  Halifax: 

This  city  offers  a  unique  op- 
portunity to  join  a  two-hun- 
dred-year-old cruising  tradi- 
tion on  Citadel  Hill  in  the 
heart  of  downtown.  If  the 
action  fails,  there's  always 
the  view.  Also  popular  are 
the  Public  Gardens, 
Spring  Garden  Rd  and  South 
Parte  Si.  (Affectionately 
called  the  "Pubic  Gardens" 
bythenatives-in-the-know.) 

At  the  foot  of  Citadel  Hill 
and  a  short  walk  from  the 
Gardens  is  an  area  known  as 
"The  Triangle,"  formed  by 
Spring  Garden  Rd,  Dresdan 
Rd,  and  Queen  St.  Very  pop- 
ular but  somewhat  pedes- 
trian. For  something  a  little 
more  off  the  beaten  path  (so 
to  speak),  try  Black  Rock 
Beach  at  Point  Pleasant 
Park.  This  is  definitely  At 
Your  Own  Risk.  Straights 
hang  out  there  too.  For  those 
with  a  hankering  for  the  his- 
torical, Captain  Morgan,  an 
infamous  pirate  whose  rum 
we  now  pretend  to  drink,  was 
hanged  here  by  the  British  in 
the  18th  century.  If  you 
stumble  on  his  ghost,  don't 
be  alarmed.  It  won't  be  the 
first  time. 


For  the  Hotel  scene  try  the 
Fore  and  After  Lounge  at  the 
Dresdan  Arms  Motor  Hotel 
on  Artillery  Rd  —  quite  near 
The  Triangle  and  at  the  foot 
of  Citadel  Hill.  Also  the  Lord 
Nelson  Tavem,  on  Spring 
Garden  Rd,  just  across  from 
the  Public  Gardens.  Murray's 
Restaurant,  another  part  of 
the  Lord  Nelson  Hotel  com- 
plex is  also  known  to  be 
ennsy.  Recent  word  has  it 
that  management  is  trying  to 
discourage  this,  so  there's  all 
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For  the  tearoom  trade, 
there's  Halifax  Shopping 
Centre,  but  be  careful.  The 
heat's  been  on  and  a  certain 
Deputy  Justice  Minister  was 
recently  embarrassed- 
Russian  sailors  have  been 
known  to  drop  anchor  at  the 


More  than  two  hundred  gay  men  and  lesbians  fr 
Quebec  are  expected  to  descend  on  Halifax  June  28  lor 
parties,  fun,  demos,  gay  cultural  evenings  and  dancing. 

This  is  the  sixth  such  event.  Bilingual  and  bi-natlonal 
terences  in  Quebec  City,  Ottawa,  Winnipeg,  Toronto  en 

In  an  area  of  the  country  that  has  only  recently  seen 
movement,  the  event  promises  to  attract  widespread  at 


Queen  Street.  Outdoors:  The 
Green,  a  park  adjacent  to 

and    the    Beaverbrook 
An  Gallery   Beware  of  stray 

Prince  Edward  Island:  In 
Charlottetown  try  the 
environs  of  the  Confederation 
Centre.  We've  heard  stories 
about  actors  there,  if  you're 
into  an  artsy  evening. 

Saint  John  NB:  The  Pub  in 
the  Admiral  Beaty  Hotel. 
Cruising;  try  the  Grey  Inn  T-l 
Room,  and  the  Oshawa  Mall. 

Bangor  Maine:  for  thosp. 
interested  in  foreign  flesh,  fcy 
Miller's  (a  pub?)  at  427  Main 
Street,  or  Peter's  Candlelight 
(sounds  camp!)  at  158  Main 
St.  For  cruising,  there's  Main 
St  North,  near  the  Candle- 
light, the  Old  Covered  Bridge 
behind  the  Post  Office,  and 
the  general  vicinity  of 
Sleepers  Clothing  Store.  Al 
your  own  risk. 

If  you're  driving  on  Inter- 
state 95  try  these  resutops: 
southbound  at  Herman: 
northbound  at  Carmcl.  Old 
Orchard  Beach  in  Maine  is 
qujtc  Lmisy  as  well,  bul 
everyone  there  is  usually 
from  Montreal .  D 
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this  photo.  Can  you  llnd  Ihem? 
esplanade  along  the  harbour 
just  behind  the  Hotel  Nova 
Scotia.  Gook  luck.  Perhaps 
the  NATO  fleet  will  be 
around.  Here's  hoping  your 

In  Atlantic  Canada: 
This  is  not  a  definitive  list  of 
where  to  go,  but  can  give  the 
avid  cruiser  some  ideas.  More 
useful  than  listings,  sou 'II 
find,  are  your  own  finely- 
tuned  instincts.  For  example, 
no  listings  are  available  for  St 
John's  Nfld,  but  we  have  a 
feding  the  action  is  on  Signal 
Hill  and  by  the  shores  of 
Lake  Quidi  Vidi.  Holiday 
Inns  (the  lounges)  are  proti- 
ably  a  safe  bet,  anywhere, 
and  everywhere, 

Frcdericton:    The    Lord 
Beaverbrook  Hotel  Bar.  659 


Saturday,  July  1 

0900    Reports  and  discussion  of  Thursday  workshops 

(rnlnTpltnwD 
iCOO     Panel    discussion    on    child/youth    sexuality 

perhaps  organized  by  Gay  Youth  groups 
1200     Lunch 
1300     Workshops 
1430    Workshops 


Sunday,  July  2 


Monday,  July  3 


1000  NGRC  business  session 

1200  Luncheon 

1400  Unlicensed  matinee  al  Turret 

2000  Trux*  play  at  Turret 
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searchers  on  the  west  coast 
ive  recently  discovered 
ban  relationships  among 
igulij.  Apparently  two  fe- 
ile  birds  will  build  a  nest, 
■J  one  will  lay  (infertile) 
js  which  will  be  diligently 
aided  by  both.  The  lesbian 
igulls  also  imitate  hetcro- 
iual  mating  activity. 
It  is  expected  that  omi- 
slogist  will  soon  discover 
oilar  behaviour  on  the 

What   would  an   Atlantic 
mada  feature  be  without 
icle  on  seagulls?  D 


sorry,  we 
your  kind  of  people  in  here," 
said  the  het  barmaid  to  a 
id  her  two  male 
companions  who'd  dropped 
in  for  a  drink  one  evening. 

"What  do  you  mean?" 
asked  the 

"You  know  what  I 
replied   the  barmaid   firmly. 
"Management's  orders." 

The  woman  was  straight, 
but  one  of  the  two  men  was 
gay. 

How  do  they  (ell  a  gay 
from  a  straight  at  the  Jury 
Room?  Well,  the  woman  was 
known  to  have  a  number  of 
gay    male    friends,    Another 


time  a  straight  man  was  re 
fused  service  because  he  wa; 
dressed  suspiciously  —  all  ir 
white! 

The  Gay  Alliance  in 
Halifax  picketed. 

Oh,  wouldn't  it  be  nice  to 
have  a  parly  there  some  even' 
ing  during  the  conference...? 
A  big  party.  With  dancing. 
And  lots  of  camp! 

The  Jun  Room.  Down- 
town at  the  Carieton  Hold. 
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Bearded  Lady 

"In  ancient  lands  women 
with  beards  were  worshipped, 
partaking  of  that  prophetic 
mystery  that  blurs  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  sexes.  How- 
ever, the  passion  of  the  Chris- 
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LITTLE  ANNIE 


(The  following  is  the  text  of  a  skit  presented  at  the 
coffee  house  at  the  5th  Annual  Conference  in  Saska- 
toon in  July,  1977,  and  at  the  First  Annual  Atlantic 
Go}'  Conference  in  Halifax  in  October,  1977.  The 
lines  are  delivered  by  a  smooth-talking  announcer 
seated  al  a  desk.  To  his  left  stands  a  forlorn  and 
disheveled-looking  waif.) 

Little  Annie  is  a  25-year-old  Lesbian  activist. 
She  lives  in  a  cold,  damp  basement  in  the  slums  of 
suburban  Halifax.  She  has  had  no  work  for  almost  a 
year.  Her  paltry  UIC  cheques  barely  enable  her  to 
support  a  dog,  two  cats  and  the  remains  of  a  '68    gratitude,  a  photograph,  and  a  monthly  newsletter 
Barracuda.  On  the  train  to  gay  conferences,  she  has    put  out  by  adopted  Atlantic  gay  activists, 
to  eat  rancid  cheese-and-peanut-butter  sandwiches        You  can  adopt  little  Annie,  or  any  one  of  200  Les- 
while  wealthy  Upper  Canadjan  gay  activists  dine  in     bian  and  gay  activists  in  New  Brunswick    Prince 
the  luxury  of  the  CN  dining  car.  Edward  Island,  Nova  Scotia  or  Newfoundland.  We 

Now,  through  the  Gay  Foster  Parents  Plan,  you  guarantee  that  your  custody  rights  will  be  protected, 
can  adopt  little  Annie.  For  only  $15  a  month,  you  Write  today  to  Gay  Foster  Parents  Plan  PO  Box 
can  ensure  that  she  has  shoes  to  wear  to  the  next  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Station  Halifax  NS  B3J 
demonstrauon,  pen  and  paper  to  write  press  releases.  3K6.  And  remember,  a  dyke  on  the  Plan  is  worth  two 
and  a  wash  cloth  to  wash  her  face  for  media  appear-  on  the  street . 
ances.  For  only  $15,  you  can  have  Annie's  love  and  by  Anne  Fulton  and  Robin  Metcalfe© 


phrodites,  who  became  the 
servants  of  hell.  My  sisters, 
those  ripe  women  with  their 
haloes  of  hair  were  broken  by 
the  mobs  of  crazed  priests 
who  worshipped  sexless  ab- 
stractions of  purity...  Come, 
bearded  ladies,  out  of  your 
caves,  let  this  century  have  a 
good  long  stare."  {©  1978 
Jim  MacSwain). 

So  says  Jim  MacSwain, 
just  a  boy  from  Amherst, 
Nova  Scotia,  now  a  Maritime 
artiste  extraordinaire  and 
author  of  The  Bearded 
Lady's  Reflection,  a 
theatre  piece  which 
singing,  dancing,  poetry, 
mime,  and  shifting  persona*. 
Already  the  recipient  of  tum- 
ultous applause  from  gay  and 
straight  audiences,  MacSwain 
will  perform  his  pageant  at 
the  National  Gay  Conference 
in  Halifax. 

"The  whole  idea  is  that  in 
every  man  there  is  this 
woman,  and  in  every  woman 
there  is  this  man,  which  I 
think  is  really  quite  true.  1 
think  that  the  gay  movement 
has  built  its  strength  on  just 
this  idea  alone,  that  there  is 
this  powerful  person  inside  us 
which  demands  to  be 
heard..." 

MacSwain  is  also  a  central 
figure  in  the  planning  for  the 
Sixth  Annual  Conference,  in 
his  capacity  as  one  of  the  two 
Cultural  Co-ordinators.  The 
idea  that  politics  and  culture 
should  go  hand  in  hand  has 
had  a  major  influence  on 
his  work  as  an  artist.  "...The 
more  thai  cultural  identity  we 
talking  about  emerges, 
and  the  stronger  it  gets,  the 
more  power,  the  more 
strength  we  are  going  to  have 
to  attack  the  system  that  op- 
presses us." 

The    Bearded    Lady's    Re- 
flection. An  evening  with  Jim 
MacSwain.  At  the  mixed  cof- 
feehouse, July  2nd,  8:00  pm. 
Body  PolttlC/17 
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»jUD  umio  summ..  FMM  M/nie      Rand  Gaynor  of  Doomsday  Studios  Is  a  Halifax  gay  artist. 
^'oaMftiii'  PD""'  F*"""'     He  designed  trie  poster  for  this  year's  conference. 
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A  Different  Story 

Paul  Aaron  (director) 
Al  Belkin  (producer) 
Avco  Embassy-Astral  Films 

A  Different  Story  Is  In  fact  very  much 
the  same  old  one.  Even  It  ihey  haven't 
seen  the  lllm  (and,  aside  from  the  llke- 
abiltty  of  Perry  King  and  Meg  Foster, 
there  Is  no  reason  at  all  why  Ihey 
should),  readers  will  probably  know  that 
It  Is  about  a  gay  man  and  a  lesbian  who 
gel  married  for  convenience  and  then 
■all  In  love.  More  accurately,  a  pseudo- 
gay  and  a  pseudo-lesbian,  for  Just  one 
single  night  of  good  old  "normal"  love- 
making  and.  bingo!,  instant  cure.  (Yes, 
the  film  really  Is  as  silly  as  that.) 

Its  sole  Interest  Is  In  the  opportunity 
It  provides  for  siudylng  the  conditions 
which  must  be  fulfilled  tor  gay  themes 
and  characters  to  be  assimilated  Into 
mainstream  bourgeois  cinema  In  this 
respect  the  film  parallels  the  recent 
wave  ot  "bourgeois  femlnlsl"  movies; 
that  It  Is  greatly  inferior  to  An  Un- 
married Women  Is  doubtless  partly  a 
matter  of  individual  talent,  but  may  also 
be  due  to  the  higher  level  of  cheating, 
evasion  and  distortion  necessary  to 
make  gayness  safe  for  family  con- 
sumption. 

The  first  condition  is  lhat  gayness  (as 
In  Dog  Day  Afternoon,  and  like  Femin- 
ism in  relevant  movies)  must  be 
thoroughly  depollllclzed:  gay  liberation 
becomes  simply  a  matter  of  Individual- 
istic llve-and-let-llve,  in  no  way  a  threat 
to  established  norms.  Second,  and  cru- 
cially, the  film  takes  absolutely  for 
granted  the  desirability  of  the  hetero- 
sexual relationship  as  the  right,  superior 
one,  and  with  It  the  whole  paraphernalia 
of  bourgeois  "normality"  —  monogamy, 
exclusivity,  possessiveness,  jealousy. 
What  the  film  celebrates  Is  the  con- 
version of  a  gay  man  and  woman  Into  a 
model  of  nuclear  lamily:  even  the  play 
with  the  exchanging  of  male  and  female 
roles  |on  which  most  of  the  comedy  In 
the  first  half  Is  built)  Is  Increasingly 
!  dropped  as  the  film  progresses.  Gay- 
j  ness.  In  tact,  is  here  little  more  than  a 
|  trendy  gimmick:  the  film's  narrative 
I  pattern  Is  absolutely  conventional. 
every  twist  familiar  from  Hollywood 
I  comedies  of  the  30s  and  40s. 

The  third  condition  is  the  Insidious  re- 
I  Inforcing  of  bourgeois  stereotypes  of 
gayness  which  the  film  tries  to  look  as 
though  It's  questioning.  The  gayness  of 
the  principals  amounts  to  little  more 
than  the  man  being  a  better  cook  and 
dress-makerthan  the  woman;  from  the 
I  mid-point  II  ceases  to  be  an  Issue  (we 
;  are  leased  with  the  possibility  that  the 
1  man  has  reverted,  but  no,  he's  really  car- 
I  rylngon  wlthanother  woman  and  It's 
,  not  serious).  The  two  significant  charac- 
;  terswhoa/e  "really"  gay  are  either 
decadent-exploitative  (Albert's  ex-lover) 
or  neurotic  {Stella's  ex -lover)-  The  lllm 
makes  the  token  gesture  of  providing 
each  lead-character  with  an  alternative 
lover  ot  the  same  sex  who  appears  welt- 
adjusted,  bul  the  characters  are  kept 
peripheral  and  undeveloped.  Nothing  In 
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the  Him  seriously  challenges  the 
common  assumption  thai  gays  are 
either  nasty  or  sick. 

There  is  one  important  difference  be- 
tween this  film  and  the  "bourgeois 
femlnlsl"  movies,  the  latter  seem 
addressed  primarily  to  women  (as  the 
male-dominated  cinema's  means  of 
saying  "We  understand  your  problems 
and  we'll  give  you  a  helping  hand,  wilhln 
limits");  A  Different  Story  Is  certainly 
not  addressed  to  gays,  whom  It  can  only 
anger.  Its  Ideal  audience  would  be  the 
parents  of  gays  who  wish  to  believe 
1  heir  children  are  just  "going  through  a 
phase,"  lis  function  Is  to  reassure  the 
bourgeois  world  that  gays  pose  no 
threat  to  Its  notions  Of  normality.  It 
testifies  yet  again  to  the  Inability  (or 
relusal)  of  bourgeois  society  to  recog- 
nize alternatives  to  its  own  entrapment, 
and  richly  deserves  the  Anita  Bryant 
award  for  the  healthiest  family  movie  of 
1978. 

by  Robin  Wood  ft  Richard  UppaD 


Nouvelle  approche 
del'homosexualite: 

Style  de  vie 

Alain  Bouchard 

Editions  Homeureux,  1977,  $6.00 

Sort  ir 

Luc  Benoit,  Paul  Chamberland, 
Georges  Khal  &  Jean  Basile  (eds) 
Editions  de  I' Aurora,  1978,  $14.95 

Quebec  has  just  produced  Its  fourth  and 
fifth  non-fiction  works  on  gay  Ihemes. 
This  In  itself  is  significant  when  one 
considers  the  dearth  of  publications  on 
the  subject  In  English  Canada.  The 
reasons  are  all  too  evident.  Linguis- 
tically Isolated  from  the  mainstream  of 
the  American  publishing  Industry, 
Quebec  has  felt  a  real  need  for  Its  own 
homosexual  literature.  Unfortunately, 
the  latest  offerings  are  less  than  satis- 
factory though  for  quite  different 


Nouvelle  approche  de  /'homosexu- 
ality, by  Montreal  psychologist  Alain 
Bouchard  (who  Is  gay  although  he  never 
Identifies  his  sexual  orientation  in  the 
book),  alms  primarily  al  reaching  the 
young  homosexual  who  Is  coming  out 
and  secondarily  at  the  professional  psy- 
chologist with  gay  clients. 

The  book  consists  largely  of  rather 
banal  advice  to  homosexuals  who  might 
be  having  difficulties  with  Ihe  coming 
out  process.  Bouchard  encourages  self- 
acceptance;  admirable  advice  In  itself. 
However,  the  major  thrust  of  his 
"healthy  "gay  lifestyle  is  Integration 
into  the  heterosexual  status  quo. 

While  Bouchard  gives  llpservlce  to 
gay  liberation  principles  concerning  the 
societal  oppression  of  homosexuals 
and  Ihe  need  tor  a  gay  rights  struggle  in 
his  introduction  and  conclusion,  these 


ideas  do  not  permeate  the  book.  The 
overall  portrait  ot  the  homosexual  Is  of  a 
lonely,  agonized  Individual  who  should, 
at  best,  aim  tor  Integration.  Apart  from  a 
very  useful  bibliography  and  list  of  gay 
organisations  and  publications,  the 
book  will  do  little  to  raise  the  con- 
sciousness of  Ihe  Quebecols  gay  who  Is  j 
coming  out. 

Bouchard  has  attempted  to  be  for 
Quebec  what  Dr.  George  Weinberg  has 
been  for  English  North  America.  But  de- 
spile  his  declared  rejection  of  the  at- 
titudes of  traditional  psychology  vis-a- 
vis  the  homosexual,  Bouchard  has  not 
been  able  to  shake  his  own  prejudices. 
His  focus  remains  the  problems  of  the 
individual  homosexual  rather  than  the 
homophobia  which  is  the  source  of  this 
oppression. 

If  Bouchard's  work  suffers  from  Ihe 
banal,  Sortlr,  on  the  contrary,  is  charac- 
terized by  an  overemphasis  on  the  ab- 
stract. This  volume  is  an  anthology  of 
twenty-two  articles  by  as  many  writers. 

Though  the  topics  are  varied  and 
Interesting,  almost  all  the  contributions 
suffer  from  too  much  theory  and  offer 
too  Utile  In  terms  of  concrete  sugges- 
tions. Personalty,  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  wading  through  the  esoteric 
intellectual  izl  ng  of  most  of  the  articles. 
As  a  result  the  book  will  appeal  to  few 
but  an  Intellectual  elite. 

The  "point  de  depart"  of  the  the  book 
Is  that  the  recent  Truxx  bar  raid 
has  caused  Quebec  society  to  reevalu- 
ate the  position  of  the  homosexual. 
Straights  and  gays  alike  have  con- 
tributed to  this  analysis.  Several 
Quebec  "celebrities"  figure  among  the 
contributors:  singers  Yvon  Deschamps, 
and  Ranee  Claude  and  author  Michel 
Tremblay.  Their  two  page  contributions 
smack,  however,  of  opportunism. 

Several  exceptions  which  deal  with 
more  concrete  Issues  do  make  the  work 
worthwhile:  Guy  Menard  on  gays  and 
theology,  Jean  Simoneau  on  pederasty, 
Claude  Beautleu  on  homophobia  and 
Marie-Andrde  Bertrand,  a  member  of  Ihe 
LeOaln  Commission,  who  makes  an  In- 
teresting comparison  between  the 
oppression  of  women  and  drug-users 
and  gays.  Perhaps  the  most  refreshing 
contribution  is  the  first  publication  ever 
of  a  medieval  gay  version  of  the  Sir 
Galahad  legend. 

Writing  on  homosexual  themes  Is  per- 
haps still  In  its  Infancy  In  Quebec  and 
these  two  volumes  are  certainly  Impor- 
tant beginnings,  However,  It  can  only  be 
hoped  that  future  Quebec  writing  will 
find  a  means  of  being  both  thought 
provoking  and  concrete.  Perhaps  it  Is  only 
through  the  establishment  of  a  gay 
press,  something  still  lacking  in  Quebec, 
that  this  can  take  place. 

by  Ron  Dayman  O 
Both  books  are  available  trom  Androgyny 
Bookstore,  1217  Crescent  St..  Montreal. 

Montgomery  Clift 

The  RealMonty 

Patricia  Bosworth 
Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovlch 
(Longman  Canada),  1978,  $16.95 

Patricia  Bosworth's  Montgomery  Clift  Is 
the  second  biography  of  this  American 
actor  to  be  published  In  the  past  year 
and  It  is  in  every  way  (save  the  choice  of 
photos)  superior  to  Robert  LaGuardia's 


trashy  book.  Bosworth  has  eschewed 
the  fashionable  road  of  psycho- 
biography  and  has  given  us  a  carefully 
researched  and  even-handed  account  of 
Gift's  life.  It  tells  us  what  he  did 
(wonderful  anecdotes  abound)  and 
leaves  us  to  decide  who  and  what  he 
was. 

Qlft's  molher,  Sunny  did  not  know 
until  adulthood  her  real  parents'  names 
and  when  she  discovers  that  she  Is  a 
"thoroughbred"  she  dedicates  her  life 
to  being  recognized  by  their  families. 
Monty  and  her  olher  children  are  drag- 
ged across  Europe  (understanding 
hubby  languishing  Stateside)  being 
educated  to  be  worthy  of  the  great 
Anderson  and  Blair  families  from  whom 
they  descend.  Recognition  never 
comes. 

All  Ihe  children  spend  much  ot  their 
lives  trying  to  accomodate  the  Intransi- 
gent strength  of  their  mother.  Montry 
alternates  between  declarations  lhat 
she  Is  a  "cunt"  and  fervent,  almost 
worshipful,  praise  of  her  strength. 

Unlike  LaGuardia's  romantic 
approach  to  Monty's  drug  and  alcohol 
addiction  (the  "all  his  life  he  was  trying 
to  die"  school)  Bosworth  presents  a 
more  Integrated  man;  the  pressures  of 
beauty  and  stardom,  how  he  blundered 
Into  addiction,  his  attempts  to  break 
out,  and  the  final  defence  of  refusing  to 
admit  a  problem. 

About  Cliffs  homosexuality, 
Bosworth  is  most  mature.  She  seeks  no 
simple  cause,  nor  does  she  see  It  as  the 
latal  flaw.  Rather  she  demonstrates  how 
it  makes  life  more  difficult  for  a  "star"  In 
a  macho  society  and  further  compli- 
cates an  already  confused  Individual. 
She  does  talk  briefly  about  Monty's 
other  life,  his  nights  out  cruising  the 
streets  and  his  male  lovers,  Often 
hustler.  It  Is  an  area  she  might  well 
have  explored  tor  further  Insights  Into 
this  enigmatic  man. 

Within  the  limits  of  a  short  (400 
pages)  popular  biography,  Bosworth  has 
done  a  commendable  job.  As  homo- 
sexist  as  It  may  sound,  the  short-falls  of 
the  book  exist  because  a  heterosexual 
woman  cannot  ever  know  what  It  is  to 
be  a  fag  In  this  society.  I  know,  and  I 
wish  someone  else  who  does  would 
write  about  this  beautiful  and  desperate 
man. 

by  Paul  F  PearceD 

Isherwood 

A  Biography  of 
Christopher  Isherwood 

Jonathan  Fryer 

New  English  Library  (Dent  in 

Canada),  1977,  $21.95 

A  biography  of  Christopher  Isherwood 
may  seem  redundant.  Whal  do  we  need 
to  know  about  Isherwood's  life  that  he 
has  not  already  told  us?  "With  me,"  he 
has  remarked,  "everything  starts  with 
autobiography."  His  most  successful 
novels  may  be  loosely  described  as 
autobiographical  and  his  non-fiction 
works  are  clearly  so.  But  writers  who  re- 
veal themselves  inthelrworkasmuch 
as  Isherwood  does  may  be  precisely 
those  writers  for  whom  a  biography  is 
essential,  both  as  a  corrective  and  as  an 
Instrument  (or  charting  the  fine  dis- 
tinctions between  life  and  art. 

Admittedly,  the  distinctions  between 
life  and  art  are  especially  fine  In  the 
case  of  Isherwood.  whose  gifts  are  not 
primarily  those  of  Invention  but  of  Ironic 
observation  and  Introspection.  The 
autobiographical  works  are  experience 
filtered  through  the  gauze  of  a 
fascinating,  revisionist  personality.  And 
however  much  Ihe  narrators  and  char- 
acters of  The  Berlin  Stories,  Down  There 
on  a  Visit,  and  A  Single  Man  have  In 
common  with  Christopher  and  his 
friends,  the  novels  record  a  reality  only 
coincidental  ly  simitar  to  the  actual 
experience  of  the  author.  Valid 
distinctions  can  and  should  be  made 
between  life  and  art,  and  a  biographer 
may  be  better  equipped  lo  draw  such 
distinctions  than  the  artist  himself. 
Even  the  artist  who  declared  himself  to 
be  a  camera. 

Exactly  because  a  biography  of 
Isherwood  Is  sorely  needed,  Jonathan 
Fryer's  book  Is  deeply  disappointing. 
Too  much  of  It  is  an  uncritical  rehash  ot 
material  taken  directly  from 
Isherwood's  own  works,  although  Fryer 
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does  make  a  few  factual  corrections  In 
Isherwood's  various  accounts  ot  his 
early  life  and  he  draws  from  Interviews 
and  correspondence  with  persons  other 
'  than  his  subiect.  But  generally  he  (ails 
lo  probe  behind  the  masks  Isherwood 
wore  as  a  young  manor  to  question  any 
of  the  artist's  revisionist  history.  The 
real  value  ol  the  first  Iwo-thirds  of 
Fryer's  book  may  be  Its  unintentional 
demonstration  of  the  understated 
resonance  of  Isherwood's  prose.  This 
occurs  whenever  quotations  from  the 
master  stylist  are  juxtaposed  with 
Fryer's  own  serviceable,  Hat  rtieloric. 

The  final  third  of  Ihe  book  Is  by  far  the 
most  valuable.  II  follows  Isherwood's 
,  life  since  his  arrival  In  America  In  1939 
and  provides  much  hitherto  unavailable 
Information.  Fryer  recognizes  the 
1  complexity  of  Auden's  and  Isherwood's 
decision  to  leave  England  and  he  treats 
Isherwood's  conversion  to  Vedantlsm 
sympathetically.  The  accounts  of 
i  Isherwood's  literary  friendships  In  Cali- 
fornia and  of  his  romanilc  relationships 
!  with  Denny  Fouts  ("Paul"  In  Down  There 
on  a  Visit),  Bill  Caskey,  and  Don 
|  Bachardyareall  Interesting,  and 
occasionally  even  humorous.  Bui  ultim- 
ately they  frustrate,  for  they  lack  a 
sense  ol  life.  They  become  mainly  a 
t  game  of  name-dropping,  "the  silver- 
chased  lutings  of  a  coffin,  "as  Richard 
Howard  describes  another  biographer's 
.  eflort.  And  In  Ihe  accounts  ol  more  ln- 
i  tlmate  relationships,  nothing  Intimate  Is 
revealed.  No  sense  of  the  nature  of 
these  relationships  or  of  their  Impact  on 
i  Ihe  participants  ever  emerges. 

Fryer's  lack  of  Insight  Into 
!  Isherwood's  art  seriously  limits  the 
value  o!  this  book.  His  discussion  Is 
'  hurried  and  Impatient,  mere  pauses  in 
'  the  chronicle.  His  method:  give  capsule 
:  summaries  of  Isherwood's  books  and 
collaborations,  report  on  the  critical  and 
j  popular  receptions  they  received,  and 
I  then  issue  neat  formulations  of  their 
Importance  In  the  canon.  This  trivializes 
Isherwood's  achievement  and  reduces 
the  btography  to  a  (ournallstlc  account 
ol  Isherwood's  success  and  failure. 

Fryer's  reluctance  to  delve  Into 
Isherwood's  ad  Is  either  a  consequence 
or  a  cause  {it  is  impossible  to  determine 
which)  of  his  refusal  to  lake  Isherwood's 
homosexuality  seriously.  He  laboriously 
Insists,  for  Instance,  that  A  Single  Man 
Is  not  "about  homosexuality,"  He 
consistently  denies  the  Importance  ol 
homosexuality  lo  Isherwood's  work  and 
Ignores  or  minimizes  Isherwood's 
awareness  of  gay  oppression  In  The 
World  In  the  Evening.  Down  There  on  a 
Visit,  and  A  Single  Man.  Similarly,  he 
falls  lo  appreciate  the  crucial  Impact  of 
homosexuality  In  Isherwood's  life. 
While  Fryer  is  not  homophobic  In  any 
overt  sense,  his  sympathy  is 
unconsciously  condescending,  a 
sympathy  which  cannot  perceive  the 
radical  implications  of  sexual  freedom 
or  the  radicalizing  potential  of 
oppression. 

Discussing  Isherwood's  commitment 
lo  the  gay  movement,  Fryer  declares 
that  "he  has  led  strongly  from  the 
middle...  Respectability  is  the  Big 
Bertha  of  his  arsenal."  The  statement 
reverberates  with  Irony  In  light  of 
Isherwood's  life-long  struggle  against 
conventionality. 

by  Claude  J  Summers 

A  Change 
of  Perspective 

The  Letters  of  Virginia  Wool! 

1923-1928,  Volume  3 
ed.NigelNicolson 
&  Joanne  Trautmann 
Hogarth  Press  (Clarke  Irwin  in 
Canada),  1977.  $23.75 
Thelhlrd  volume  of  Virginia  Woolf's  let- 
ters, A  Change  ot  Perspective,  Iseven 
,  more  Interesting  than  the  flrsi  two  partly 
1  because,  In  letters  lhat  showhergreater 
ease  and  assurance,  Virginia  Woolf 
wrote  moreabout  matters  that  Interested 
herself.  She  was  st  III  a  courier  In  her  cor- 
respondence, a  flirt.  From  girlhood,  her 
,  need  loraffeciion.  (or  Intlmale welcome, 
|  hadtaught  herhowtolmaginelntoano- 
;  ther'sworld.howtoshowlheotheras 
j  charming, accomplished, endlessly 

Interesting.  Her  "myriad  minded  Innum- 
'  erablecuriosllyaboutothers"wasinlt- 
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self  flattering,  and  she  added  an  extrava- 
gance ol  invention,  making  willy  or  hilar- 
ious shapes  out  ol  fragments  of  news  or 
gossip  to  enlertaln,  to  win  the  love  ol 
friends  and  relatives. 

8y  the  lime  she  was  forty,  however, 
she  had  a  firmer  imaged  herself  and 
more  freedom  to  choose  f  riendson  the 
grounds  of  her  own  Interests.  She  and 
I  herhusband  Leonard  had  established  in 
I  the  len  years  they  had  been  married  a 
'  rhythm  and  style  of  living  that  was  not 
only  protective  of  Virginia's  frail  health 
but  richly  companionable  and  productive 
(or both  of  them.  There  Isamusement  but 
alsoreal  comfort  In  the  Image  Virginia 
'  madeinalettertohersisler, Vanessa 
Bell.  "Does  It  strike  you  that  we  are  all 
I  nowelderly?  —  elderly. accomplished, 
I  successful, lookedupto?" 

There  are  more  letters  In  this  volume 
about  the  job  of  writing  With  the  painter 
Jacques  Raverat  she  mused  on".,,  the 
falsity  of  the  past  {by  which  1  mean 
Bennett.  Gal  s  worthy  and  so  on)...that 
they  adhere  to  a  formal  railway  line  of 
sentence,  for  its  convenience,  never  re- 
flecting that  people  don't  and  never  did 
feel  or  t  hi  nk  or  dream  for  a  second  I  n  that 
way."  And  to  Vila  Sackville-Wesl,  "Style 
Isavery  simple  matter,  It  Is  all  rhythm. 
Once  you  get  lhat,  you  can't  use  the 
wrong  words." 

Almost  two  hu  nd  red  letters  are 
addressed  to  Vita,  "a  high  aristocrat. 
daughterol  Lord  Sackville.  daughter  of 
Knole."  wife  of  Harold  Nicolson,  and 
novelist  whose  "real  claim  to 
consideration,"  Virginia  wrote  to 
Jacques  Raveral,  "is  her  tegs.  Oh  they 
areexquislte."  Their  friendship  Included, 
f ora  f ew  years,  a  very  happy  love  af  f  al  r, 
j  notas"hotandthln"  —  inVlrglnla's 
I  words  —  as otheraffairsVttahad, but 

Important  and  wholly  beneficent. 
I  "Leonard  says,  Isn't  II  rather  remarkable 
■  youhaven'thadinfiuenzathlsyear?lsay 
J  that's  Vita."  Itwasalovlngthatgrewin 
1  the  number  of  pleasures  and  Interests 
I  theysharedandln  the  Imaginative 
energy  each  used  In  support  of  the  other. 
WhenVltawent  to  join  her  husband  in 
,  Persia,  Virginia  wrote  "I  believe,  at  this 
j  moment,  more  In  Teheran  thanlnTavls- 
'  took  Square  (her  London  address).  1  see 
i  you,  somehow  In  a  long  coat  and 
trousers,  like  an  Abyssinian  Empress, 
stalking  over  those  barren  hills."  Finally 
this  imagining  was  developed,  full  scale, 
i  in  Orlando,  Virginia's  "most  elaborate 
:  love-letter,"  a  fantastic  re-creation  of 
j  Vita's  character  and  I  ile  and  ancestral 
'  home. Inheriettersof  1928, she 
,  addresses  Viiasometimes  as  Vita. 
sometimes  as  Orlando. 

WithVlta,Virginiashowedherselfln 
so  many  moods  and  concerns.  She 
I  flirted,  of  course.  "Good  night  now.  I  am 
,  so  sleepy...  that  I  can't  write,  nor  yet  stop 
J  writing  —  I  feel  like  a  moth,  with  heavy 
scarlet  eyes  and  a  solt  cape  of  down  — 
I  amothabouttosettlelnasweetbush  — 
j  would  It  were  —  ahbutthat'slmproper." 
|  Shemused. "Ireadabltolyourpoemthe 
!  othernight  —  Itmustbegood.lthlnk: 
j  one  can  break  off  crumbs  and  suck  them. 
I  wonder  what  you'll  come  to,  asa  writer 
j  (goon  falling  in  love  and  being  tipsy,  as  a 

woman:  I  like  that  In  you.)  But  as  a 
,  writer?"  She  teased,  "...there's  the 
garden  of  course,  all  a  blowing:  and 
theorchardtosltln  —  whlchyou  haven't 
got—  notwlthpears  and  apples 
everywhere:  and  you  haven't  got  a  large 
yellow  tin  bath  on  the  lawn,  or  a  view,  ora 
loving  heart  —  cometothlnkof  it.  For 
Promiscuous  you  are,  and  that'sall  there 
Is  lobe  said  for  you.  Look  in  the  Index  to 
Orlando  —  after  Pipplnandseewhat 
comes  next  —  Promiscuity  pass/m." 
Shecialmedtobe"hall,or  10th,  part  jea- 
lous, when  I  see  you  with  the  Valeries  and 
theMarys,"  bul  there  are  no  signsof  jea- 
lousy, not  from  her  or  Vita  or  Harold  or 
Leonard. 

In  this  volume  there  are  also  lots  of 
long  letters  to  Vanessa,  more 
companionable  now  that  they  are  less  in- 
volved with  house  and  servant  problems. 
Vanessa's  children,  growing  up,  had 
begun  I  o  correspond  with  their  Aunt  Vir- 
ginia. Julian  sent  her  his  poems  and 
plays.  Quentln  argued  with  herabout 
sex.  The  warm  affectl  on  she  feels  for  and 
from  her  family,  from  Vita,  from  Leonard, 
gives  this  period  of  Virginia  Woolf's  lite 
a  particular  glow. 

by  Helen  W  Sontholl. 


Rape: 


The  Price  ot  Coercive 
Sexuality 

Lorenne  Clark  &  Debra  Lewis 
The  Women's  Press,  1977,  $5.95 

This  book  provides  a  penetrating  look  al 
rape  and  the  judicial  system,  and  at  the 
social  and  economic  bases  tor  Ihe 
sexual  oppression  of  women.  Beginning 
with  the  filtering  process  for  those  rape 
cases  which  are  reported  to  police,  the 
authors  point  out  how  social  mores 
tend  to  blame  the  victim  for  the  crime 
against  her,  and  to  reflect  these 
attitudes  in  Ihe  legal  process.  In  Metro 
Toronto  alone,  their  sludy  indicates, 
between  1500  and  2000  cases  of  sexual 
assault  occur  yearly.  01  these,  200 
women  came  forward  In  1970  to  report 
to  police.  Sixty  percent  of  these  cases 
were  classified  by  police  as  unfounded: 
resulting  In  an  eventual  eighteen  convic- 
tions, eleven  for  rape  and  seven  for  a 
lesser  charge.  (When  all  the  dust  has 
settled,  the  real  conviction  rale  for  rape 
Is  considered  to  be  1 .6%  on  a  national 
basis.) 

The  authors  make  u  apparent  that 
rape  is  one  of  the  safest  crimes  lo 
commit.  It  Is  safe  because  in  a  basically 
mlsogynlsl  society,  women  are  con- 
sidered to  be  nothing  more  than  sexual 
fodder  for  predatory  males.  Lewis  and 
Clark  are  swift  to  point  out  thai  punish- 
ment of  the  offender  by  Imprisonment  Is 
window  dressing.  It  Is  Ihe  social,  legal 
and  economic  structures  which 
perpetuate,  and  endorse,  Ihe  view  of 
women  as  victims. 

The  authors  see  the  problem 
stemming  in  part  from  the  view  ot 
women  as  property  The  institution  of 
monogamy  ensures  that  control  over  re- 
production, along  with  other  forms  Of 
real  power,  remains  In  the  hands  of 
males.  The  writers'  analysis  would  pose 
the  necessity  for  women  to  have  equal 
share  In  the  realm  of  production,  before 
females  can  possibly  take  control  over 
their  own  bodies. 

|      The  view  ot  women  as  irresponsible, 
devious  and  masochistic  justifies  vio- 
lence towards  women  and  lends 
credence  to  the  idea  that  males  need 
protection  from  false  accusations  by 
vindictive  women.  As  (hough  Ihe  burden 
ot  proof  is  not  clear  enough,  a  woman 
must  convince  the  jury  In  a  rape  trial 

1  that  not  only  did  she  not  consent,  bul 
that  she  did  not  place  herself  In  a  situ- 
ation of  risk.  Rape  becomes  the  one 
crime  where  the  victim  Is  held  responsi- 
ble for  making  an  error  in  judgement. 
and  where  her  submission  may  be  the 
argument  for  consent.  This  lack  of  legal 
autonomy  with  males  speaks  loudly  to 
the  refusal  by  patriarchal  society  to 
treat  women  as  credible  persons.  They 
are  always  too  young,  too  "loose"  or  too 
poor  to  have  their  stories  believed. 
Lewis  and  Clark  make  an  apt  equation 
with  the  woman's  respectability  and 
status  as  a  basis  for  considering  a  case 
of  rape  to  be  founded;  and  with  social 
Inequality  and  youlhfulness  as  the  basis 
for  not  lending  credence  to  women's 
Stories. 

Their  conclusion  Is  an  Indictment  of 
class  society  and  of  the  rampant  sexism 
within  It. 

by  Glllean  Chase 


A  Prayer  for 
My  Daughter 

Thomas  Babe 

The  New  Theatre  —  Toronto 

It  is  New  York,  July  4th,  very  late.  Two 
cops  bring  In  two  suspects  In  the  nasty 
murder  of  an  old  woman.  On  a  single  sel 
the  four  characters  explore  their  six 
relationships  with  all  the  methods  of 
police  procedure  creating  a  formal,  even 
elegant,  play. 

All  the  real  action,  the  murder  of  the 
old  lady,  the  suicide  of  ihe  detective 
sergeant's  daughter,  Is  offstage.  We  are 
given  no  detail,  no  drama,  only  the 
information. 

But  for  all  the  austerity  of  the  staging 
and  action  Thomas  Babe's  play  alms  al 
realism.  These  are  real  characters  In  a 
real  place.  The  seedy  cops  and  the 


Jimmy  (Gsollrsy  Bowes)  surprises  Sgl  Kelly 
(Sean  McCann  in  Now  ThMtra'a  production 
ol  A  Prayar  'or  My  Oau|jnler. 

"garbage"  criminals  operate  In  a  pre- 
cinct squad-room  rendered  with  careful 
exactness  by  set  designer  Shawn 
kerwm  it  Is  the  literal  realisation  of  the 
play's  simple  symmetries  lhat  give  II, 
especially  In  the  second  act,  Its  density 
and  power. 

The  play  Is  concerned  with  the  rela- 
tions of  men  and  women.  Babe  alleges 
an  Incapacity  of  men  to  respond  to 
women  and  their  complicity  In  the  real 
and  metaphorical  destruction  of 
"daughters".  Babe  alms  to  give  this 
theme  extra  cutting  power  by  making 
Simon,  the  older  of  the  suspects,  a 
homosexual.  A  number  ot  effects  are 
achieved  by  this  device.  Simon  Is  made 
to  say,  "Officer,  there  Is  a  woman  Inside 
me"  —  a  woman  he  hates  and  wants  to 
kill.  The  younger  suspect,  Jimmy,  calls 
himself  Simon's  "daughter"  and,  we 
gather,  has  turned  to  homosexuality 
alter  his  child  Is  bom  a  girl,  rather  than 
the  son  he  wanted.  When  Jimmy  finally, 
and  wrongly,  Is  charged  with  the  murder 
It  Is  as  It  Ihe  "men"  around  him  have  no 
option  but  to  sacrifice  him  as  the 
closest  thing  to  a  daughter  to  be  had  at 
lhat  time  o(  night. 

Homosexuality  Is  presented  In  the 
play  merely  as  a  vehicle  for  the  charac- 
ters to  express  their  haired  of  women. 
The  ugly  slur  on  gay  men  Implied  by  this 
use  of  homosexuality  Is  familiar.  It  Is  a 
naive  and  dangerous  cliche  creating 
political  tensions  out  of  cheap 
psychologizing. 

But  Ihe  failure  to  present  the  audience 
with  flesh-and-blood  homosexuality  Is 
not  just  a  political  problem,  II  Is  an  artis- 
tic failure  that  jeopardizes  the  entire 
enterprise.  Babe  reveals  a  poverty  of 
observation  and  Imagination  In  dealing 
with  the  pivotal  Issues  of  his  work. 

The  Toronto  production  unfortunately 
does  not  rescue  A  Prayer  from  Its 
difficulties,  despite  spirited  acting  by 
Geoffrey  Bowes  as  Jimmy,  a  nice  set 
and  clear,  if  rather  leaden,  directing  by 
Martin  Klnch.  Louis  Negln  as  Simon  Is 
unable  to  convey  the  mystic  power  that 
apparently  enchants  the  younger  man, 
and  one  never  feels  the  kind  of  tension 
between  the  characters  that  might  make 
Ihe  moments  of  sympathy  and  Intimacy 
convincing. 

The  sexuality  of  the  characters  Is 
never  real,  and  as  a  consequence  the 
delicate  balance  of  formalism  and 
literalism  collapses.  This  Is  a  pity 
because  there  Is  a  lot  about  the  play 
that  Is  Interesting  and  serious. 

by  David  Mole. 
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Lesbian  Small  Press  Books 


The  number  of  lesbian  publications  con- 
tinues lo  grow;  the  pile  of  review  copies 
on  my  desk  daily  becomes  thicker  and 
deeper  Lesbianism  is  alive  and  well, 
south  of  the  border  at  least.  Canada 
laias)  still  reverberates  with  an  un- 
healthy silence  with  respect  to  the  pub- 
lication of  small  press  lesbian  books. 
They're  rare.  They're  considered  a  poor 
rlsKby  publishers.  The  lew  which  are 
published  are  usually  Ignored  by  review- 
ers They're  rarely  ever  carried  In  book- 

Don't  Ignore  Monica  Holden- 
i   Lawrence's  experimental  novel  Mad 
About  the  Craiy  Lady  (1977.  Air  Press, 
PO  Box  48688,  Station  Bentall,  Van- 
couver, V7X  1A6  $4,95}  which  Is  (yes!) 
,  Canadian  and  goodl  It's  exciting  mater- 
,   ial  both  thematlcally  and  stylistically. 
It's  not  for  the  literal-minded.  It's  not  a 
I   realist's  dream,  a  straightforward  love 
story,  or  a  story  about  coming  out,  nor  Is 
It  about  aging,  or  rotting  away  In  terrible 
1   bars,  nor  Ihe  story  of  adlslnlegrallng 

relationship.  These  themes  are 

:   suggested  In  Ho  Id  en- Lawrence's  novel, 

'   bul  they  aren't  central.  II  anything,  the 

potentially  realistic  scenes  are  treated 

I   humourously.  The  characters  In  the  bar 

are  butch-lemme  stereotypes, 
,   caricature  meant  to  be  seen  Ironically. 
1   Their  fantasies  are  depicted  with  energy 

and  wit.  The  crazy  lady  allows  Holden- 
1   Lawrence  to  fantasize  for  almost  150 
1    pages.  The  writer's  purpose  Is  to  Inno- 
,  vale,  toadopt  multiple  perspectives,  lo 
'    perform  verbal  and  linguistic  leals  with 
sentences,  pages,  chapters.  There  is  a 
Preface  and  Epilogue  in  one;  brilliant 
chapter  called  "You:  a  Declension";  a 
i    page  led  lo  indescribable  Joy  Thebook 
1   employs  movie  sequences,  prose- 
!  poetry,  dialogue,  poetry,  an  epistle,  and 
prose  description  and  narration.  There's 
not  much  about  ordinary  reality,  but 
!   there's  a  lot  about  language,  and 

Holden-Lawrence's  delight  in  exploring 
i   the  possibilities  ol  English  Is  very 
evident.  Mad  About  the  Crazy  Lady  is 
too  sophisticated  and  too  experimental 
lo  make  It  as  a  popular  novel.  Which 
,   means  It  just  might  make  It  In  the  sense 
that  Stein  dldl 

Marianne  Hauser's  novel,  The 
Talking  Room  (1976.  The  Fiction  Collec- 
tive, c/oThe  English  Dept,  Brooklyn 
College,  Brooklyn,  NY  11210,  $3.95)  Is 
also  innovative,  In  portraying  a  lesbian 
relationship  from  the  point  ol  view  of 


the  thirteen-year-old  daughter  ot  one  of 
the  lesbians.  It's  a  well-written  novel,  al- 
though the  thirteen-year-old  narrator 
isn't  always  trustworthy,  or  particularly 
likeable.  A  third  of  the  novel  is  given 
over  to  her  Identity  quest:  Is  she  or  is 
she  not  a  tesl  tube  baby?  The  remainder 
Is  concerned  with  her  adolescent 
traumas,  and  the  relationship  between 
her  romantic  and  alcoholic  mother,  and 
a  very  pragmatic,  businesslike  "Aunt  V". 
They're  an  impossible  pair,  whose 
totally  opposile  viewpoints  provide 
some  hilarious  situational  Irony.  But 
only  moments.  The  realtlonshlp  Itself  is 
a  pre-liberatlon  at  lair,  rather  reminis- 
cent ol  Djuna  Barnes'  famous  Robin- 
Nora  relationship  In  Nlghtwood.  It's 
unstable.  It's  fraught  with  quarrels, 
poverty,  and  alcoholism.  The  novel  Is 
sei  In  the  slums  of  New  York,  some- 
where down  by  the  docks.  The  couple 
tight,  separate,  and  get  back  together 
more  than  once.  The  child  Is  pregnant 
June/July  1978 


I  and  cynical  at  thirteen.  Some,  I  suppose 
would  call  this  realism.  I  find  It  a  jaded 
'portrait  of  lesbianism.  It  is  definitely  not 
an  untenable  perspective,  but  a  bleak 
and  dated  one,  nonetheless. 
|      Katy  Akin  is  a  poet.  Impassioned 
Cows  by  Moonlight  (1975.  Hanging 
Loose  Press,  231  Wyckoff  Street,  Brook- 
;  lyn,  NY  11217.53.00)  isavery  fine  first 
1  book  containing  some  excellent  lines 
I  and  Images,  and  a  few  absolutely  bril- 
'  llant  poems  such  as  "Back  South",  "On 
the  Bus"  and  "To  Beth"  are  particularly 
good.  Lines  such  as  "1  welcome  Ihe 
months/ihat  rattle  In  the  dry  wisteria 
like  wings"  ought  not  to  be  forgotten, 
nor  these  lines  from  "Back  South" 
we  are  trees  together  sleeping 

Jelled  into  cupped  silence; 


we  have  gathered  green  stone 

In  the  muffled  weeks  of  log. 
There's  also  an  Incredible  poetic 
story  about  two  adolescent  lesbians 
discovering  their  love  for  each  other. 
Called  "Rachel  and  Eurekle."  It  is  sensi- 
tive beyond  belief.  It's  one  of  the  rare 
love  stories  about  adolescents  which 
actually  manages  to  capture  the  pas- 
sionate intimacy  of  teen-age  girls, 
capture  their  sense  of  Innocence  and 
delight  delicately  enough.  A  very  feeling 
book. 

Jacqueline  Lapidus'  first  book,  Ready 
to  Survive  (1975,  also  from  Hanging 
Loose.  $1.50)  contains  no  overtly 
lesbian  poems,  although  I'm  told  Ihe 
author  has.  since  1975,  been  a  lesbian 
feminist  poet.  This  first  collection  con- 
tains a  brilliant  dramatic  poem  called 
"Titus'  Skull"  which  is  worth  the  $1.50 
Investment  regardless  of  the  rest. 
"Front  Line  Report".  "Thursday 
Lullaby",  and  "Meeting  the  Plane"  are 
also  very  good.  I've  had  no  luck  attemp- 
ting to  obtain  her  subsequent  work. 

The  two  books  from  Ellen  Baas:  Haiti: 
August  13-25(1977.  Mill  Creek  Press, 
33513  Sixth  Street,  Union  City,  CA 
94587.  $2.00)  and  her  most  recent  Ot 
Separateness  and  Merging  (1977, 
Autumn  Press,  7  Llttell  Road,  Brookline, 
MA 02146.  $4.50)  contain  fine  woman- 
poems,  but  for  me  could  never  be  con- 
sidered lesbian  books.  The  Cella  poems 
in  Ot  Separateness  and  Merging  are  a 
close  approximation  to  lesbianism,  but 
that's  all.  Baas's  craftmanshlp  is  note- 
worthy, bul  never,  no,  never  lesbian 
poems.  Despite  her  letter  claiming  a 
spiritual  kinship,  it  seems  her  husband 
comes  first! 

Read  instead  Chocolate  Waters'  To 
the  Man  Reporter  trom  the  Denver  Post 
(1975,  trom  Women  In  Distribution,  Box 
8858,  Washington  DC,  20003.  $2,75  + 
postage)  and  Take  Me  Like  a  Photo- 
graph (1977.  Eggplant  Press,  PO  Box 
1864,  Denver,  CO  80218.  $4.00  + 
postage)  if  you  want  some  strong  les- 
bian-feminist poetry.  The  tltlepoem  of 
the  first  book  is  an  exceptional  feminist 
poem  and  "To  a  Delicate  Woman  in  a 
Ditch"  is  also  a  strong  contentious 
work.  Waters  Is  angry,  militant,  raging. 
She's  also  ironic,  like  Pat  Parker,  In  "A 
Fairy  Telia,"  or  (In  her  second  book) 
sometimes  aphoristic: 
(1)  BEING  A  POET 

is  like  opening  a  car  door 

&  exposing  yourself 
(2)BEINGAGOODPOET 

is  like  opening  the  door 

&  exposing  the  passenger 

The  second  book  Is  definitely  an 
improvement  over  the  first.  The  poems 
are  much  more  controlled,  technically 
more  competent.  The  book  has  been 
edited  much  more  Ihoroughly.  The 
range  of  material  Is  betler.  there  are 
more  stanzalc  variations,  evidence  of 
experimentation.  Both  books  are  mili- 
tant in  spirit  —  fortunately  no  changes 
in  this  respect.  It  Is  not  always  great 
poetry,  but  great  feminist  polemic.  We 
need  more  from  her! 


by  Judith  Crewe 
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A  MURDER  MYSTERY 
WITH  A  GAY  TWIST 


A  Reason  to  Kill 
EveZaremba  7701-0068-6  $1.95 
Lots  of  18  year  olds  go  missing,  but  in  the  case  of  Martin  Millwell,  a 
routine  investigation  turns  into  a  nightmare.  Helen  Keremos,  a 
lesbian  private  investigator,  is  hired  to  find  the  boy,  but  as  she  pieces 
together  the  clues,  the  full  bizarre  horror  of  the  affair  becomes  clear 
to  her. 
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330STEELC»SERO   M*Bhh«m  ONT  l  3R  2M  I 
Available  where  all  good  paperbacks  are  sold 
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Jewellery 
Factory 

offers  you  fabulous 
jewellery  made  in 
ourown  workshop 

SAVE  30%  to  50% 

on  Jewellery, 

Diamonds  &  Watches, 

anytime 

427  Queen  Street  West 
(at  Spadina)  Toronto 
Telephone:  368-3753 


What 

can  straights  learn 

from  gay  people? 

When  it  comes  to  getting  sex 
gay  is  twice  as  good  as  straight. 


re  go  lo  bed 

each  night  sexually 
hungry  But  one 
group  In  the  com- 

irtity  has  r educed 
the  frustration  and 
un  happiness  caused 
by  the  (allure  of  the 
sexual  delivery  sys- 

n.  Gay  men  have 
learned  how  (o  ob- 
i  ample  supply 

satrfying  and  Joyful. 
HeHosexuals  have 
a  lot  to  learn  from 
the  gay  wisdom. 


■Getting  Sex  ts  a 
good-news  book,  an 
antidote  to  the 
poisonous  preoccu- 
pation that  presents 
the  sexually  athletic 

cholic    .  Lee  argues, 
persuasively,  that 
we'd  all  be  better  off 
if  we'd  live  in  the  pre- 
ent.  enjoy  ourselves, 

future  descend  on  us 

without  prompting. " 

—  Jay  Scotl 

Globe  and  Mail 


A  little  summer  learning 

for  your  straight  friends. 

And  you. 

From  General  Publishing. 

Now  available  by  mail 
from  the  Pink  Triangle  Book  Service 

(see  ad  on  page  25). 


Small  Press  Books 

It's  a  risky  task  for  a  novelist  to  attempt 
a  convincing  portrayal  of  a  creative 
artist.  Making  one's  hero,  or  a  major 
character,  a  writer  or  painter  and  trying 
to  gel  (he  reader  to  believe  that  he  or 
she  actually  Is  a  good  artist  and  not 
simply  an  Insufferable  poseur  Is  no  easy 
thing.  Lawrence  Durrell  did  It  with  the 
novelist  Pursewarden  In  The  Alexandria 
Quarter,  Joyce  Carey  In  The  Horse's 
Mouth  and  Colin  Wilson  In  Adrift  In 
Soho  created  believable  depletions  of 
talented  painters.  The  main  character  of 
Eddie  Suckle's  novel  and  lhals  all  (56.50 
paper,  $1 1 .50  cloth;  Air  Press,  TO  Box 
48688  Stn  Bentall,  Vancouver,  BC  V7X 
1A6)  unfortunately  can't  be  Included  In 
this  vivid  company, 

Billy  Crossll,  a  {literally)  white-haired 
boy,  Is  an  ex-hustler  and  sailor  who 
becomes  a  university  lecturer  and 
Pulitzer  Prize-winning  novelist  and  his 
affairs  with  a  number  of  callow  youths 
and  friendships  with  various  men  and 
women,  all  of  them  tedious.  The  novel 
rambles  on  without  any  particular  focus, 
and  without  the  separate  scenes  being 
arresting  enough  In  themselves  to  make 
up  tor  the  overall  lack  of  direction.  In 
short,  It  Is  boring:  for  almost  300  pages. 

Suokte  should  at  least  have  known 
better  than  to  avoid  the  device  of 
showing  us  some  of  his  genius'  writing, 
In  Ihe  lorm  of  a  number  of  lokey  poems 
of  numbing  fatuity.  The  Pulitzer  com- 
mittee has  made  some  dubious  choices 
over  the  years,  but  It  has  never  sunk  this 
low! 


and  thats  all 


Jh 


:i  novel  by 

eddie  suckle 


A  number  of  scenes  In  the  book  ring 
completely  false:  a  couple  of  rude 
phone  calls  to  Billy  from  NAACP  and  an 
anti-war  committee  (both  of  which  we 
are  led  to  believe  the  otherwise  self- 
centred  Billy  has  generously  offered  to 
help)  depict  both  organizations  as  dis- 
playing a  belllgereni  ooorlshness  that 
would  have  alienaled  even  their  most 
ardent  sympathisers. 

At  the  end  of  the  book,  Billy  and  his 
friends  are  heading  for  Paris,  and  a 
sequel  Is  apparently  forthcoming.  Per- 
haps It  will  be  an  Improvement  on 
Volume  I. 

Daniel  Curzon's  collection  of  short 
stories,  The  Revolt  of  the  Perverts 
(Leland  Mellott  Books,  882  14th  St,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 1 4)  Is  a  bitter  book, 
neglecting  almost  entirely  the  affec- ' 
lions  and  solidarities  of  gays,  and  be- 
labouring the  mean-mlndedness,  cruelty 
and  general  nastinessof  gays  and 
straights  alike. 

Unlike,  say,  Hubert  Selby,  Jr,  a  wrller 
with  an  equally  jaundiced  view  of 


I  human  kind,  Curzon  is  not  gifted  with  a 
,  defl  style  or  anacuteeye.orear, for 

.  detail.  All  his  stories  are  morality  tables, 
and  the  moralist  is  always  squalid.  After 
i  awhile,  this  relentless  and  heavy- 
j  handed  attack  begins  to  seem  not  only 
bitter  but  morbid  and  sour. 

Anumber  of  the  stories  give  the  Imp- 
ression of  having  been  written  solely  to 
I  Illustrate  (someilmes  rather  obviously) 

some  elementary  point,  with  little 
|  concern  for  the  felicities  ol  style  or 
I  character  delineation.  "TheChlld 
■  Molester"  Is  one  of  these,  a  piece  about 
a  kid  who  "began  by  offering  the  old 
men  at  our  Veterans  Home  candy". 
|      Curzon's  preoccupation  with  physical 
Infirmity  and  deformity  works  Its  way 
Into  a  number  of  these  stories.  "Pity", 
for  example.  Is  a  savagely  effective 
piece  about  a  gay  man  with  cerebral 
I  palsy,  who,  after  slowly,  painstakingly, 
making  his  way  toasteambaih(accom- 
I  panled  by  expressions  of  mixed  pity  and 
disgust  from  the  passers-by)  Is  then 
|  turned  away  so  as  not  to  offend  the 
delicate  sensibilities  of  the  patrons  al- 
ready engaging  one  another  Inside. 

There  are  two  distinctly  superior 
pieces  In  the  collection.  "Hatred"  Is 
about  a  young,  covertly  gay  novelist  and 
l  his  literary  mentor,  "the  Female  Faulk- 
1  ner  of  the  North",  and  the  building 
resentment  the  young  writer  feels 
toward  the  prissy,  self-absorbed  woman 
he  has  admired  but  who  now  fuels  his 
anger  with  every  remark  about  "per- 
verts". 

"Virility"  deals  with  a  US  serviceman 
In  Thailand,  sexually  attracted  to  a  fel- 
low soldier  who  enjoys  dropping  bombs 
and  refers  to  Asians  as  "slope  animals". 
The  mill  tarisl  Is  rat  her  a  caricature,  and 
this  diminishes  the  plausibility  of  the 
story,  but  even  so,  it  effectively  makes 
Its  disturbing  point. 

Most  non-gay  readers  would  probably 
be  uninterested  or  offended  by  The 
Revolt  of  the  Perverts.  Many  gays,  too, 
will  find  the  unpleasantness  of  most  of 
the  characters  and  situations  hard  to 
take.  But  two  or  three  of  the  stories,  at 
least,  should  certainly  be  read,  and  the 
book  Is  very  reasonably  priced  at  $3.50. 

Frederick  Morey's  The  Human  Form 
Divine i$5,  Hlgglnson  Journal,  4508  38 
St,  Brentwood,  MD  20722)  is  an  attempt 
to  Join  the  circumstances  of  ageing  with 
religious  celebration  and  Ihe  rituals  of 
an  unashamedly  masochistic  sexuality. 
Bolh  the  poems  here  and  the  appended 
essays  on  sexuality,  religious  writing 
(Including  hymns  and  the  stages  of  tile, 
are  unyieldingly  frank,  but  the  bald 
details  they  offer  of  various  S/M  prac- 
tices are  too  removed  from  an  erotic  or 
emotional  context,  and  too  clumsily 
handled,  to  be  anything  oiher  than 
embarrassing  (and,  of  course,  to  the  un- 
initiated, shocking). 

Morey  clearly  wishes  to  be  entirely 
honest  about  his  own  spiritual  and 
sexual  Interests,  but  he  has  not  yet 
found  a  suitable  form  to  express  his  dis- 
coveries. While  admirable  in  Intention, 
The  Human  Form  Divine  can  only  be 
classed  as  a  bizarre  curiosity. 

The  current  Issue  ot  Utile  Caesar  is  a 
special  "Rimbaud"  issue,  with  poems, 
translations  and  cartoons  on  the  boy 
poet,  an  account  by  editor  Dennis 
Cooper  of  a  visit  to  the  Rimbaud 
museum  In  Charlevllle,  and  other 
goodies.  The  contributors  Include 
Brian  Hill,  Kirby  Congdon,  Gerard 
Malanga,  and  Toronto  cartoonist  Caz. 
51.50  from  the  editor,  3373  Overland 
Ave,  Apt  2,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90034 

by  Ian  Young  D 
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Cappuccino-30  teas-fresh  apple  cider-frappe  -  perrier 


l<  i  i  n.  One  thai  cautions, 
t  rtmindi.  Any  device  used  lo 
record  or  control  ■  proctss.  t(r.  1. 1  To  cheel, 
lo  lot,  to  keep  (rack  of,  to  vmuniie,  to 
keenrratch  o«i.  lo  dirtct.  (Latin,  one  who 

On  May  15  "Canada's  Newsmagazine", 
Maclean'*,  made  a  foray  Into  the  metro- 
politan life,  showing  Its  readers  that 
|  gays  are  In  the  forefront  ol  what's  chic 
and  trendy.  As  they  tell  us  In  Ihe  Drama 
section,  "the  Lindsay  Kemp  Company... 
Is  the  hottest  show  In  town,"  providing 
Toronto  audiences  with  "an  Immersion 
coixse  In  homosexual  sensibility."  This 
sensibility  (whatever  it  Is),  says 
Maclean's,  "has  never  been  presented 
with  such  Force  and  skill"  In  Toronto. 

in  a  Lifestyles  Closeup,  Maclean's  did 
"Every  Night  Fever"  or  "the  adult 
Disney  World,"  Studio  54  ol  course. 
Owner  Steve  Rubell  told  Maclean's, 
"Disco  people  are  fun  people." 

At  Studio  54  the  big  question  Is:  will 
you  get  In?  "Acceptance  at  Studio  54  Is 
tantamount  to  Ihe  ritual  anointment 
that  accompanies  a  coronation,"  says 
Madean's  writer  Rita  Christopher. 
"Gays  either  singly  or  In  couples  are 
favoured."  "They  add  something  to  the     ' 
mix,"  concludes  Rubell. 

How  about  some  news  on  gay  life, 
|  Maclean's? 

l   SOSTbetamlly  is  in  trouble.  It  look 
I    Nowsweok  18  pages  in  its  story, 
,  "Saving  the  Family"  to  tell  readers  the      | 
1    problems  and  what's  to  be  done  (May 
,    15). 

No,don'l  run  for  cover.  The  "gay 
threat  to  the  family"  wasn't  mentioned 
i   once.  Gays  aren't  the  scapegoat  here. 
This  time  It's  everything  from  express- 
ways to  Income  tax  policies  that  are 
buffeting  the  family  in  the  economically- 
troubled  seventies. 

For  those  Interested  In  studying  the 
family's  place  In  the  picture  of  things 
there  are  some  useful  statistics.  Other- 
wise, for  those  who  don't  fit  In,  the 
article  Is  composed  of  dreary  little  vig- 
nettes of  Mom,  Dad  and  the  kids. 

Writing  In  Ihe  May  Harper's,  New  York 
Times  editor  Roger  Starr  gave  a  good 
journalistic  account  of  transsexual  sur- 
gery and  Its  recent  Increase  as  a  means 
of  solving  gender  Identity  problems. 
Starr's  bias  against  the  kind  of  surgery 
Is  clear  through  mosl  of  the  piece, 
though  he  fairly  gives  opinions  for  and 
against. 

Starr  Is  concerned  lhat  transsexual 
surgeons  have  not  fully  studied  the  im- 
plications of  their  work  and  opposes  the 
breezy  way  they  Justify  tampering  with 
the  sexual  organs  and  hormonal  struc- 
ture  of  a  human  body.  He  quotes  trans- 
sexual expert  Dr  John  Money  on  recenl 
maie-to-temale  transsexual  Renee 
Richards:  "For  all  Intents  and  purposes, 
Dr  Richards  lunctlons  as  a  woman;  that 
Is,  her  Internal  sex  organs  resemble 
those  of  a  female  who  has  been  hyster- 
ectomized and  ovarlectomized...". 


Coming.  In  the  September  Issue  of 
Canadian  Forum,  an  article  by  Michael 
Lynch  on  the  raid  on  The  Body  Politic 
offices.  On  CITY -TV  the  week  of  June 
19,  a  series  of  programs  entitled  "Other 
Arrangements,"  at  2:30  PM.  On  the  first 
program.  Monday,  June  19,  Getting  Sex 
author  John  Lee  talks  to  host  Mickl 
Moore.  Tuesday's  program  features  a 
lookat  changing  attitudes  towards  les- 
bianism in  "Women  who  love  women". 
Topics  o!  discussion  for  the  following 
three  programs:  Sex  Rotes.  "Swinging" 
and  Open  Marriage 
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Weeo  lor  Ani ia:  ihe  Way  2  issue  ol  Us 
tells  us  of  a  struggling  artist  staggering 
against  the  ropes  of  penury.  It's  those 
gays,  says  reporter  Carl  Hlaasen,  who 
have  badgered  God's  lady  so 
|  mercilessly  that  her  "high-paying 
|  performance  bookings"  have  dropped 
I  90  per  cent. 

I  The  financial  strain  has  been  so  sev- 
'  ere,  says  husband-manager  Bob  Green, 
'  that  the  backup  orchestra  which  accom- 
|  panies  Bryant  on  the  Cecil  Todd  Revive 

America  Crusade  has  been  cut  back, 
|  and  the  family  Is  considering  selling  Its 
27-room  bayslde  home  In  Miami  Beach. 
us.  a  biweekly  rip-off  of  People,  Is  as 
usual  short  on  facts  and  long  on 
blandishment.  The  magazine  dotes  on 
martyrs,  disdains  any  effort  to  uncover  a 
story.  Bruce  Voeller  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  is  allowed  a  few  words  of 
rebuttal,  bul  there's  no  time  for  philo- 
sophy. Money  Is  what  the  talk  Is  about;  a 
cut  In  Income  Is  a  worse  fate  than  death 
OrUmbo. 

Who  can  be  seen  strolling  In  Santa 
Monica  Ocean  Park  on  the  arm  of  attrac- 
tive Melodie  Johnson?  Surely  not  John 
Rechy?  But  It  Is,  of  course,  in  a  photo 
Illustrating  a  brief  feature  about  the 
notorious  sexual  outlaw  In  the  May  22 
People  Weekly.  Rechy,  along  with  most 
of  the  other  "People",  get  a  good  bit 
less  than  a  page  of  copy  In  this 
magazine,  best  suited  to  a  glance  In  a 
supermarket  line. 

He  manages  to  Imply  lhat  Anita 
Bryant  Is  the  leading  edge  of  fascism, 
which  Is  politic  though  hardly  true,  and 
that  his  new  book  The  Sexual  Outlaw  is 
mostly  about  himself,  which  Is  true 
though  hardly  politic. 

Straight  reviewers  with  a  left 
bias  —  and  who  else  would  write  for  the 
May6  issue  of  The  Nation  —  know  they 
should  like  the  film  Word's  Out,  but 
they  aren't  sure  why.  Robert  Hatch 

■  thinks  the  men  and  women  whose  views 
were  recorded  In  the  documentary  are 
bright  and  witty  and  sincere,  so  they 

j  must  be  okay;  but  Isn't  It  a  shame  that 
allthey  talk  about  are  their  scars,  and 
oppression,  and  sexuality? 
I      Hatch  would  have  preferred  a  film 
:   less  obsessed  with  woes,  as  a  sound 
,  method  to  "adjust"  the  straight  world  to 
thegay  world  —  happy  talk  rather  than 
anguish.  The  pain  might  be  real,  he 
!  admits,  but  does  Ihere  have  to  be  so 

much  of  it? 
|       Hatch  also  sees  a  bright  new  day  — 
1   he's  the  optimistic  sort  —  for  gays  In 
film.  Just  as  the  blacks  stopped  being 
Negro  menials  and  became  real  char- 
acters who  were,  Incidentally,  black,  he 
believes  homosexuals  are  no  longer  dis- 
|  played  to  be  sneered  at.  He  has  missed 
several  films  In  the  year  past:  Norman, 
1  Is  That  You?  and  The  Choirboys  and 
Coecn  and  Goodbye  Girl  and  Looking 

■  for  Mr  Goodbar.  And  more. 

I  Columnist  John  Simon  Is  a  queer  hater 

posing  (April  25  in  Esquire)  as  a  pro- 

tector  and  preserver  of  proper  English 

,  usage.  Simon  informs  us  lhal 
"language... does  not  belong  to  the  il- 
literate or  to  bodies  of  people  forming 
tendentious  and  propagandists  Interest 

,  groups."  (That's  us).  He  drones  on  at 

i   length  about  the  "wantonand  shocking 

1  destruction  of  Ihe  good  and  necessary 

;   English  word 'gay'." 

After  explaining  to  his  readers  how 
desperately  wrong  it  is  to  use  gay  as  the 

1  homosexual  adjective  and  worse  yet  as 
a  noun,  Simon  sums  up  with  this  drivel: 

i  "Be  It  noted  lhat  many,  if  not  mosl, 

j  civilized  homosexuals  refuse  to  call 

!  themselves  or  others  gay."  n 


406  Dupont  St 
Toronto  9618341 
Lunch  12.230 
Dinner  6-10  pm 
Closed  Mondays 
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Vitamins  and  supplements      *  f*^4  *  Cheese  shop 

Fruit  and  vegetables  Take-out  counler  Bakery 

Natural  Foods 

17  St.  Nicholas  Street 
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FLAUNTING  IT! 


Civic  Holiday 
August  4-7 


NASHVILLE 


Holiday  includes: 

'Return  transportation, 

deluxe  motor  coach 

"  First  class  accomodation 

at  Holiday  Inn 

Reserved  seats  at  Grand  Ole  Opry 

"Admission  to  Opryland 

'Welcome  Cocktail  Party 

'Tennessee  Breakfast 

'Your  Favourite  Cocktail 

at  "The  Caberet" 


For  reservations  &  information 
call  Henry  White 
(416)9601393 

ONTARiO  REGISTRATION  1399998 
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S.V  Albatross  VI 56'  Sailing  Ketch 
Invites  you  to  'COME  SAILING.' 
Now  booking  for  Spring-Summer 
78  for  a  few  hours,  day,  evening, 
overnight. 

Intimate    and    special    occasion 
parties  for  'Afternoon'  or  'Moon- 
light' cruises  welcome.  .  .  Over- 
night    and     extended     cruises 
'Tailored  to  your  desires'. . .  Hoist 
a  sail  or  take  the  helm,  or  just 
relax  and  enjoy  sailing  at  its  best. 
COMPLIMENTARY  WINE 
and 
HORS  D'OEUVRES 
PROFESSIONALLY  SKIPPERED 
BY  OWNERS 
RATES  AVAILABLE  FOR 
PARTIES  OF  2  — 20 
For  Information  and  reservations: 
Call:  (416)  922-4888  Or 

Write:  Doug  Haines  or  Frank  Macintosh 
P.O.  Box  1064,  Station  Q 
Toronlo,  Ontario  M4T  2P2 


DOWNTOWN 
HARDWARE 

&LUMBER 

2  LOCATIONS 


1QUEEN  HARDWARE 


AND  LUMBER  ltd. 


Acomplete  line  of  materials 

tor  your  building  and  remodel  ling  needs... 

PROMPT  DELIVERY 

FREE  ON  ORDERS  OVER  S25 

DO-IT-YOURSELF  BUILDING  SUPPLIES 

BUILDERS  HARDWARE  —  WISER 

STANLEY  AMEROCKBLACK&DECKE 

JDOORS  —  TRIM  —  PANELLING  —  CEMENT. 

LUMBERS  PLYWOOD 

.PLUS  MUCH  MUCH  MORE. 


FOR  EXPERT  COUNSELLING  CALL: 


3646993 


TWOLOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU  BETTER 

311  &392QUEEN  STREET  EAST 


Heroes 


The  initials  below  are  Invented  only  to 
protect  heroes  who  would  be  uncom- 
fortable as  Heroes. 

L  and  F,  Lesbians,  live  together  In  the 
kind  of  town  that  most  Lesbians  and 
Gay  men  get  out  ol  as  soon  as  they  can. 
They  were  both  born  there,  have  never 
lived  anywhere  else,  have  been  together 
mote  than  two  decades  now,  and  it 
looks  as  If  they  will  live  there  torever.  A 
neighbour,  in  a  place  where  your 
neighbours  usually  know  things, 
whether  correct  or  not:  "Sure  we  know 
they're  —  like  that.  Everybody  always 
knew." 

They  build  houses,  that's  their  trade. 
No  one  gives  (hem  any  trouble.  "They're 
big,  you  know,  they're  real  big  women." 

Restless,  B  went  to  his  comer  milk- 
store  to  pick  up  a  copy  of  Playgirl.  The 
rack  was  empty.  B  asked  the  cashier  if 
any  other  copies  were  available.  The 
cashier  smiled  (leered?):  "For  your 
wife?" 

"No,  It's  for  me.  I  like  it." 

The  cashier,  In  whose  life  there  are 
not  that  many  events,  watches  B 
closely  now  when  he  comes  in  for  milk. 

W.  55-60  years  old,  distinguished 
looking,  cruises  the  public  baths  where 
I  swim.  He  sits  In  the  locker  room  for 
hours  with  or  wllhout  a  towel  around 
him,  his  legs  crossed,  a  picture  of 
decorum.  Or  he  showers,  at  length, 
getting  rather  pink.  He  smiles  pleas- 
antly at  a  variety  of  men,  speaks  to  them 
In  an  easy  friendly  way,  often  compli- 
menting them.  To  a  man  on  the  scales: 
"how  does  It  look?" 

"I  guess  I'm  over,  about  15  pounds." 

"Are  you  sure?  You  don't  look  that 
way  to  me." 

Some  Ignore  him,  some  relurn  a  smile 
but  no  words,  some  look  ostentatiously 
offended.  I've  never  stayed  long  enough 
to  see  what  sort  of  return  he  gets  on  his 
investment.  The  other  day  a  friend  of 
mine  overheard  an  employee  at  the 
baths  talking  about  "ihose  perverts, 
they  shouldn't  be  allowed  In  here  with 
the  kids."  The  woman  speaking  was,  not 
surprisingly,  reading  the  Toronto  Sun. 
W  continues  to  cruise,  gracefully. 

Our  enemies  hide  behind  their  insti- 
tutions and  their  laws,  the  armour  of 
authority  —  real  or  Imagined,  legitimate 
and  Illegitimate.  A  bigot  alone,  left  to 
his/her  own  devices  Is  a  bitter,  frus- 
trated nonentity,  a  neb! sen  (can  a  Wasp 
gel  away  with  using  such  a  luscious 
Yiddish  word?).  But  a  bigot  becomes  a 
threat  behind  a  priest's  robes,  behind  a 
police  gun,  a  typewriter,  television 
camera.  Judge's  bench  or  administra- 
tor's desk.  The  threat  becomes  an  active 
danger  when  organized  into  a  police 
force,  newspaper,  church,  television 
network,  school,  psychiatric  Institution, 
corporation  or  government.  Is  "bricks 
against  tanks"  too  vivid  an  image? 

C  made  her  first  protest  phone  call 
the  other  day.  She  did  It  In  two  parts. 
First,  after  seeing  The  Killing  of  Sister 
George  on  a  local  TV  station,  she  called 
the  program  director  to  say  the  movie 
was  a  "revolting  mess"  that  insulted 
women  and  Lesbians.  She  said  she 
knew  it  because  she  was  both  and 
doubly  enraged.  C,  who  had  never  said 
lo  a  stranger  before  that  she  was  a 
Lesbian,  refused  to  give  her  name. 
About  twenty  minutes  later  she  called 
back  to  tell  them  her  name  "so  they 
wouldn't  Ignore  the  call." 

R  continues  to  resist  the  New  Macho 
Look.  You've  seen  It,  you  can't  miss  It: 
facial  hair  (on  men),  shorter  haircuts, 
bigger  muscles  If  It  kills  me,  rigid  Joints 
(physiologically  speaking),  deeper 
voices  (didn't  Mario  Lanza  get  throat 
cancer  by  forcing  his  voice  down?), 
denim,  leather,  plaid  shirts,  boots,  etc.  R 


resists  all  this  at  considerable  cost, 
because  the  more  alike  the  rest  of  us 
look  the  more  unlike  he  looks.  He's  a 
flutter  of  soft  curls  (his  own),  scarves, 
colours,  bits  of  things  that  catch  In  Ihe 
light,  liquid  movements  the  classical 
Greeks  had  the  good  sense  and  tasle  to 
admire  In  their  men.  On  Ihe  street,  at 
work  or  In  a  Gay  bar,  many  would  say  R 
Is  out  of  his  tree.  Better  to  say  he's  far, 
far  out  on  his  limb. 

T  truly  doesn't  like  crowds.  In  her 
rural  growlng-up,  after  she  knew  she 
wasn't  going  to  be  a  lady  but  before  she 
knew  she'd  have  to  fight  not  to  be  one, 
she  took  long  hikes  alone  In  the  bush, 
carrying  tent,  sleeping  bag,  (cod, 
hatchet  and  so  on.  This  woman  is  afraid 
to  read  her  poetry,  some  of  it  striking 
and  moving,  to  more  than  one  or  two 
pecple  she  knows  well.  Unfortunatley 
for  her,  this  woman  Is  also  good  with 
crowds,  so  she  keeps  ending  up  in  front 
of  them,  either  unruly  predominantly- 
heterosexual  crowds  with  the  usual 
percentage  of  bigots  and  Intimidated 
potential  allies,  or  unruly  predomlnantly- 
Lesblan-and-Gay  crowds  with  the  usual 
range  of  political  wills.  She's  patient, 
angry,  careful,  provocative,  funny,  rude, 
supportive,  scornful,  determined.  The 
performance  costs  her,  among  other 
things,  a  very  urban  ulcer  whose  bite 
varies  with  the  size  and  mood  of  the 
crowd. 

J  Is  an  enthusiastic  and  Inventive 
photographer  who  wilfully  breaks  (or 
simply  won't  learn)  most  of  the 
accepted  rules.  He  belongs  to  a  photo- 
graphers' association,  to  which  the 
members  regularly  submit  samples  of 
their  work  for  other  members' 
comments.  The  comments  on  the  other 
photographers'  work  are  all  about  com- 
position, tone,  light  and  colour.  The 
comments  that  come  back  to  J  with 
enervating  consistency  refer  to  the 
number  of  male  subjects  In  "odd 
positions."  And  the  president  of  the 
association  threatened  to  throw  him  out 
II  he  didn't  clean  up  his  curriculum 
vltae;  that  Is,  the  Gay  liberation  acti- 
vities therein.  He's  fought  the  president- 
ial bigot  to  a  standstill  on  that  one. 
Some  hobby. 

The  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
{Toronto)  received  a  letter  from  N,  a 
passionate  plea  for  help.  "I'm  a  homo- 
sexual and  I've  been  cursed  by  a  coven 
of  witches.  They  say  if  I  don't  become 
heterosexual  they'll  destroy  me.  But  I 
won't  change.  Please,  can  you  do  any- 
thing?" Alas,  what  could  GATE  do? 
Aren't  we  all  In  the  same  position,  more 
or  less? 

Week  after  week  Ps  male  therapist 
told  her  In  an  infinity  of  ways  —  he  had 
to  because  she  couldn't  or  wouldn't 
understand  —  that  It  wasn't  actually 
bad  to  be  a  Lesbian,  It  wasn't  exactly 
sinful  or  particularly  sick  anymore,  but 
since  she  was  sure  to  be  thoroughly  un- 
happy wouldn't  It  be  more  convenient  If 
she  could  Just  learn  to  relax  with  men. 
"We  aren't  so  bad,  you  know." 

There's  a  technique,  It's  called 
desensltlzatlon.  It  doesn't  hurt  a  bit.  P 
knew  very  few  people,  and  all  of  them 
were  heterosexual,  or  said  they  were, 
None  of  them  knew  she  was  In  therapy, 
except  her  parents  who  paid  the  bills, 
gladly.  One  Thursday  In  the  middle  of 
her  session  P  stood  quite  suddenly, 
said  nothing,  walked  out  and  never 
came  back.  It  says  In  her  file  "Therapy 
failed."  She  still  knows  very  tew  people, 
feels  lonely  and  afraid  much  of  the  time 
but  about  a  month  ago  she  lifted  a  copy 
of  Rubytruit  Jungle  from  the  public 
library.  She'll  return  it:  she  wasn't  ready 
to  use  her  card. 


Pink  Triangle 
has  books  to  travel! 

Guides,  references  and  source  books  to  gel  you  there  — 
even  if  "there"  is  right  where  you  live  —  Pink  Triangle's  got  them, 
plus  a  lot  more.  Theatre,  poetry,  fiction  and  fun;  it's  here.  Take  a 
look.  And  then  take  a  jaunt  to  our  order  form  below. 
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DGayellow  Pages.  Spring  '78  edition. 
The  complete  guide  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  covering  Canada  and  the  US  in 
depth,  with  information  on  much  of  the 
rest  of  the  world  as  we\lGayellow  Pages 
includes  listings  for  clubs,  bars,  hotels  and 
restaurants,  books  and  periodicals,  travel 
services  and  movement  organizations 
everywhere  from  New  York  to 
Newfoundland.  Now  in  its  tenth  edition, 
this  comprehensive  catalogue  is  easy  10  use 

xmvenient  to  carry.  A  must  for 
travellers. 
Number  40  (6.50  +  .25)56.75 


D  Gay  Source:  A  Catalog  for  Men 
compiled,  written  and  edited  by 
DENNIS  SANDERS.  An  exhaustive 
guide  to  gay  people,  places  and  resources 
in  the  US,  Gay  Source  provides  informa- 
tion on  gay  organizations,  magazines  and 
newspapers,  baths,  bookstores,  legal  aid, 
health,  hotlines  and  much  more.  Arthur 
Bell,  David  Kopay,  Vito  Russo, 
Bruce  Voeller  and  Ian  Young  are  among 
the  contributors;  the  drawings  are  by 
George  Stavrinos. 
Number  39   (6.95  +  .50)S7.45 
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□  Our  Right  to  Love:  A  Lesbian  Resource 
Book  edited  by  GtNNY  VIDA.  Reflecting  a 

growing  awareness  of  the  special  concerns 
of  lesbians,  this  ambitious  project 
embodies  the  spirit  of  the  basic  human 
rights  issues  of  all  women  and  presents  an 
explosive,  stimulating  exporation  of  the 
nature  and  scope  of  lesbian  life-styles. 
Contributors  include  Rita  Mae  Brown, 
Elaine  Noble,  Charlotte  Bunch,  Bertha 
Harris,  Karla  Jay  and  many  others.  Ginny 
Vida  is  Media  Directory  for  the  US 
National  Gay  Task  Force. 
Numbers  (15.50+  .50)S16.0O 


D  Getting  Sex  by 

JOHN  ALAN  LEE.  Gay  people  have 

learned  to  accept  and  fulfill  sexual  needs 

in  many  ways  not  available  lo 

heterosexuals.  Lee's  look  at  gay  ways  of 

Gelling  Sex  shows  that  we  may  have  a 

few  lessons  for  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Number  44  ($8.95  +  .35)0.30 


Dlhe  Deformity  Lover  and  Other 
Poems  by  FELICE  PICANO.  The  latest 

work  by  the  New  York  novelist  and  poet 
whose  writing,  Ian  Young  comments  in 
The  Body  Politic,  is  "unadorned  and 
sensual,  perceptive,  sure  of  itself,  a  bit 
wise-ass  sometimes,  and  very  much 
about  gay  life...." 
Number  42  (3.50  +    25)  $3.75 


CHRISTOPHER  ISHERWOOD. 
The  Berlin  year*  thai  generated 
Cabarrl  a)  seen  through  Isher- 
"■  '■  'J'  ■  camera-like  eye  "Thai 
this  vhrr*d  and  candid  booV  can 
be  published  now without  fuss  or 

cation  ol  how  much  lhc  world 
has changed...  Indispensable  (or 


CThe  David  Kopay  Slnrj  bv 
DAVID   KOPAY    and    PERRY 

DEAN  YOUNG.  "I  was  the  typi- 
cal jock.  I  loved  playing  football. 


C  TV  Young  la  One  Another'! 


□  Alter  You're  Ont  edited  h> 
KARLAJAYuid  ■  i 

Includes  arnclet  aboui  inhun 
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uiew  1  prefer- 
th  men."  Kopay  cre- 
ition  when  he  revealed 
to  the  nation, 
•.umber?)         ,;i  «  -    11(  S2.20 


D  Ttaor  for  Diverse  I 

by  JANE  RULE-  This  collection 
of  short  stories  which  originally 
appeared  in  such  places  as  The 
Ladder  and  Redbook  shows.  Rule 


.  Desert  of  the  Henri  hi  J 

RULE-  Two  women.  Evelyn  Hall 
has  gone  lo  Reno.  Nevada  to  get 
a  divorce:  Ann  Childs  works 
there  as  a  change  girl  in  a 
gambling  casino  Rule's  chron- 
icle of  their  meeting  is  "Cool, 
dear-eyed,  compassionate  and 
unsentimental...  compares  very 
well  with  the  best  fiction  being 
written  anvwherc."  —  Margaret 

andMasl. 

-25)53.30 


IYlL.,"  —  Llaine  Noble 


Number  37 
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DThe  Gallery  by  JOHN  HORNE 
BURNS.  A  striking  and  insightful 
colleclion  of  portraits  from  war- 
time Naples  by  the  too-long 
ignored  gay  author  whom  Brigid 
Brophy  called  "By  far  the  mosl 
talented,  and  most  attractively 


er3l 


>   25)  $2.50 


Ci  Lucifer  with  a  Book  by  JOHN 
HORNE  BURNS.  The  second 
novel  of  Burns'  brief  career, 

paperback  for  the  first  time, 
Lucifer  remains  a  sharp  and 
bitter  indictment  of  American 


DThe  Andenl  and  other  poems 

by  JUDITHCREWE.  "A  first  col- 
lection of  lough-minded,  hard- 
surfaced  and  often  complex 
poems"  by  the  Alberta  lesbian 
poet.  Ms  Crewe  contributes  the 
regular  Topairla  column  to  The 
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□OBI  of  Ibe  Closets:  Vokn  at 
Cay  liberation  edited  by  KARLA 
JAY  and  ALLEN  YOUNG.  Here, 
in  Iheir  mn  words,  are  the  voices  i 
of  gay  America  while.  Mack, 
brown,  yellow,  conservalive. 
radical,  rich,  poor,  male,  female, 
believers,  atheists  —  all  people 
who  have  chosen  to  love  others 
of  the  same  sei .  Also  features  an 
updated  gay  bi  bl  i  ograp  h  y . 
Number  34  II  95.  .25)  12.20 

□Loving  Someone  Gaj  by  DON 
CLARK.  The  besl  selling  guide 
for  gay  people  and  friends,  fami- 
lies and  counsellors  who  want  lo 
understand  them.  This  book 
shows  how  gays  can  give  support 
to  one  another,  survive  and  grow 
stronger,  and  helps  families  and 

mill,  i-  and  fears  and  adjust  to  a 
more  open  and  meaningful  rela 

Number  26         <S  95  +  .25)536.20 

□  Gay  American  History:  La- 
tuii-  and  Gay  Men  In  the  USA. 
by  JONATHAN  KATZ.  A  mas- 
:  chronicle  covering  more 
n  four  hundred  years  of  gay 
and  oppression  in  America, 
tl's  documentary  explores 
as  previously  untouched  by 


Number 33         (2.25  i 
GTwo  Strand  River 
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>   I5|  $3.75 


an  underground  hit.  "There  arc 
tncksand  there  is  magic...  Two 
Strand  River  hints  at  what  our 
magic  might  be  —  what  kinds  of 
metaphors  can  focus  our  exper- 
iences for  us."  -  Mcrv  Walker 
in    TTre   Body    Politic.    Hard- 

Number22         fg  9S  +   15)59,30 


itself ."  — Jane    Rule.    Bertha 

Harris  is  also  the  author  of  TheJov 

ofLesbiaiSex. 

Number5  (4.»  *  IS)  S5.I0 

□  Rubyfruil  Jungle  by  RITA 
MAE  BROWN.  A  hilarious 
louching  novel  aboul  a  proud, 
impish,  gutsy  young  girl  growing 
up  gay.  An  enormously  popular 
bestseller  that  make 
feel  proud  lo  be  gay. 
Number35         (I  95  +   25)53.20 


□The   Joy   of   Gay    Sex    by 

CHARLES  SILVERSTEIN  AND 
EDMUND  WHITE.  Generously 
and  candidly  illustrated  this  is  a 

emotional  and  social  fulfillment 
of  a  gay  lifestyle.  A  celebration 
of  the joy  that  there  can  be  in  one 
man  loving  another , 
Number2l      [II.Mi   50)516.45 

□The  Jay  of  Lesbian  Sex  by  Dr 
EMILY  S1SLEY  and  BERTHA 
HARRIS.  "One  of  the  most  lucid 
celebrations  or  female  eroticism 
published  in  our  lime.  Underlying 

social  counselling  aspects  of  the 
book  is  a  firm,  forthright  and 
dignified  statement  of  liberated 
modern  feminism."  —  Publish- 
ers Weekly  Hardcover. 
Numberl!     0595+   50)116.45 

□  Sexual  Politics  by  KATE 
MILLETT.  The  doctoral  Ihesis 
that  became  a  bombshell  best- 
seller and  made  Kate  Milieu  the 
pioneer  theorist  of  modern  fem- 
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Homosexual  Sdf-oppresslon  by 

ANDREW  HODGES  and  DAVID 
hutter  The  pioneering  study 
on  gay  self-oppression,  this  is  a 
book  —  dare  we  say  il?  —  that 
could  change  your  life.  The  first 
of  Pink  Triangle  Press'  own  pub- 


is *  »|  51.55 
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Liberation  by  DENNIS  ALTMAN. 
The  1972  classic  [hat  has  become 
the  basic  lexl  of  gay  liberation. 
The  Toronto  Star  called  it  "im- 
pressive because  it  is  thoughtful 


'."  Now  in 
K  25)  53.20 


paperback 
Number  .12 


Society  and  the  Healthy  Homo- 
sexual by  GEORGE  WEINBERG. 
A  powerful  passionate  analysis 
of  homophobia  and  how  to  fight 
il.  For  gay  people  eager  to  over- 
md  guilt,  bul 


c  their  fea 


Number  36 
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also  for  teachers  and  p 
coming  to  terms  with  theii 
undcrslandingiofgas  lil'e 
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Ei  jury  date 

Thenext  Ontario  Provincial  Gay  Conference  is  being 
planned  (or  the  Labour  Day  Weekend,  in  Windsor.  This 
conference  is  for  individual  women  and  men  to  attend, 
as  well  as  those  who  are  associated  with  specific 
political,  religious,  social  or  other  groups. 

Wehope  to  make  it  a  relaxing  weekend  with  cultural, 
sporting,  entertainment,  and  political  events.  We  want 
you  to  take  part  in  shaping  the  future  of  CGRO,  and 
we  welcome  your  suggestions.  Please  fill  out  the 
information  below  and  we  will  keep  you  informed  of 
developments. 

Thank  you. 

Do  you  associate  yourself  with  a  particular 

gay/women's/lesbian  organization?  □  Yes  □  No 

If  so,  which  one? 

Which  of  the  following  events/ works  hops  would  appeal  to 
you  at  a  weekend  conference? 

D  Dance 
D  Banquet 

□  Gay  Parents 
D  Gay  Youth 

C  Child  Custody 
D  Rape  Workshop 

□  Live  Entertainment 
O  Religious  Caucus 
DWhat  is  Obscene? 
D  Literary/art  displays 

D  Counselling  techniques 

□  Aging  and  its  problems 
D  Competitive  Sports 

□  Non-Competitive  Sports  or  Games 
D  CGRO  Today  —  A  Crisis  of  Growth 
DGay  Teachers  —  What  are  they  doing? 

D  Gay  Men/Women  —  Can  we  pool  our  strength? 

D  OTHERS 


Doyou  have  any  special  areas  of  interest? 


Limited 
number 
available! 

TtieCoalilion  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario  is 
making  available  to  the 
general  public  copies  of  the     \ 
brief  recenlly  presented  to  the 
Ontario  Legislature. 

The  brief  has  been  well 
received  at  Queen's  Park,  and 
has  prompted  editorial 
comment  in  Toronto  dailies 
calling  for  the  inclusion  ot 
sexual  orientation  in  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 

For  your  copy,  send  $1.50  to: 
CGRO 

POBox156.StnP 
Toronto,  ON 
M5S2S7 


THE  NEW  ACE 


Coming  out...  at  seventeen 


Silence.  Shhhh.  Pupils'  eyes  like  camera 
focus  on  teacher  and  discussion 
begins. 

"Can  homosexuals  have  children?" 

Boys  giggle,  tease:  "Hey,  how  come 
we  gotta  talk  about  faggots?" 

"Let's  learn  about  regular  screws." 

Teacher  shakes  head:  "Shhh.  I  think 
It's  Important  to  know  about  different 
kinds  ot  sex.  Not  everybody  Is  the  same. 
Well,  class,  what  answers  did  you  come 
up  with  In  your  groups?" 

"I  think  It's  OK.  There's  these  two 
guys  and  they're  gay,  but... ." 

"Queers  are  cool  so  long  as  they're 
tar  away.  . 

I  sit  Still.  My  mind  is  filled  with 
tumping  Jellybeans. 

Am  I  a  woman  faggot?  Or  a  queeress? 

I  do  not  know. 

I  cannot  know. 

II 

I  am.  I  am  a  woman.  I  may  be  a  lez-blan. 

Me?Alezzblan?NO!l 

In  the  change  room  In  gym  class. 
There  was  Sandy,  my  close  friend  and 
present  heart  murmur.  Strong  muscular 
legs  draw  tight  while  swimming.  Wisps 
of  blond  caress  widow's  peak.  Her  eyes 
meet  mine.  "Shh...  You  do  not  feel.  You 
cannot  feel,"  she  whispers.  "It  is  simply 
not  allowed." 

Ten  shun  —  lez  bian? 

Sandy  runs  quickly  and  undresses  In 
a  cubicle.  Only  clothes  thrown  hastily 
appear  on  floor.  Hidden  body,  silent 
soul. 

Ill 

I  rant,  rave,  scream.  Adolescent  anger 
commands  me.  My  enemy,  Frank  the 
faggot,  child  care  worker  in  group  home. 
Tall,  dominating,  authority  figure. 

Con/fron/lae/shun. 

"I  like  you  not.  I  like  you  not." 

Guardian  of  house,  office,  refrigerator 
supplies  —  and  sometime  father. 

"YOU  FUCKING  HOMOSEXUAL,"  I 
yell.  "YOU  BASTARD." 

"Disturbed  youth;"  together  we  laugh 
at  worker  and  lover.  "Happy  Birthday, 
Dear  Queers.  Happy  Birthday,  Queer 
Dears." 

Ham  Hahl  Hah! 


Neighbourhood  girlfriend  plays  ball, 
laughs  and  "a  gay  time  was  had  by  all." 


My  friend  asks,  "Do  lezzies  live  In  Wis 
house?" 

Sally,  another  worker,  answers, 
"What  do  you  mean?" 

"Oh,  here,  I  see  lotsa  girls 
smooching." 

"But  are  loving  women  always 
lesbians?" 

Silence  of  a  dreaded  kind.  The  ans< 
wilts  like  a  flower  In  late  autumn; 
untouched. 

My  friend  bends  her  head  and  dashes 
out  the  door 


"Evelyn,  when  are  you  going  to  meet  a 
Nice  Jewish  Boy?  Eh?  You'll  never  get 
one  the  way  you  talk  to  your  parents. 
You'll  have  to  dress  nice,  be  neat  and 
presentable.  Which  boy  wants  to  marry 
a  girl  who  doesn't  take  care  of  herself? 
All  you  wear  Is  leans.  What  kind  ot 
example  are  you  giving  your  sisters?  I 
don't  want  them  to  be  like  you.  You'll 
Just  be  tall  and  good  lor  nothing.  Don't 
you  realize  you'll  never  get  a  boyfriend... 

I  quietly  say,  "Goodnight,  mother," 
and  hang  up  the  telephone. 

VI 

My  world  Is  Diana,  grade  twelve  Latin 
teacher.  I  survive  on  adequate  doses  of 
the  fifth  declension  and  teaspoonfuls  of 
varied  verb  forms. 

Amo,  Amaie  —  to  love. 

Diana  Is  more  than  ancient  history, 
she  Is  present  poetry.  She  lifts  weights 
and  wipes  away  tears.  Her  voice  has 
definite  Intonations  but  It  steadily 
commands.  She  expects  academic 
excellence  and  shares  hers  with  me. 

Diana,  my  best  friend.  My  wodd  of 
primal  aches  and  pains  is  hers  fora 
moment.  She  helps  me  close  the  door 
gently,  I  bring  her  a  birthday  card,  small 
and  simple.  My  stomach  squeals, 
snakes,  screams  loudly.  The  "funnies" 
race,  pace,  utterly  disgrace  me. 

I  leave  the  envelope  at  her  desk  and 
cry  silently  in  the  washroom. 

by  Evelyn  Llltth  SapphaelleD 
Evelyn  Ulith  Sapphaette  Is  a  nineteen- 
year-old  student  at  Jarvls  Collegiate  and 
SEED  In  Toronto.  Presently  trying  to 
organize  young  lesbians,  Evelyn  Is  also 
an  active  member  of  Women  Against 
Violence  Against  Women  (WAVAW)  and 
the  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto 
(LOOT). 
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Proselytizing... 

continued  from  page  I 

2.  That  he  wear  while  on  duly  a  shirt  — 
T-shirt  or  sleeveless  shirt  to  distin- 
guish him  from  the  swimmers. 

3.  That  he  not  shower  with  the  students 

4  That  he  not  swim  with  the  students 

5  Thai  he  leave  the  door  from  (he  In- 
i     solictor's  office  into  the  boys' 

dressing  room  open  while  super- 
vising Ihe  boys  In  Ihe  dressing  room. 
<  6.  That  he  not  discuss  his  lifestyle  with 
.      the  students  —  social  or  political. 
'  7  That  he  not  eat  lunch  or  meet  with  the 
students  In  the  ravine  during  lunch 
hour. 
8.  That  he  avoid  socializing  with  stu- 
■      dents  outside  ot  school  hours 
I  The  memo  ended  with  a  thinly  veiled 
threat:  "I  hope  you  will  conclude  from 
the  discussion  we  had  in  Ihe  Area 
Superintendent's  office  that  your 
I  actions  may  prove  to  render  your 
I  services  as  a  lifeguard  ineffective  In  the 

John  signed  that  memo.  But  only  on 
i he  condition  that  the  principal  sign  a 
letter  he  wrote,  and  that  both 
documents  be  on  file  with  the  Toronto 
Board. 

His  letter,  dated  November  16,  Is  an 
eloquent  document.  In  II  he  agreed  to 
abide  by  the  new  rules  set  down  by  the 
principal  —  except  for  the  last  three.  He 
wanted  to  keep  his  job,  but  those  re- 
strictions seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
demand  "that  I  not  only  hide  within  a 
sexual  closet  In  order  to  remain  at  the 
school,  but  that  I  should  exist  In  an 
underground  beyond  human  Interaction. 
Tosubmerge  my  personality  and  by  life 
experiences.,  robs  me  of  an  essential 
human  characteristic  of  learning  from 
and  enjoying  others  by  relating  one 
another's  experiences." 

And  then  he  said  It.  "Proselytlzatlon 
Is  the  issue.  You  object  to  my  identifica- 
tion as  gay  before  the  students.  Quite 
reasonably,  you  say  you  have  no  objec- 
tion to  my  sexual  orientation  as  long  as  I 
lunctlon  elfectively  In  my  work.  Yet  un- 
reasonably... you  do  object  to  the 
students  being  aware  of  my  sexual 
orientation.  What  Is  the  problem? 
"The  subject  of  homosexuality 
arose...  In  an  uninformed  and  bigoted 
conversation  among  students  about 
'bashing  queers'  and  'throwing  eggs  at 
faggots.'  I  would  consider  myself  irre- 
sponsible to  allow  such  cant  to  go  unan- 
swered. You  suggest...  I  should  not 
identify  myself  as  gay,  but  speak  In  the 
third  person...  .1  suggest  lhat  such  a  res- 
ponse...would  be  Interpreted  as  empty 
moralizing  that  would  not  encourage 
the  students  to  question  seriously  the 
Impressions  they  have." 

Shaver  signed  the  letter.  John  was 
still  on  the  job.  And  the  Speedo  racing 
suit  was  traded  In  tor  Jogging  shorts  and 
aT-shlrl  which  prompted  one  student  to 
note,  "Wouldn't  It  be  harder  to  swim  If 
you  had  to  save  someone?" 

Word  gets  around.  When  John 
appeared  in  his  next  class  wearing 
snorts  and  a  T-shirt  with  "Paragon" 
printed  on  it,  he  was  greeted  with  a 
bursl  of  applause.  "There  were  a  lot  of 
rumours  around  that  he  was  going  to  be 
fired  because  he  was  gay,"  I  was  told  by 
Sally  Baker.  14,  and  one  of  John's  stu- 
dents. "But  to  me  he  was  a  really  good 
teacher  —  he  knew  what  he  was  doing 
and  he  did  what  he  was  supposed  to  do 
Gay  people  don't  freak  me  out  —  John 
wasn't  the  first  one  I've  met." 

February.  "By  then,  things  were 
getting  uncomfortable,"  John  told  me. 
"I  was  gelling  really  close  to  the  stu- 
dents and  some  ol  the  other  teachers 
weren't  too  happy  about  it.  But  1  think 
thai  closeness  was  important.  Two  girls 
confided  to  me  that  they'd  been  raped 
when  they  were  10  —  it  was  a  horrible 
experience  and  they  needed  to  talk 
about  It.  I  felt  I  had  a  good,  close 
working  relationship  with  my  classes. 
But  one  of  the  other  teachers  told 
j  me  —  'you  know,  people  are  wondering 
exactly  what  kind  of  relationship  you 
'  have  with  your  students.' " 
i     On  April  28,  the  day  atter  John's 
firing,  W  E  Shaver  wrote  to  Mr  B  G 
DeGraaf,  Assistant  Superintendent,  Per- 
sonnel Department,  Toronio  Board  of 
Education,  "in  the  past  lew  months  the 
relationships  between  Mr  Argue  and 
the  swim  teachers  has  been  very 
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strained.  One  teacher  In  particular  has 
|  found  Itvery  difficult  toworkwIlhMr 
;  Argue."  He  also  noted  that  John  had 
.  been  found  unacceptable  In  "attitude, 
!  Initiative,  co-operation,  flexibility,  and 
!  occupational  competence." 

Quite  an  Indictment.  "It's  true,"  John 
I  says,  "that  there  was  some  strain  be- 
1  tween  me  and  one  of  ihe  other  teachers 
i  Ms  Mills  was  a  strict  authoritarian  figure 
I  In  the  class,  and  I  was  not.  We  had 
different  styles  —  Ihe  kids  called  her 
'General  Mills',  and  that  pretty  much 
sums  up  how  she  approached  her 
teaching  Job.  Those  differences  might 
have  been  a  source  of  tension,  but  they 
didn't  affect  the  Job  we  were  doing,  and 
[  I  got  along  fine  with  the  two  other  phys 
ed  staff  members  " 

On  May  17,  John  appeared  before  the 
Personnel  and  Organlzallon  Committee 
ol  the  Toronto  Board  of  Education.  Mr 
DeGraaf  and  Mr  Snell  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  school  administration  — 
I  Ihey  argued  that  John  had  been  tired  on 
I  grounds  of  incompetence,  that  he  did 
not  exert  authority,  he  could  not  control 
the  class,  that  he  was  setting  himself  up 
as  an  alternative  to  the  olher  teachers, 
that  he  was  not  properly  concerned  with 
Ihe  safety  of  his  students. 
John  took  Ihe  floor. 
"I  think  all  of  the  reasons  you  have 
|  heard  are  excuses.  I  want  lo  talk  about 
j  what  I  think  Is  the  real  reason  for  my 
I  firing.  Then  I'll  deal  with  the  excuses." 
j       He  talked  about  being  gay.  About 
1  being  open  about  it  with  thestudents. 
About  never  hiding.  He  passed  around 
I  copies  of  the  principal's  memo  of 
November  9,  and  his  reply.  And  he  faced 
|  two  hours  ol  close  questioning. 

He  had  to  leave  while  the  committee 
debated  In  private  for  another  half  hour. 
,  Ai  the  end  ol  that  time,  he  was  Informed 
that  the  firing  had  been  overturned. 

"I  personally  fell  his  gayness  was  the 
real  reason  behind  the  dismissal,"  said 
Shleia  Meagher,  Board  Member  for 
Ward  9  and  one  of  the  trustees  at  the 
I  meeting,  "but  It's  the  kind  of  thing 
that's  almost  unproveable.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  was  the  administration 
,  expecting  us  to  believe  that  suddenly, 
after  4  years  of  excellent  work,  he  had 
become  Incompetent. 

"When  we  voted,  there  was  a  good 
majority  In  John's  favour.  I  think  what 
Impressed  everyone  was  the  clear, 
forthright,  hones!  way  he  handled  him- 
self." 

John  agreed  to  resign  from  Glenview 
effective  that  day  —  he  felt  It  would  be 
Impossible  to  continue  working  there 
under  the  circumstances.  He  would  be 
paid  In  full  for  the  period  between  the 
firing  and  his  resignation,  and  the  Board 
agreed  that  all  InsulMng  aspersions 
made  by  the  principal  would  be  removed 
from  his  record.  They  agreed  further 
that  the  events  would  not  affect  his 
chances  at  getting  on  with  another 
school. 
He  now  has  a  letter  Informing  him 


/  that  he  has  "been  hired  lo  the  staff  of 
p  the  Summer  Swim  Program."  It's  signed 
I  by  John  Mlchaluk,  Co-Director,  Summer 
i  Swim  Program. 

It's  a  good  precedent.  The  Toronto 
Board  of  Education  has  overturned  a 
|  decision  to  fire  an  employee  who  Is 
i  open  about  being  gay.  Of  course,  that  Is 
'  not  Ihe  official  reason  for  the  firing.  And 
we  can  all  make  up  our  own  minds  as  to 
'  what  constitutes  Incompetence. 
j      Menno  Vorster,  president  of  the 
i  Toronto  Teachers'  Federation,  told  TBP 
that  the  Board's  action  was  "very 
uncommon  —  a  real  slap  In  the  lace  to 
;  the  principal.  I  think  it  was  quite  clear 
[  that  Mr  Argue  was  getting  some  pretty 
I  rough  treatment.  Since  he's  not  a 
I  teacher,  and  therefore  not  a  member  of 
'  the  federation. we  coufdn'icome  to  his 
defence.  But  I  can  tell  you  that  the 
j  Toronto  Teachers'  Federailon  would 
I  come  to  the  defence  of  any  teacher  who 
1  was  fired  for  being  gay." 
I      For  John,  It's  the  end  of  a  period  ot 
I  tension  and  uncertainty.  But  It's  more. 
I  It's  been  an  affirmation  ot  some  deep- 
seated  beliefs  about  our  system,  and 
the  way  gay  people  have  to  act  In  It. 

"I  think  It's  clear  from  what  happened 
that  It's  not  so  much  gay  people  In  the 
schools  that  bothers  some  people. 
What  really  gels  them  Is  nones  r  gay 
people  —  gay  people  who  are  open 
about  what  Ihey  are  and  are  willing  to 
talk  honestly  about  It.  And  willing  to 
fight  openly  lo  stay  that  way.  I  don't 
think  I  would  have  made  It  if  I  had  back- 
tracked or  equivocated  about  my  sexual 
orientation.  They  would  have  smelled  a 
rat  Anyway  I  try  to  be  an  honest  teacher 
and  I  try  to  be  honest  with  my  students. 
I'm  gay  and  they  should  know  It.  It'll 
open  their  minds,  get  rid  of  some  pretty 
awful  stereotypes." 

Shortly  after  John  was  fired,  one  of 
the  teachers  at  Glenview  Publlc.School 
was  having  a  lot  of  trouble  controlling 
her  class.  They  were  sullen  and  acting 
upand  they  kept  bursting  out  with  the 
tune  of  the  latest  hit  single,  "Rock  Me." 
Only  they'd  changed  the  words.  They 
were  singing  "We  want  Argue."  D 


Gays  join  workers  in 
May  Day  celebrations 

For  the  first  time  In  several  years,  an 
organized  gay  contingent  participated 
In  the  massive  May  Oay  demonstrations 
held  In  Montreal. 

Just  four  days  before  the  demon- 
strations, the  monthly  genera)  assembly 
of  the  Association  pour  les  Droits  des 
GaKefs  du  Quebec  (ADGQ)  voted  to  call 
for  a  gay  contingent  In  the  action.  As  a 
result,  about  25  men  and  women 
marched  behlndabanner declaring: 
"Homosexual  workers!  May  1st  Is  our 
celebration  tool" 

The  crowd,  estimated  at  over  10.000, 
braved  Inclement  weather  to  weave  lis 
way  through  the  working  class  area  of 
east-end  Montreal  to  ratly  at  the  Paul- 
Sauve  Arena. 

This  year's  demonstrations  were 
jointly  organized  by  the  Confederation 
des  Syndlcats  Natlonaux  (GSN  —  Con- 
federation of  National  Trade  Unions) 
and  the  Centrale  de  I'Enselgnement  du 
Quebec  (CEQ  —  Quebec  Teachers' 
Federation).  The  gay  contingent  was 
organized  by  ADGQ  In  recognition  of 
the  fact  that  on  many  occasions  Quebec 
unions,  and  especially  the  Quebec 
Teachers'  Federation  have  supported 
the  gay  movement. 

May  Day,  the  International  worker's 
holiday,  is  rooted  in  the  struggles  of  the 
labour  movement  (or  better  working 
conditions  and  the  right  to  organize 
unions.  The  holiday  dales  from  May  1, 
1886  when  a  general  strike  broke  out  In 
more  than  5000  planls  across  the  US. 
Workers  were  demanding  the  elghlhour 
day  and  the  rlgh!  to  collective  bargain- 
ing. At  ihe  McCormlc  Harvester  plant  In 
Chicago,  the  police  broke  Ihe  workers' 
picket-line  and  opened  fire  on  the 
strikers  killing  six  and  seriously  injuring 
about  50.  The  following  workers  gath- 
ered In  Haymarket  Square  In  Chicago 
to  protest  the  slaughter  of  their  co- 
workers. A  bomb  exploded  in  the  ranks 
of  the  police,  and  the  union  leaders 
were  arrested  and  subsequently  hung. 
Since  that  time.  May  1st  has  been  cele- 
brated annually  by  millions  of  workers 
the  world  over. 

The  gay  contingent  In  this  year's 
Montreal  May  Day  demonslratlons  was 
perhaps  the  only  gay  contingent  in  any 
May  Day  celebration  in  this  country. 

"May  Day  should  be  a  time  when 
gay  workers  In  Quebec  and  Canada 
ma/ch  in  ihe  streets  as  gay  and  lesbian 
workers  In  solidarity  with  the  entire 
worker's  movement,"  declared  ADGQ 
member  Ron  Dayman. 

by  Stuart  Russell  D 


New  Socred  leader 
opposes  gay  rights 

Lome  Reznowski,  elected  federal  leader 
of  the  Social  Credll  Party  May  14.  has 
vowed  to  resurrect  the  family  as  a 
foundation  of  Canadian  life,  and  to 
stamp  out  homosexuals,  abortionists, 
and  unscrupulous  bankers.  The  Social 
Credit  Party  Is  located  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Canadian  political  spectrum 
and  elected  10  members  In  the  last 
(ederal  election. 

A  University  of  Manitoba  professor  of 
Medieval  Llferature,  Reznowski  said  in  a 
May  14  Interview  with  the  Toronto  Star, 
"I  have  the  greatest  compassion  for 
homosexuals-  But  It's  a  serious  psycho- 
logical disorder.  And  you  don't  cure 
somelhing  by  legalising  it." 

In  British  Columbia,  provincial 
Human  Resources  Minister  Bill  Vander 
Zalm,  known  as  a  political  neanderthal 
for  his  spending  cutbacks  In  welfare 
and  women's  programs,  has  said  he 
agrees  with  Reznowskl's  comments. 

Vancouver  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (GATE)  has  called  upon 
Premier  Bennett  to  dismiss  Vander 
Zaim.  GATE  spokesperson  Hob  Joyce, 
characterizing  the  statement  as  "Intol- 
erable," said  Bennett  should  "Indicate 
to  homosexuals  that  his  government 
does  not  approve  of.  nor  does  It  Intend  a 
pogrom  agalnsl  gay  persons  in  British 
Columbia." 

There  has  been  no  response  from  the     j 
EC  government. 

by  Robin  HardyO 
Body  Polllic/27 


NEWS 


Not  happy  with  your 
living  arrangements? 


Looking  for  a  self-contained  room? 
Find  ihal  apartment  lonely? 

Join  one  of  our  gay  "families" 


Parliament  Street 

Fully  self-ton  taincdbachelorettes 

Private  bathroom 

Fridge,  stove  and  sink  in  each  unii 

Nineunils  fully  renovated 

with  modern  furnishings 

At  Wellesley,  minutes  from  Yongc 

Start  at  $40  per  week 


Victor  Avenue 

Stove,  fridge  and  sink  in  each  room 

Free  use  of  washer  and  dryer 

Steps  from  Broadi  il-h,  two  blocks 

north  of  Ger raid 

]  I  unit);  —  start  at  S30per  week 


Call:  Don  (465-3287),  Ron  (465-8919) 
or  Dwayne  (961-6800) 


t} 


"I  find  it  hard  to  think  when  you  touch  me."  — 
the  cosmic  healing  in  Cadet  Chrome's  hands  brings 
gay  love  to  another  time,  another  place,  another 
dimension. 


OiRonw 

is  a  happy,  sexy,  and  very  gay  novel  of  the  future  by 
George  Nader.  The  first  volume  of  a  trilogy,  it's 
new  and  only  $12.95  at 

Glad  Day  Bookshop 

4  Collier  Street  at  Yonge 

(second  floor) 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4W 1L7 

(UQ  961-4161 

Mail  orders  please  add  50t  per  book 


Many  new  titles  have  come  into  the  shop  in  the  last  few  weeks,  including 
at  long  last,  L  'Amour  Bleu,  which  we'll  be  selling  at  the  US  price  of 
$65,00.  A  new  gay  detective  novel.  Down  and  Dirty,  is  S 1 1 .75;  Malcolm 
Boyd's  autobiography,  Take  Off  The  Masks,  is  $9. 50;  and  Ned  Rorem 
hasa  new  diary.  An  Absolute  Gift,  just  published  at  S12.50.  TheCay 
Health  Guide,  for  men  and  women,  is  also  12.50.  Our  new  mail  order 
catalogue  will  be  ready  July  1;  it  will  list  our  complete  inventory  of  gay 
and  lesbian  literature  and  periodicals,  and  will  cost  one  dollar. 


Where  homos  are 
no-no's  in  old  T.O. 

Gay  people  In  Toronto  have  no  way  of 
Kn  o wl  n  g  whet  her  a  straight  cl  ub  will 
bounce  them  otf  the  dance f  loor,  or  allow 
them  to  kick  up  their  wedgies  in  peace, 
according  to  a  recent  TBPsurvey. 

The  Informal  survey  was  conducted 
after  TBP  received  a  letter  from  a  woman 
complaining  of  mistreatment  at  the 
Royal  York's  Imperial  Room.  Toronto's 
posheslnileclub-  Aft  era  performance 
given  by  Ella  Fitzgerald,  the  letter  writer 
and  her  female  companion  began  to 
dance.  Almost  Immediately,  the  woman 
reported,  a  waller  grabbed  them  and  for- 
ced them  of  f  t  he  dance  f  loor  with  the 
words,  "That  kind  of  thing  Is  not  done  In 
thelmperlal  Room."  When  TBP  con- 
tacted the  manager,  It  was  told  there 
was  a  house  policy  against  all  same-sen 
dancing.  No  reasons  were  given  for  the 
policy. 

Several  other  nlteclubs  have  similar 
policies.  Fingers,  a  trendy  Yorkvllle 
dinner/dancing  club,  allows  only  male- 
female  couples  to  dance.  Dancing  alone, 
or  with  a  member  of  the  same  sex  Is 
forbidden.  Owner's  policy. 

LeTube,  astralght  disco  located 
around  the  comer  from  one  of  Toronto's 
most  popular  gay  discos,  The  Manatee, 
allows  women  todance  together  but  not 
men.  Said  the  manager.  "It  probably  Is 
discrimination  but  In  my  business  I  Just 
don't  particularly  like  men  dancing 
together  because  people  will  Ihinkit'sa 
gay  club  and  that's  not  the  kind  of  bus- 
iness I  operate." 

The  Nicklodeon.  a  popular  YongeSt. 
macho  hot  spot,  has  an  eight- year-old 
policy  forbidding  same-sex  dancing. 
When  pressed  to  give  reasons, 
management  said,  "The  guys  come  here 
because  theglrls  are  here,  and  If  the  girls 
are  dancing  together  there's  noonefor 
theguys  to  dance  with... Some  of  my  best 
f  nendsare  gay,  we  just  don't  want  them 
here." 

The  Pretzel  Bell  Tavern  refused  to 
make  any  comment  whatsoever,  and 
hungup.  In  Septemberof  1971,  thirteen 
members  of  TorontoGay  Action,  a  now 
delunct  civil  rights  group,  weredragged 
and  kicked  from  thedancef  loor  at  the 
Pretzel  Bell. 

TAP  discovered  that  some  of  the  raun- 
chlerrockn'  roll  spotsclalma'no  holds 
barred' attitude  to  dancing.  Management 
at  the  El  Mocambo  said  lhat  they  have  no 
rules,  "You  can  dance  by  yourself  as  far 
as  we're  concerned.  You  don't  have  to 
worry  about  it."The  Horseshoe  Tavern 
also  has  no  policy  against  same-sex 
dancing. 

Hotspurs,  formerly  The  Generator, 
another  popular  dining/dancing  club, 
also  al  lows  any  sexual  combo  a  chance 
todance.  However,  management  does 
worry  about  the  possibility  of  violent 
homophobic  reaction,  particularly  when 
two  men  aance  together.  Even  thestaid 
and  opulent  Victoria  Room  at  the  King 
Edward  Hotel  allows  homo  hoofers,  and 
apparent  ly  ladles  ( I )  dance  together  there 
all  Ihe  time.  Ports,  apopulardlnner-dlsco 
for  the  trendy  junior  stockbroker  crowd 
is  unconcerned  about  fag  fandangos:  In 
the  words  of  one  manager,  "I  don't  give  a 
shit  who  you  dance  with  as  long  as  you 
buy  drinks  at  the  bar." 


Awordof  warning  to  readers  who  may 
want  to  put  the  aforementioned  toater- 
psichorean  test:  policy  does  not  always 
coincide  with  reality.  If  a  club  trips  up 
I  yourlight  fantastic  —  let  us  know. 

try  Robin  Hardy  D 

I  Judge  agrees 
I  oral/anal  sex 
abnormal  — 
even  for  hets 

'  ASupreme  Court  of  Ontario  Judge, 
ruling  In  a  divorce  and  child  custody 
case,  has  decided  that  oral  sex  and  in- 
frequent "sodomy"  by  consenting 
married  heterosexual  partners  Is  "ab- 
normal conduct". 
The  wife  in  the  recently-reported 
The  wife  In  the  recently  reported 
case  of  H  v  H.  petitioned  for  divorce, 
ance  award  partly  on  the  basis  that  the 
husband  during  the  marriage  had  been 
the  Instigator  and  "promoter"  of  forms 
of  sex  thai  were  "distasteful"  to  her. 
She  admitted  to  having  consented  to 
the  activity,  but  claimed  It  was  "upset- 
ting" to  her  and  got  "out  of  hand." 

Mr  Justice  McLeod  A  Craig  agreed 
that  oral  and  anal  sex  were  distasteful 
and  abnormal  and  agreed  with  the  wife 
that  the  husband  had  been  the  instiga- 
tor and  promoter,  but  found  that  this  did 
not  Impair  the  husband's  ability  as  a 
father.  Since  the  children  had  been 
living  with  the  fat  her  and  attending 
school  near  his  residence,  the  Judge 
awarded  custody  of  the  children  to  him. 
_  ...     byPaulTrollopen 

Gays  cited 

in  hate  message 

A  Tor  onto  while  supremacist  group 
called  the  Western  Guard  has  taken  an 
official  position  against  homosexuality, 
calling  It  an  "unnatural  tendency."  and 
attacking  Prime  Minister  Pierre Trudeau 
for  having  it  decriminalized  in  1969. 

In  the  latest  edition  of  their  recorded 
telephone  hate  message,  thegroup 
recalls  lhat  one  of  Trudeau's  first  acts 
upon  election  was  to  decriminalize 
homosexuality  between  consenllng 
adults,  and  comments  lhat  this  was 
"only  logical  because  so  many 
honourable  politicians  are  afflicted  with 
this  unnatural  tendency." 

Rather  than  education  for  moral  and 
responsible  sex  relations."  the  Guard 
Charges,  "we  have  a  government 
tolerating  and  encouraqinq  abortions  — 
mass  murder  a  la  Jewish  Doctor  Henry 
Morgentaler.  If  we  leave  the  Liberals  In 
power  maybe  ihedecriminalizaiion  of 
rape  wlllbe  next.  "□ 

National  gay  con- 
gress planned 
for  Quebec 

The  Second  National  Congress  of  Gay 
Men  and  Lesbians  In  Quebec  will  be 
held  In  Quebec  City  later  this  year. 

It  will  be  sponsored  by  the  Centre 
Homophlle  d'Alde  et  de  Liberation 
(CHAD  and  will  launch  a  national 
Quebec  gay  coalition. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained 
by  writing  CHAL,  CP  596,  Haute- Ville, 
Qeebec.  Quebec  G1R  4S1.D 


*i«M  h<u>',oa,  on  <zSfrir  w«tti  lorecs^pid  bind 


FRIENDS-* 


AFFECTIONATE  BUT  SHY  red- 
head, 22.  seeks  lesbian  friendship, 
looking  tor  fellow 


CLASSIFIED 


SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 
GAY   MALE.   22,   wishes   to  meet 
others  who  live  in   Ihe  Georgian 
Bay  area*  John  Kozachenko.  Box 
223,  Victoria  Harbour    phone  be- 

tore9om.  705-534-7578 

SCUBA  DIVING.  Thirty  year  old 
certified  diver  seeds  same  for 
local  weekend  dives.  B40 


LESBIAN.  23,  seeks  Mends  ar 

theatre,  travel,  psychology  and  It 
outdoors.  Photo  and  phone  no  a 


FRIENDSf 


lunlryside  Room, 
naqe  B30. 


HELPttlamf 

ustratedby  th 

I  bar' bath)    s 

coming  Incre 

singly  antl-si 

alal   i 

blue  leans  a 

s  consuming  large 

Icohoi  and    talking 

si  fashions. 

there  anyone 

ear  old,  reasonably 

well  adlusted 

professional 

gellc,  intelligent,  artlculale 

e-2" 

CLASSIFIED  ADS 


NATIONAL  _ 


30  YEAR  OLD  MALE  travelling 
crosscountry  July  lo  TO/Monireal 
Wants:  meet  people,  make  fhends 
along  the  way  Have  wording  class 
background.  Enjoy  good  conver- 
sation, jazz,  classical,  dancin'  S 
always,  sei,  poopers,  loo  Billy  8 
l  I2i  16  Ave,  Seattle,  Wa  98122. 


ANY  YOUNG  PERSON  reading 
this  ad  will  share  my  interests 
Also  en|oy  canoeing,  camping, 
etc  I  am  a  friendly,  active,  youth- 
ful man  In  early  Ion les  Would  like 
to  befriend  a  young  person   Send 


phone  numoe 

ror  write  823. 

NEED  CASH 

Amateur  photogra- 

models.    Must   be 

c    Excellent  rate  of 

pay  Sendph, 

:o  il  possible  a.jj 

PROFESSIONAL  W/M.  30,  S'11". 
155,  slralghtappearlng.  I  enjoy 
people  similar 


well-rs 


elf:« 


e  ol  lite,  i 


eolh 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


appreciation 
ie  arts.  Stable 
(but  nol,  I  hope,  dull)  and  mature,  I 
en|oy  a  wide  range  ol 
from  tennis  lo  etymology,  c 
etry  lo  Ihe  classics,  fireside 
versallons  to  disco  dancing.  I 


Jflj.  Gr.inrj  Forks,  SC  Vi 


WILL  BE  MAKING   HIKING  trips 
"""    .prlng  and  summer  In  BC  t.'m 
22,   have  progressive  poli- 
ind   am  vegetarian.   Looking 
ixperlenced    hiking    com- 
i,  Box  35243- 


DfSCflEFn  GUY.  36.  58  ,  140lbs  In- 
vites letters  from  dudes  with  good 
bodies  and  logether  souls  who  en- 
Joy  life,  music,  books,  travel,  and 
intimate  friendship.  Local  guys 
please  send  phone  All  must  send 
photo  tor  reply  Write  note  to  PO 
Bo.  4343,  Vancouver.  BCVBB 327 


ALBERTA 


s  looking  lor 


MALE.  22,  5'9'\  15 

Edmonton  area  to  share  an  eter- 
nity of  love  with.  One  on  one  rela- 
tionship. High  sen  drive.  Send 
photo   and    particulars    it   you're 

lection  A92. 


WINNIPEG.  MB 


fOU  LOVE  MUSIC  a 

polnl  In  trying  to  rig 
wrongs  I  hate  TV,  ar 


YOU'LL  BE  25-45,  MATURE,  sen 
slble,  tolerant,  not  into  bars  or 
drugs,  and  your  gayness  is  under- 
stood, acceptable  and  accepted  in 
gay.  straight,  and  mixed  circles. 
Lei's  get  logether  to  share  activ- 
ities and  interests.  Cycling.  X- 
country  skiing,  travel,  qulel  limes 
at  home,  visiting  Iriends.  theatres, 
concerts  Everything  trial's  shared 
Is  more  pleasurable.  All  \ 


I  art,  yet  pro- 

mld-40'sand 
i,  and  gentle 
sd  strength 
ill.  I  read  the 
tuch  faith  in 


alghl  appearance 
than  age  32  and 


:lean  shaven,  non- 
jline  white  male?? 
)  meet  a  sincere, 

Got  a  message?  We' vb  got  the  way  lo  gel  It  across  to  gay  people  right 
where  you  live  —  and  all  across  Canadaand  the  US.  too. 

The  Body  Pontic's  Classified  ads  Need  a  job'  Wan!  tosell  your  used 
iguana'  Rem  a  canoe'  Find  a  inendor  a  place  to  live?  A  classified  ad  in 
TBP  isa  good  way  to  Ie!  others  know 

It'seasy  —  andcheap_Jus!10cenisawordforpersonalads,30 
certs  lor  businesses  You  simply  till  in  your  message  in  the  lotm  below, 
count  up  Ihe  number  ol  words  and  send  it  olf  to.  us  with  a  cheque  ot  money 
order  Get  in  belore  the  deadline  and  your  ad  will  appear  in  the  very 
next  issue 

You  can  say  just  about  anything,  bul  Ihereare  a  lew  things  you  should 
keep  in  mmd  II  you're  interested  in  meeting  people  if  sbesl  to  be  positive 
Tell  them  aboul  yourself  and  your  interests  —  notaboulwhatyourjon't 
like  Specifying  exclusions  on  the  basis  ol  race  or  appearance  (saying 
' '  no  fats  or  ferns ' '  tor  instance)  isiust  plain  rude,  and  being  rude 
doesn't  make  Iriends 

Saying  lhat  you're  interested  in  meeting  people  for  sex  is  line.  But  there 
are  a  lew  restrictions  —  thetaw's.  not  ours.  Under  the  Criminal  Codeot 
Canada  it  is  illegal  lo  have  sex  with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  theage 
ol  21 ,  to  have  sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  ol  their 
ages,  or  to  solicit  for  Ihe  purposes  ol  prostitution  Otherwise,  sex  is  still 
legal ,  so  far  Bul  to  protect  both  you  and  us,  we  reserve  the  right  to  alter 
orrefuseany  classified  ad 

If  you  want  people  toanswer  you  directly,  pul  your  address  or  phone 
number  in  your  message  Or.  you  can  take  advantage  ot  our  forwarding 
service  For  only  a  dollar  extra  we'llassign  your  ad  adrawer  number  and 
collect  answers  in  our  olfice  lobe  senile  you  oncea  week, 

II you  want  to  answer  someone  else's  ad,  that's  easy  loo.  Put  your 
reply  in  an  envelope ,  seal  il  and  send  it  lo  us.  making  sure  to  mark  on  the 
Iron!  Ihe  drawer  number     "~  —     ~" 

you'rerespondmglo  You 
don'tneedtosendany 
money  Your  unopened 
reply  will  teach  Ihe  person 
you' re  answering 
a  lew  days. 

Qfl.    ACTIVE    GUYS    with    . 

bodies    wanted.    I    have  my 

place.  Am  looking   lor  guys 

want  hot,  wild  action.  I  workout  at    ■  '<*'  ■■■«  ■  MHWaVaHM  i-*1  i*i  i£i  m  St «  m\ 

a  gym,  have  a  good.  II rm  body.  Can    ■    CONDITIONS 

often  arrange  to  see  you  in  late  Z    ,,,„„„     ,,. 

afternoon  or  early  evenings   Les    ■   wiadsmusl  be  prepaid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  rio  not  send  cash  through 

Toronto,  465-6423.  |   the  man  The  Body  Politic  reserves  Ihe  nghi  lo  aller  or  reluseany  ad  Lalecopy 

PROFESSIONAL  GUY  married.  32.  |    *!"j»_ne|(|over  for  ihe  following  issue.    Deadline  July  12, 1978, 


candlelight  dinner;  holding  hands 
In  a  movie;  dancing  at  a  disco; 
loving  passionate  sex  and  cud- 
dling to  sleep  knowing  that  the 
morning  brings  another  day  of 
new  (sharedl  experiences.  Ideally 
you  should  be  younger  than  my- 
self (one  ot  my  hangups),  shorter 


telHgenl,    mature, 
isygolng,  articulate,  good 

compatible  Interests,  en* 
|oy  talking,  reading,  outings,  or 
lust  quiet  times  together.  You 
should  be  seeking  a  long  term. 

should  be  prepared  to  deal  with  a 

less  than  perfect  guy  who  has  a 

moderately    healthy    superiority 

'eractive  sendrive. 


i  details  of  technology  to 
banality  ot  the  'gay'  llle- 
who  Is  actually  a  closet 


YEARS  AGO 

"Pangur,   Wh 

and  you  lelt  for  Curtis  and 
other  obligations.  Is  it  time  ti 
again?  B53. 


together. 


So  go  ahead.  Pick  up  a  pen  and  communicate 


phone  me  I'm  age  34  c 

good  looking  6'1"  tall,  178  lbs. 

have  a  lot  to  offer.  498-0400 


Standout 
is  coining 

Out 


1  out  at  gym,  qui* 
j  at  home  Wants  to  met 
h  approximately  same  aa 

rests  B47. 

ATTRACTIVE    MALE,    28,    58 


165  lbs.  athletic  typt 
going,  friendly  person  who  en|oys 
squash  tennis,  camping,  skiing, 
theatre,  movies,  reading.  Wish  to 

share  activities   and    friendship. 
Have  a  lol  to  oiler.  Discretion  es- 

sentlal.  Photo  appreciated  RJ4 

IS  YOUR  NAME  PAUL,  are  you  gay 
christian  If  so  1  want  lo  hear  from 

you.  B39. __ 

STRAPS,      HEAVY 
belts  turn  you  on?  Mi 
with  good  bodies  onl 
Mel  (4161  465-3287. 


■  RATES: 

5  Individuals:  lOcperword.minimumSZ.OO 

■  Businesses  30c  per  word,  minimum  S6.00 

■  Forwarding  Service  .$1  OOperadperissue  H  you  would  like  js  toassign  your 
|  adadrawernumberandtorwardmailloyouonceaweek.pleasecheckthe 

■  box  below 


LEATHER  _     j  Drawer  number  required 
too.  Guys  ■ 
'.  Toronto.  ■   I  enclose  S 


h  grown 


a  news  journal  reflect- 
ing the  lifestyle  and 
interests  of  gay  people' 
in  North  America. 
Date  of  birth:  August  1 
1978. 

For  the  first  issue 
FREE  of  charge,  send 
name  and  address  to: 

Standout  newsjoumal 

620  Richmond  St.  W. 

Toronto.  Ontario 

M5V  1Y9 


June/July  1978 


BLOND,    30,    5'4 

Honed,  affectloi 
photography,  p 
theatre,  travel.  01 
smoker,  discreet 
ting  encounters,  friar 


BISEXUAL  WIDOWER  .■ 
family,  early  sixties,  6T 
white  hair,  glasses,  clean-shaven! 
erect  figure.  Hat  stomach,  clear 
complexion,  unllned  face,  own 
leeth,  once  considered  "hand- 
1   considered   "dlstln- 


,  Heas8runmyadaslollowslnthfl_ 


Print  yourad  below  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  box. 


tjula 


MALE(S)  WANTED  TO  SHARE 
camping  expenses  with,  (like 
transportation  &  campsite  tee).  He 
should  be  well  under  30.  clean- 
shaven,  in  good  mental  &  physical 
health,  honest,  easy  to  get  along 
with  4  seriously  Interested.  (I'm 
31,    fair-looking    &    W-European  i 

Write  _B4JL 

TWO    GOODLOOKING    BLOND 


:    28    i 


28    i 


vigorous.  WASP,  establishment  In 
Who's  Who.  not  wealthy,  but  can 
afford    extensive    travel,    theatre, 
good  lood  and  good  wine,  summer 
cottage,  Imported  fast  car,  etc.  Am 
tolerant,  affectionate,  kindly,  sin- 
cere. Am  not   lonely,  withdrawn 
maladlusted.     Have     excellent 
family    relations    and    lots   of 
straight    friends    my    own    age     I 
Would  like  lo  meet  more  youngish    1 
males  who  would  enjoy  an  aflec-  j 
tionate,  easygoing,  nonreslriciive 


I,  You  ■ 


049  J 


ARE  YOU  an  attractive,  educated 
considerate,  lively,  stable  man  be- 
tween  23-36,  interested  in  a  caring 
relationship?  I'm  31  and  fit  the 
above  description,  n  you  do  too, 
let's  find  out  what  we  might  share' 
Bo.  82.  Station  njmwin 


older  attractive   men  08  above)  ' 

Loves  tun,  talking,  music  reading  I 

dancing,  plants  or  just  quiet  times'  j 
together  Very  loving.  Hope  Ic 


The  Body  Polruc,  Bo.  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W 1; 


CLASSIFIED 


SHAP.ED  INTERESTS  promote  en- 
during  companionship  Straight 
looking  male  28  6 


ayes.   Non-smok 

r.  Has 

S 

Brahms 

S  ihllemann    Ma: 

ow,  G 

Kuhn,  EO    Wllsi 

lure,  lallorlng  Looking  (c 

r  hones  ly 

openness  To  sh; 

tarsals    Easy -go. 

0,  noi 

er   clean-shaver 

slim,  sensitive,  1 

dividual    Dlscre 

TALL.     GOODIOOKING      highly 

i-smoker.  bearded,  mascu- 
i  good  man  to 
share    a    rich    lite    with.    Inler- 

,  rood, 
and  salt  water,  mature  men  with 
good  humour,  brains,  sell-respect, 
aflectlon, 

interests;  drugs,  camp,  kinky  ; 
Annie  Hall,  astrology,  poverty,  s 
Phoio 
predated 


GAY  40-VR  OLO  -  average  look- 
ing S'S",  125  lbs.  seeks  one  to  one 
relationship  with  big/husky,  dom- 


\M  N\    I  til     hi   HIS 


imi   M.tiii  Street 
Minn  loco 

.-  i  i  ii i 


GOOD  LOOKING  BLOND  32,  KB", 
135  lbs,  seeks  well  hung  man  for 
greek  pleasure  Send  photo  It  pos. 
a  Tel,  no.  to  B35. 


BOYISH,  23.  clean,  quiet  type  Af- 
fectionate, discreet  Loves  lite. 
music,  arts,  dining,  Iraval,  dis- 
cussion. Desires  warm  friend- 
ships In  Toronlo.  St    Catharines 

B34.  

BODYBUILDER  WANTED: 
physique-contest  type  builder  de- 
by  guy  turned  on  by  muscle.  It 


wily  ei 


e  accomplished,   plea 

Perhaps  ot" 
ists  could  lead  to  a  relationship, 
ould  be  tun  finding  out.  I'm  32, 
5'6",  130  lbs,  blond  with  n 
beard.  826. 


r active,  older  man  called  Roger.  If 
'Ou've  read  the  book  and  would  like 
o  play  Michael  lo  my  Roger,  drop 
ne  a  line  and  enclose  your  photo 
and  phone  number.  B20 


people,  wining,  dining,  tennis.  Sen- 
sible, but  good  sense  ol  humour 
also.  I'm  Toronlo  based.  B21 
28  YEARS  OLD,  511",  175  lbs,  med- 
ium complexion,  brown  hair,  blue 

goodlooklng  blacks  5  East  Indians 
-  moustache  for  tun  limes.  B22. 
NEW  TO  TORONTO.  Goodlooklng. 
*■"  loving,  well  educated  British 

guy:    6ii  -29    slim,    likes    music, 


looking  Canadian  24-30?  lor  a 
cere    loving    friendship/possible 
apartment  share.  Photo  essentia)  & 

phone  number  to  B24. 

YOUNG  MAN  financially  secure. 
seeks  other  males  21  and  over  for 
good  times.  Must  be  butch,  mas- 
"  le   and    very    muscular.    Only 

iiered.  Visitors  welcome.  B25. 
SEEKS  TRANSVESTITE:  Sincere, 
attractive  bl-sexual  male,  23. 6',  170 
"  s  Sensual,  affectionate,  exlrans- 
vestlte  university  grad  would  like 
eel  lemlnine,  attractive,  young 
transvestlie  or  transsexual  tor  com- 
intonshlp  and  social  oullngs.  En- 
|oy  dancing,  music,  arts,  partying 
travel.  Toronto  area.  PO  Box 
422,  Klelnburo.Ont  t.Oj  ICO 
GREEK  PASSIVE  37.  63"  wanls 
well-endowed  horny  greek  active 
-"-  male,  early  20s  but  others 
write   too.    Enclose   photo /phone. 

ATTRACTIVE  ASIAN  with  alert 
mind  and  active  physique  (5'll" 
150  lbs)  wishes  to  learn  elemenlary 
Spanish  from  sensual  latin  lover 
Is  also  sensible  S  sensitive 
Prefer  early  ihlrtlesh.  darkly  hand- 
s  masculine  type  with  great 
variety  ot  Interests  817. 
VISITING  TORONTO  this  summer? 
I  Be  my  guest.  Gay  gem  has  comtor- 
j  table  home  with  pool  in  suburban 
Toronlo.  Able  lo  entertain  during 
July  and  August.  All  gays. 
Blsexuals  (single  or  married)  will  be 

welcome  B12. 

30/Body  Pol  1 1  lc 


ATTRACTIVE  MALE.  25.  5'9",  150 
lbs  Seeks  honest  guy  for  lasting 
vn  apartment  down- 
town. If  you  are  lonely  and  want  a 
real  lover  for  sincere  loving  and 
understanding  and  love  sex.  music, 
sports  and  total  living,  let  us  reach 

love  you!  Please  call  (416)929-5149 
(Best  lime  days)  or  write  (with 
photo|ioA87     

"SUNNY  CALIFORNIA  BOUND?"  A 
chance  of  a  lifetime  trip.  Attractive 
male  25.  5'9",  seeks 


jlllng  c 


ir  the  la 


of  August.  Travel  arrange- 
ments negotiable.  I  fove  sex, 
music,  sports,  sunshine,  and  total 
living!  Phone  Tuesdays  to  Satur- 
days days;  Sundays  and  Mondays 
anytime  (416)  929-5)49  or  writs  to 

A86. 

YOUNG  BODY  BUILDER  wishes  to 
meet  serious  body  builders  Into 
swimming,  weights  and  wrestling. 
Phone  number  and  photo  appreci- 
ated A86. 

GAY  MALE  2a  seeking  another  gay 
male  In  mid  20's  with  own  apart- 
ment and  car  to  get  each  other 
turned  on.  Prefer  a  smooth  skinned 
male  slim  and  loving.  Enclose 
oriel  letter  and  phone  no  A85. 
DISCREET,  MASCULINE  dark, 
Medlteranean  guy,  27. 5'8",  140  lbs, 
looking  for  horny  young  masculine 
guys  Into  French  passive-active, 
hissing  and  especially  J70.  Enjoy 
sexy  mags,  films.  Private  pad.  Your 
photo  will  be  returned  with  one  of 
nil ne  Answer  all  Toronlo.  A81 
YOUNG  GAY  MALE  new  to  Toronto 
wants  to  meel  young  gays  under  24 
tor  companlonshlp-good  limes. 
Downtown  area.  Into  music,  bars, 
movies.  I  am  24  (look  younger). 
Write  and  fell  me  about  yourself. 
Photo  appreciated.  Discretion  ex- 

pecied  and  returned.  B31. 

28  YEAR  OLD,  seeks  combined 
Gr/Fr  active/passive  partners  for 
the  sheet  joy  of  sex.  Musi  believe 
In    disregarding    the    usual    Irrele- 

vancies.  829. _^ 

DESIRE  FRIENDS  with  similar  In- 


evenings  out.  Phone  number  plui 
photos  for  lasting  relationship  Bo: 
485,  Station  K.  Toronlo       _ 


Eastwind 

PO  Sox  554 

Station  'J' 

Toronto.  Ontario  M4J  4Z9 

Wholesale  Inquiries  Invited 

(416)  925-2473 

ILme  open  24  hours! 


literature,  music,  opera, 
theatre,  outdoors,  f 
Ing,  sailing,  willing  to  learn 
new  things;  has  capacity  lo  delight 
in  another's  being;  would  appreci- 
ate friendship  ot  compatible  man. 

A91. 

AM  33,  intelligent,  bilingual,  like 
classical  and  folk  music,  bicycling, 
etc.  I  seek  loyal  friendship.  Possi- 
bility of  developing  a  monogamous 
relationship,  with  a  male  25  years 

or  older.  Richard.  B18. 

SUM,  QUIET  atlracllve,  masculine 
gay  guy;  w/m,  29,  5'10",  147  lbs., 
clean-cut.  boyish  good  looks  (no 
beard  or  moustache),  brn.  hair,  gm. 
eyes,  nicely  endowed,  would  like  to 
meet  other  slim,  good-looking, 
clean-shaven  (no  beards  or  mous- 
taches} young  gay  guys.  Please 
reply  with  clear  pnolo   B19 

ATLANTIC  REGION  . 
GOING  TO  P-TOWN  late  June,  early 
July.  Would  like  company  on  long 
drive.  Am  38.  masculine,  will  stay  2- 
3  weeks.  Also  want  to  meet  men  for 
good  times.  Occupanl,  Box  7004, 
Stn  A.  Saint  John.  NB  E2L4S4. 
LONELY  GAY  age  35.  5  ft  7.  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes.  Cook.  Would  like  to 
hear  Irom  ages  30-40.  Own  apart- 
ment, write  Box  5363.  St.  John's 


two  olhei 

lamous  tor  quiet  and  untidl- 

optlonal  —  Ideal  house- 
hold for  convalescing  Irom  the 
bruising  ricochets  of  youth.  PH: 
921-0454  7:00-7:30  pm 


near  the  Ontar 
Science  Centre.  Rent  negotiable 
You  should  be  Intelligent  and  re- 
sponsible, easy  to  get  along  with 
and  willing  to  do  your  fair  share  of 
the  household  chores.  Call  429- 

3464 

MATURE      MALE      (50),      slim. 


has  comlortable  lake-lronl  t 

In  Mlmico  to  share  on  platon 

personal  basis  with  active  ait 

i  enjoys  home  life,  • 


MONTREAL 


Stereo  &  Television  Repairs 

Also  servicing  all  types  of  home 
entertainment  equipment-and  small  appliances 

Frank  Hutchings  Electronics 

—  691-9269  — 

Support  gay  business  —  10%  off  with  this  ad 


HOMES 


CO-OP  FORMING  In  large  house. 
Two         rooms  — $115         and 

1125/monlh  — open  now.  Non- 
tobacco  smoking,  financially 
stable,  mature  Individuals  only. 
Home  Includes  a  shaggy  dog.  a 
cal.  and  a  huge  park  adjoining 
backyard.  535-1537. 


GROWING.  GAY-OWNED 
company  has  part  lime  projection- 
ist position  available  for  techni- 
cally inclined  person.  Position 
Ideal  lor  student  as  work  lakes 
place  evenings  and  some  studying 
(reading)  can  be  done  while  films 
are  running.  Steady  1  night  par 
week  In  winter,  addlllonal  nights 
In  summer,  opportunity  for  addi- 
tional occasional  roadie  work.  Ap- 
pllcanl  must  be  clean-cut,  non- 
smoker,  reliable  and  punctual. 
Training  provided.  B51. 


FURNISHED  ROOMS.  £25.  Sub- 
way and  TTC  at  door  Will  consider 
sharing  entire  house  with  respon- 
sible working  man  or  student.  698- 
6722   Toronto. 


UPPER  DUPLEX  for  rent.  Unfur- 
nished 1-bedroom,  newly  reno- 
vated, equipped  kitchen,  private 
garden,  cable,  hydro,  quiet  respon- 
sible non-smoker,  St.  Clalr/Balh- 
urst,  Spadlna  subway,  garage, 
1235,  654-5639 


OUEBECOIS  27  would  like  lo 
share  apartment  with  same;  En- 
glish-speaking person  preferred. 
"    iB43.  BodvPoir 


GATEWAY  BLVD.  Professional 
male  has  lurnlshad  three  bedroom 
apl.  lo  share.  Seeking  congenl 
cleancut  male  under  thirty 
friend  and  social  companion.  Own 
room.  All  home  privileges.  Suit 
student  with  limited  resources. 
Non  smoker  preferred.  Evenings 
429-0428 


GAY  GUYS.  Rooms,  Hats,  apart- 
ments Furnished  and  unfur- 
nished. Two  locations  close  to 
downtown.  Don,  Dennis,  Ron  465- 
3287,961-0991.465-8919 


Look  better 

Relax 

and  pamper  yourself 

with  a  facial  treatment 

or 

have  unwanted  hair 

removed  permanently. 

Call 

your  certified 

&  experienced 

electrologist 

for  a  free,  personalized 

consultation. 

Kerl  (416)967-0095 


Gay  TV 
returns! 

Metro  Cable  TV: 
Fridays  at  10:30pm 

McLean-Hunter: 

Mondays  at  1 1 :00pm 

Rogers  and  Metro: 

Tuesdays  at  10:30pm 


LETTERS 

PRISONER  CONFINED  in  Ohio 
would  like  very  much  to  correspond 
with  someone  In  the  free  world.  Your 
letter  would  be  most  helpful.  Timothy 
Reed,  Box   45699,   Lucasvllle,  Ohio 


QUIET  PROFESSIONAL  while 
male  new  to  Montreal,  35.  wishes 
apl  In  gay,  congenial  setting  near 
downtown  tor  Sepl-Oct.  Fluently 
bilingual.  Call  alter  5cm  256-2924 

WORK 

MALE  WILL  CLEAN   HOUSE  for 

single  males.  Reliable  and  experi- 
enced  Call  Gar}    5330390. 

ARTISTIC  GRADUATE  with  ex- 
perience— interested  In  |ob  pre- 
ferably In  design,  drafting  relaied 
to  urban  planning,  renovation 
and/or  interior  design.  Level  head, 
dependable,  great  desire  lo  learn. 
Prelerrably  (new  to)  Toronto,  bul 

will  move.  B34. 

SUNRISE  HANDY-WORKERS 
General  maintenance  &  repairs, 
lawn  care,  painting,  carpentry, 
electrical,  basement  clean-up  363- 

7384. 

YOUNG  MAN  available  lor  apart- 
ment or  house  cleaning  duties. 
Weekly  or  bi-weekly  basis  — at 
your  convenience.  Live  out;  reler- 


MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  Ihroughout 
Canada  and  the  U.S.  Join  GAY- 
MATES,  a  pen-pal  club  for  gay 
men  For  Iree  Into  write  GSI.  Depl 
B,  PO  Box  3043,  Saskatoon,  Saaka- 

tchewan.  Canada.         

ATTN.  INMATES.  It  you  desire 
penpals,  please  contact  M.C.C.  ol 
the  Rockies,  POB  9536,  Denver, 

Colorado  e020JL 

READING 

NUDE  BOYS  AND  MEN  all  types, 
sizes  and  shapesl  Largest  and 
finest  selection  ol  GAY  films  and 
magazines  in  the  worldl  Guaran- 
teed Canadian  delivery.  Send  SI 
for  photo  Illustrated  catalogues 
LETTREX  STUDIO-C,  Postbus 
1135.  Amsterdam  1000, 
HOLLAND 

TRAVEL 

RABBIT  DEPARTS  Toronlo  July 
2nd  lor  Winnipeg,  points  west. 
Owner  36  seeks  company,  share 
driving,  expenses,  sights.  B48. 
FT.  LAUDERDALE,  FLORIDA,  Bela 
Mar  Vacation  Motel.  Friendly  In- 
formal almosphere.  Clean,  com- 
lortable rooms.  S14  nightly,  Effi- 
ciencies J18  nightly  lor  two.  (305) 
566-4376 

BUSINESS 

APHRODITE'S    ALTERNATIVE 


Run  by  TransvestitesforTransves- 
tltes.  Contact  Box  873,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  M5W  1G3  or  phone  466- 

T112lor  brochure. 

SPECIAL  FILMS  DEVELOPED, 
special  photographs  taken.  Color 
i  B/W  35mm  only  Always  dls- 
creel.  Call  Bob  367-1 159. 

OTHER 

CULT  OF  GREEN  CARNATION 
Group  for  J/O  S  Fr.  New  members 
wetcome;  pholo  please;  Initiation, 
age  lo  40.  Dave,  Box  153,  Stn  Vic- 
toria, Montreal.  H3Z2V5. 

NEW  YORK  WRESTLING  CLUB, 
the  new  sports  and  Illness  social 
club,  is  expanding  membership  to 
Toronto  S.  Montreal  areas.  Body- 
builders and  experienced  wrest- 
lers or  weaklings  and  wreslllng 
beginners  can  meet  new  friends 
similar  to  themselves  and  their  in- 
terests. Possibility  ot  a  separate 

membership  application,  write: 
John  Handley,  59  West  10th  St.. 
New  York,  N  Y.  US  A.  10011. 


GAY  ARTIST  MUST  SELL  original 
an  work.  55  and  up.  "ART'  po  Box 
3088,  Vancouver,  BC.  V6B  3X6. 
S.A.E.  appreciated.  1/3  ol  all  "TBP 
sales"   donated   to   the  Defense 


SOMEWHAT    ODD    FURNITURE, 

too  bulky  for  me  but  may  suit  you. 
Brown  plnwale  beanbag  sofa, 
used  two  years,  $140,  and  moss 
green  velvet  "fish"  chair,  almost 
unused.  S70  Call  Brian  J65-4469 


READ  THE  TORCH,  newspaper  ol 
the  Revolutionary  Socialist 
League.  Coverage  of  the  anti-Nazi 
struggle,  gay  liberation  struggle. 
Africa,  labor,  prisoners  and  more. 
Intro  sub:  $1  for  six  issues.  Also 
available  Forward,  newspaper  ot 
the  Revolutionary  Marxist  League 
ol  Jamaica.  Wille:  RSL  PO  Box 
562.  NYC  10036. 


COMMUNITY  PACE 


oaledelAbltlbl.a's 
ADGO.  CP  36,  Succ.  C,  Montreal.  PQ 
H2L4J7    __ 

BRANDON 

Gay  Friends  of  Brandon,  P  O  Box 

MB.R7A5Z4.PH: 
12041725-0930 


CALGARY 


Dignity/Calgary.  Box  1492.  StnT. 

Calgary.  AB.T2H2H7, 

PH:|403)  269- 7542. 

Gay  Academic  Union.  BoxG-262. 

StnG.  Calgary,  AB, 

Gay  Information  and  Resources, 

Room  312  223-12  Ave.  SW.  Calgary. 

AB,  T2R  0G9.  PH:  (4031264-391 1. 

Mon-Frl:7-tOPM. 

Malropolllan  Community  Church. 

170315ISINW, Calgary  AB  PH 

(4031266-1806 

Parenlsol  Gays  meeislasi  Sunday 


Community  Homophlle 
Assodat.onolNR.D(CHAN).Bo. 
905,  Corner  Brook,  NF.A2H  6J2 
GOWNfGsyOrganlzatlonollrie 
Womenol  Newfoundland)  may  be 
con  tacled  at  CHAN 's  address 


COWANSVILLE  " 


L'Enlgmo.  a/a  FernandCIOutler 
[1275).aPe0.Cowansvllle.PQ.J2K3C6 

EDMONTON 


Club  70  10242, 1061n  SI  ,  ErJmon- 
lon,AB,T5J  1H7  PH:(4O3)423-5051 
Dignity/Edmonton,  POBox53, 
Edmonton,  AB.T5J2G9 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Box 
1B52.Edmonl0n.AB.T5J2P2 
10144-101  SI  .PH  (403)424-8361. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
Bo>  1312,  Edmonton,  AB.T5J2M8 
PH  (.lOiMJa  786 J 

FREDERICTON 


GualphGay  Equality.  Box  773, 
Guelph.ON,N1H6L8.Gayline  (519) 
8364550 


HALIFAX  _ 


The  Alternate  Books  hop,  Ste.  301 , 

1585BairlnglonSl,  Halifax,  NS, 

B3J  1ZB 

Atlantic  Provinces  Political 

Lesbians  lor  Example  (APPLE).  P.O 

Box  3611.  Halifax  Soulh  Postal  Sin 

Halila.,NS,B3J3K6. 

Gay  Alliance  toe  Equality,  Bo*  361 1 


wSouthSlrv.Halilf 


,NS. 


B3J  3K6  Gayline:  (9021429-6969 
Gay  Youth  Halifax,  c/a  Wendell 
Enman,  Apt.  1913,1 333  S  Park  St 

HJiiU.   Tj.BJJ  2K9. 


HAMILTON 


McMaster  Homophlle  Assoc..  DC1 
Bo*  44,Stn.  e.  Hamilton,  ON 
L8L  7T5  Gayllne: (416)527-0336. 
Alsoat  the  above  address; 
Gay  Women  of  Hamilton 


KJNGSTpN_ 


KlngstonWomen'sCentre  QUMfl'B 
University,  SI  ud em  Memorial 
Union.  3rd  Floor,  Kingston.  ON. 
rfs  Homophlle  Assoc., 
jntAlfaifs  Centre, 51  Queens 
Cresc.  .Queen'sUnlverslty 

Kingston,  ON,  K7L  2S7.  PH;(613) 
547-2B36 


K  ITCH EN  ER  /  W  A  TERL  OO 


Gay  flights  Organization ol 
Waterloo  (GROW),  PO  Box  2632, 

Station  B,  Kitchener,  ON,  N2H  6N2 
LesblanOrganizatlonolKllehener 
|LO.O.K.),c/oFedera1lonof 
Students.  University  ot  Waterloo 
Waterloo,  ON.  N2L  361. 
Waterloo  Universities'  Gay 
Liberation  Movement,  Federation  of 
Students,  University  of  Waterloo 
Waterloo.  ON,  N2L3G1  PM  (519) 
885-1 211,  E... 2372. 


H3G2B1  PH  (5141866-2131 
Association  Communaulaire  Homo 
sexualle do  I'Universitede  Montreal 
3200.  Jean-Briiianl.  Local  12656. 
Pav  des  Sciences  Soclales,  Univer 
Site  Oe  Montreal,  Montreal.  PGHJTii'16 
Assoclallon  pour  let  Droits  des 
GakMsdu  Quebec  CP  36  Succ  C. 
Montreal,  PQ.H2L  4J7;  1264SI. 
Tlmothee  PH  (514)843-8671. 
Coop  Fommes,  3617  boul.  St. 
Laurent,  Montreal,  PO. 
Dignity/ Mont  real.  C  P  641, 
Snowdon.  Montreal.  PQ.H3X3XB. 
I  Egllse Communaulaire de Mon- 
1  real/Mont  real  Community  Church. 
CP610,  Station  NOG.  Montreal  PQ, 
H4A3R1.PH:  (514)845-4471. 
Egllsedu  Disciple  Blen- Aims.  6581 
St  .Laurent,  Montreal.  PO.  PH  (S14| 
279-5381. 

Emmanuel  Metropolitan 
Com  m unity  Church.  5-2320  Lincoln, 
Montreal.  PQ.  H3H  1J4  PH:(514) 
937-9696. 

Gay  Friends  of  Concordia  meet 
everyThursdayinRm.923,Hall 
aidg.at400  For  into,  phons(514| 
288-3787 

Gaylnlo,  P.O  Bo<610,StnNOG. 
Montreal,  PO,  H4A  3R1   PH  (514) 
486-4404.  MonSalMIPM. 
Sponsors  several  groups 
Gayllre,  (51 4)  931-8668  or  931-S330, 
70ays/wk.7-11PM. 
Gay  McGIII,  University  Centre, 3480 
McTavlsh.  Montreal,  PO,  H3A  1X9. 
Gay  Social  Services  Project.  5 
Weredale  Park.  Montreal,  PQ,  H3Z 
1Y5.PH:  (514)  937-9581. 
GayVDCIInic.  Montreal  Youth 
Clinic,  Mon,  Wed,  Fri  evenings,  3658 
Ste  Famine  PH:  (514)843-7885 
Gay  Woman  ol  McGIII  meet 
Tuesdays,  8  PM,  Women's  Union 
(Univer5i1v  Centre,  3480  McTavish, 
Rm4256)  Info:(5t4)866-2131,or 
Gay  line 

Groups  Gal  a  I'Universlte  du 
Quebec  a  Montreal,  CP  8888. 
Montreal,  Quebec  H3C3P8 
Jeunesse  Gale  ds  Montreal  (Gay 
Youth  ol  Montreal)  Open  to 
lesbians  and  gay  males  under  21 
CP753.Succ  H.  Montreal,  PQ, 
H3G  2M7  Meetings:  Saturdays, 
':30;  5  Weredale  Park,  Montreal, 
PO.H321Y5.  PHGayllne. 
NACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion 
Group  Women  and  men  welcome 

'o:  PO  Box  298.  Station  H, 
Montreal.  PQ,  H3G  2KB  PH:  Harvey. 
(514)468-0849. 

Parents  of  Gays,  c/o  PO  Box  610 
StnNDG.  Montreal.  PQ,  H4A  3fi1 
Ph  .:r.'.tM8S-4404. 

OTJAWA/ HULL_ 


Community  Homophlle  Assoc  Of 
1  NFLO(CHAN).Bo.613.StnC,St- 

'     i.i.C  5K8_ . 


SASKATOON 


Gay  Academic  Union .  Boi419.  Sub 
P  O  6,  SaskalOon.  SK.  S7N  0WO. 
Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662, 
Saskatoon.  SK.S7K  3R8:  310-20th 
St.  E.I2r>d  lloor)  PH:  (306)652-0972 
At  so  at  t  he  abo  va  add  ress : 
Gay  Alliance  ol  Youth. 
Grapevine,  a  group  for  Christian  and 
Jewlshgays  PH  (306) 343-5963. 
Lesblan  Caucus.  Saskatoon 
Women's  Liberation,  PO  Box  4021, 
Saskatoon,  SK. 
St ubttfe  Jumper  Press,  21-303 
OueenSf .,  Saskatoon,  SK. 
Subcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  c/o 
Saskatchewan  Association  on 
Human  Rights,  31 1-20th  St.  W., 


1*- 


SHERBROOKE 


THUNDER  BA"Y" 


Northern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay 

Si  .Thunder Bay. ON  PH:  1807)345- 
7802. 


TORONTO  . 


Dlanily.POSox  2102,  Sin  D  Oli^a 

ON.K1P5W3. 

Gays  of  Ottawa/Gals  de 

I'Outaouals.  Box  2919,  Stn  D, 

01'awa.ON,  KIP  5W9;378E(gln 

(2nd floor)  Gayline:(613) 238-1717; 

business,  233-0152. 

Lesbians  ol  Ottawa  Now  (LOON) 

PO  Box6057.  Stn  J,  Ottawa,  ON 

K2A1T1  PH:|613)238-1717. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

PO  Bo.  868.  Sin  B.  Ottawa.  ON, 

K1P5T1.  Services:  7  PM  Sundays. 

91  1/2Fourtti  Ave  Pastor's  phone 

^613)7410783 

PETERBOROUGH 


Calatyat  Press,  315  Blantyre  Ave., 
Scarborough.  ON,  M1N  2S6. 
Chats  worth  Charitable  Foundation, 
29Granby  ST .  Toronto,  ON,  MSB  1 H8 
Community  Homophlle  Associa- 
tion of  Toronto  (CHAT),  29Granby 
ST., Toronto,  ON.  M5B  1H8 
Congregation  B'nalKehlllah of  Tor- 
ontofor  Gay  Jews,  c/o66Glouces- 
ter  St. .Toronto,  ON.  M4Y1L5.  Meet- 
ings and  Services  every  2nd  8  4th 
Friday  ol  the  month,  lOTrinlty 
SquareiEaton Centre)  lormoreln- 
formatton,  call  923-GAYS. 

Dignity,  Box  249,  Sin  E,  Toronto  ON 

M6H  4E2. 

FreeLesblansandGays(FLAG).277 

Berkeley  St  ,  Apt.  2,  Toronto,  ON, 

M5A  2X3.  PH:  (416)  362-3678. 

Gay  Academic  Union,  c/oProt  John 

A.  Lee,  Scarborough  College,  UotT 

West  Hid,  ON.  MIC  1A4 

Gay  Aillanceat  York,  c/oCYSF, 


Central  Sque 


n105.Y 


"Univ., 


Trent  Homophlle  Assoc.,  Box  1524 
Peterborough, ON.K9J  7H7;262 
Rubldge  St.,  Rm  203.  PH-  (705)742- 
6229.Wed-Sun. 


phincealbeht.sk 


PR  iNCE6E6HGETBC~ 


LONDON 


Homophlle  Assoc,  of  London,  Ont. 
649ColborneSI  .London  ON 
N6A3Z2.PH:(519)433-3762 
London  Lesbian  Collective  PO 
Bo.4724.StatlonC  London  ON 
N5W5L7  __^^^ 

MISSISSAUGA_ 


gaygro 

Centre  (6041563-1 2 1 4 

QUEBEC 

Centre  Homophlle  d' Aide  et  de 

UbsratJontCHAL),CP596,  Haute- 

vllle,  175  rue  Prince-Edouard 

Quebec.  PO  PH:  (4181 525-4997 

Paratssa  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  cathc- 

liqueeucharlstlque),310,delaCou- 

ronne,Quebec,PQ 

Servlcs  (TEntrealds  Homophlle  ds 

Ousbsc,  CP596.  Haute  Vllle,  260 

njedesFranclscalns, Quebec  PQ 

G1R  4S1- PH:  (418|  52*8344. 

REGlNA  


Gay  Equality  Mlsslssauga,  P  O  Bo. 

156,  Station  A  Misslssauga,  ON 
L5A2Z7 
June/July  1978 


Atropoa  Fellowship  Society/ 
OdysseyClub,  Box  3414  Reolna. 
SKS4P3J8 

STJEROME.PQ  

Association  des  gal(s)s  des  Uuren- 

lides,CP272.S1-Jer6mePO 

J7Z5T9 


4700KeeleSt.,Downsv!. 
M3J  1 P3  Ottlce: 216  Vanier College 
Res. PH  (4l6)667-3509or667- 3632 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
(GATE).  PO  Box  156.  Station  P 
Toronto, ON, M5S2S7.PH  (416) 
96*0148. 

Gay  Community  Calendar,  24-hour 
recorded  message  PH(416|923- 
GAYS. 

Gey  Community  Services  Centre, 

29Granby St  , Toronto. ON. M5B 

1H8.  Distress  and  counselling  line: 

(416)  364-9835.  Orop-ln,  Monday 

through  Thursday,  7-10:30  PM.Frl 

&Sat.!o11:30PM. 

GaysalToronto(GAT).c/oSAC 
Of  lice,  Hart  House  Circle, 
University  o!  Toronto,  Toronto,  ON. 
GayTelevlslon  Collective,  c/o  Bo* 
575,  Station  K,  Toronto,  ON, 
M4P2H1.PH:  (416)  691-9269. 
Gay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St, 
Suite  301.  (416)366-5664  Meellngs 
at519Church  St.  Community 
Centre  at  7:30  on  Tuesdays. 
Glad  Day  Bookstore,  4  Col  I  ier  SL  (at 
Yonge), Toronto. ON.  M4W1L7  PH 
(416)961-4161. 

Harbinger-Gay  Men's  Drop-In  Tues 
12-6  PM.  Rm  214,  Vanier  Residence,' 
York  University. 

Harbinger- Lesbian  Drop-In.  Wed  3-5 
PM,  214  Vanier  Residence,  York 
University. 

Hassle-Free  Clinic,  VDIesting and 
inlorma(ion.2HomewoodAve., 
Suite  101,  Toronto.  ON  PH-(416) 
922-3323 

integrity:  Gay  Anglicans.  20 
Berryman  St.,  Toronto,  ON.  PH:  M16) 
925-4047 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Trade  Union 
Group.  PO  Box  162,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  ON, M4P2G5. 
Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto 
HOOT),  342  Jarvls  St.,  Toronto.  ON 
M4Y2G6.PH:  (416)  960-3249. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
(Offices  at)  29  Granby  St..  Toronto 
ON,  M58IH8.PH- (416)  364-9799. 
Pink  Triangle  Press,  PO  Box  639  Stn 
A,  Toronto,  ON.  MSW  1G2  PH  (416) 
863*320 

Thresol  Cups.  Women'sCof  fee 
House.  342Jarvis  SI,  Toronto,  ON 
2G6.PH:(4i6)967-2882. 


TAG,  Peer  c 


iiiino.  telephone 


Bo-6706,StnA,  Toronto 
ON, M5W  1X5  PH:(416) 964-6600. 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85 

Harbord St., Toronto,  ON  MSS  1G5 
PH:  (416)922-8744. 


Transvsstlles  In  Toronto.  PO  Box 

873,  Station  A.  Toronto,  ON, 

M5W1G3  PH: (416)466-7112 

Trl-AM  Charitable  Foundation,  8 

IrwinAve.. Toronto, ON, M4Y  IK9 

PH:|416)  924-2525 

Wages  Due  Lesbians.  Bo- 38.  Stn  E. 

Toronto,  ON. M6G4E1.PH:  (416) 

921-9091 

Womsn's  Archives.  Box928,SlnQ, 

Toronto.  ON. 


VANCOUVER 


Dignity/Vancouver  Box  1036 

Vancouver.  BC.  V6B  3X5 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Box 

1463,Stn  A,  Vancouver.  BC, 

V6C2P7  PH. (604)689-3139. 

The  Gay  Fellowship,  20120ollarton 

Highway,  North  Vancouver.  BC  PH: 

(604)929-3966  Meet  2nd Thurs  al6 

PM:4thSunat2PM. 

Gay  People  of  Simon  Fraser.  c/o 

Sludent  Society  Simon  Fraser, 

Burnaby,  BC  PH:  (604)  291-3181  or 

291-3111 

Gay  People  ol  UBC,  Sox  9,  Student 

Union  Bldg.Unlv  ot  8C,  Vancouver, 

BC.V6T1W5  PH;  (604)  228-6781 

Rights  ol  Lesbians  Subcommlttss. 

BC  Federation  of  Women,  1730 

Siephens  St..  Vancouver,  BC 

V6K3V5. 

SEARCH  (Society  for  Education, 

Action.  Research  a  Counselling  in 

Homosexuality).  Bo>  48903,  Bentall 

Centre.  Vancouver.  BC,  V7X  1A8. 

SEARCH  Community  Services.  28- 

448  Seym  our  Si..  Vancouver  BC 

PH  (6041689-1039 

SEARCH  Youlh  Group,  c/o 

SEARCH,  28-448  Seymour  St 

Vancouver,  BC. 

VICTOR  I  A_ 


Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group 
(FLAG),  PO  Box  237,  Station  E, 
Victoria,  BC  V8W  2M6 
University  ot  Vict  oris  Gay  Club, 

Student  Union  8ldg,  U.ol  Victoria, 
""  V8W  2Y2 


WINDSOR 


Windsor  Gay  Unity,  Bo<  7002. 
Sandwich  Stn.,  Wl  ndsor.  ON, 
N9C3Y6  PH:(519)252-0979. 


WINNIPEG 


Council  on  Homosexuality  and 

Religion,  P.O  Box  1912,  Winnipeg, 
MB.R3C3R2. 

Dignity/Winnipeg,  Bo*  1912, 
Winnipeg,  MS,  R3C  3R2 
Gays  for  Equality.  Box  27.UMSU, 
University  o(  Manitoba,  Winnipeg, 
MB,  R3T  2N2.  PH:  (204)269-8678. 
Manlloba  Physicians  lor  Horrto- 
'  Understanding,  Box  3742, 
Winnipeg,  MB,  R2W  3R6 
Wl  nnlpeg  Gay  Community  Centre 
Project,  Box  3742, Sin  B.  Winnipeg 
MB.R2W3R6. 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27.  UMSU, 
'"'nnlpeg,  MB,  R3T  2N2  PH:  (204) 
269-8678. 

Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  c/oA 
Woman's  Place,  143  Walnut  St., 
Winnipeg,  MB.  R3G  1P2.PH:(204) 
786-4581 


NATION  AL/REG I ONAL 


Bi National  Gay  Youth  Coalition 
(Canadian  head  office),  29  Granby 
Street,  Suite301,  Toronto.  Ontario, 
M5B  1H8.  Tel:  (416)  366-5664. 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639, 
Stn  A  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1G2.  PH: 
(416)863—6320. 
Coalition  Bin aiionaie  pour ta 
Jeunesse  Gal: (Siege  social  que- 
beeols)  CP  753,  Succ.  H,  Montreal, 
PQ,  H3G  2M7. 

Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 

(CGRO),  PO  Box  156,  Stn  P,  Toronlo 

ON.M5S2S7. 

Committee  to  Dafsnd  John  Dam  Ion 

PO  Box608,  Stn  K,  Toronto.ON 

M4P2H1. 

TheJohn  Da  mien  Foundation,  PO 

Bo«117.StnV, Toronto  ON 
M6R  3A4. 

Libertarians  tor  Gay  Rights,  c/olan 
Young,  315  Blantyre  Ave., 
Scarborough. ON,  MIN  2S6. 
Manitoba  Gay  Coalition.  PO  Box 
3742.Station B.Winnipeg  MB 
R2W3R6. 

NDP  Gay  Caucus.  PO  Box  792.  Stn 
P.  Toronlo,  ON,  M4Y  2N7. 
National  Gay  flights  Coalition/ 
Coalition  Nations  le  pour  les  Droits 
desGaKe)s(NGRC/CNDG),CP 
2919,  Succ  D,  Ottawa,  ON  K1P5W9 
PH:  (613)  233^1 5£ 
Ontario  Gay  Teachers' Caucus,  Box 
543,  Station  F,  50  CharlesSt.E. 
Toronto. ON. M4Y2L8  PH  (416)654- 
1183. 

Prairie  Regional  Office.  NGRC.  PO 

Bo«3742,  Station  B.  Winnipeg  MB 

R2W3R6 

Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition.  Bo. 

7508,  Saskatoon,  SK. 


PUBLICATIONS 


After  St  on  swell.  Box  2051 ,  266 
Graham.  Winnipeg,  MB,  R3C3M2 
The  Body  Politic.  PO  Box  7289  Sin 
A.  Toronlo.  ON.  M5W  1X9. 
Gay  Tide,  Bon  1463,  Stn  A, 
Vancouver.  BC.  V6C  2P7 
Lesbian  Canada  Lesblsnns,  c'o 
APPLE,  PO  Box  361 1,  Halifax  South 
PoslalStn,  Halifax.  NS.B3J  3K6 
Metro  Community  N  sws,  29  Granby 
St.,  Toronto,  ON,  M5B  1H8 
NGRC  Forum/Forum  de  la  CNDG, 
CP  36,  Succ  C.  Montreal,  PQ, 
H2L4J7 


In  Montreal 

callGAYUNE 

931-8668 
931-5330 

For  Information,  7-11  PM, 
7  days/week. 


IN  TORONTO 

24-HOUR 
INFORMATION 

By  and  lor  the  gay  community 

923-GAYS 


For  all  the  latest  information 
on  dances,  games,  demos, 
jogging,  movies,  church  events 
and  just  about  everything  else 
the  gay  community  in  Toronto 
is  up  to. 

MESSAGE  CHANGES  WEEKLY 

Take  your  pick  ot  a  week-full 
of  gay  events! 


GAY  TIDE 

Subscribe  to  Vancouver's  gay 
paper,  and  help  get  gay  rights 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada . 

Supporting  subscriptions 
help  Gay  Tide  it  its  legal  batde 
with  the  Vancouver  Sun. 

A  supporting  sub  costs  only 
$5,  and  is  mailed  in  a  plain, 
sealed  envelope. 


Send 
Static 
V6C2P7 


Gay  Tide,  PO  Box  1463, 
couver.     BC. 


After  Stonewall 

A  critical  journal  of  gay  liberation 

After  Stonewall  Is  celebrating 
Its  first  birthday.  Become  a 
subscriber  to  one  ot  Canada's 
up-and-coming  gay  journals. 

Rates  may  be  going  up  soon, 
so  subscribe  now. 

Subs  are  Just  $4  for  4  Issues 
Send  to: 

After  Stonewall 

PO  Box  2051 

Winnipeg,  MB 

R3C  3M2 


Dirt. 
Cheap. 


See  page  7. 


The  Body  Politic 
is  pleased  to  announce 

at  Co, 

1st  prize  $100 

2nd  prize  $75, 3rd  prize  $50 

Judges:  Jane  Rule  &  Marie-Claire  Blais 

lesbian 
Fiction  Contest 


How  it  came  to  be 

"I  don't  know  any  other 

Canadian  lesbian  writers" 

Jane  Rule  said  when  she 

was  interviewed  by  TBP  a 

couple  of  years  ago. 

Wouldn't  it  be  nice  to  find 

some,  we  all  thought. 

Then,  just  recently,  after 

talking  with  Marie-Claire 

Blais,  Jane  wrote  and 

proposed  a  fiction  contest 

for  Canadian  lesbian  writers. 

She  and  Marie-Claire  offered 

to  judge  the  entries.  And  we 

would  publish  the  winners. 

We  leapt  at  the  chance, 

of  course. 

So,  The  Body  Politic  is 

pleased  to  announce  the 

first  Great  Canadian 

Lesbian  Fiction  Contest. 

Who  can  enter 

Entrants  must  be  citizens  or 

residents  of  Canada.  Stories 

must  be  submitted  over 

authors'  real  names,  but 

winning  stories  may  be 

published  over  pseudonyms 

if  necessary.  The  Body 

Politic  will  retain  the  option 

to  publish  the  winning 

stories,  but  copyright  will 

remain  with  the  authors. 


What  to  write 

The  contest  will  be  for  short 
fiction  by  lesbians  and  with 
lesbian-relevant  themes.  (No 
poetry  please)  Stories  should 
be  between  2500  and  3000 
words.  Manuscripts  must  be 
typewritten,  double-spaced 
on8'/2"x  11"  paper.  Two 
copies  of  each  manuscript 
will  be  required  since  our 
judges  live  at  opposite  ends 
of  the  country.  Stories 
cannot  be  returned,  so 
please  keep  a  copy  for 
yourself. 

When  does  it  all  happen 

Entry  deadline  is  October 
31, 1978.  Results  will  be 
announced  in  the  March 
issue  of  The  Body  Politic. 
The  winning  story  will  be 
published  in  April  and  the 
runners-up  may  be 
published  at  any  time  after 
that. 

What  can  you  win 

Fame  and  fortune  can  be 
yours.  First  prize  is  $  100. 
and  publication  in  The  Body 
Politic.  Second  prize  is  $75, 
and  Third  $50. 


The  Great  Canadian  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest, 
c/oThe  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5W  1X9. 


